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Our vision

More people  
walking more often
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Implementation of  
Strategic Plan

Resource development – 
website

Inaugural Walking SA Walking 
Awards

Office for Recreation and 
Sport financial support
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Highlights

Walktober 2016 project

Adealide100 project 
development

Reduced insurance fees for 
member clubs

Advocacy – raising our voice 
through greater engagement

Gaining individual members

Continuous monitoring of 
trails development issues

Consolidation of organisation 
development
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The 2015/16 year has seen the further development 
of Walking SA as an organisation, based upon the 

sound foundation established in the previous year, 
as we continue the journey to be the voice for all 

forms of walking in South Australia. 
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Chair’s Report

The 2015/16 year has seen the further development of Walking SA as an organisation, 
based upon the sound foundation established in the previous year, as we continue the 
journey to be the voice for all forms of walking in South Australia. 

Our energies have been directed towards a range of 
activities;

		Consolidation and delivery of the current Walking 
SA Strategic Plan which becomes the foundation 
for the next three-year strategic plan for 2017-19. 
This will enable us to a more outward looking 
organisation representing our members as well 
advocating on behalf of the walking community.

		Increased our profile with a range of key 
stakeholders

		Improved and supported walking infrastructure in 
the state through

			Engagement on completing the Recreation SA 
Trails Master Plan for SA.

			Engagement with local government on a range 
of trails planning and management

			Advocating on behalf of the walking community 
on key issues, e.g. shared trails/footpaths.

			Collating and utilising data on walker numbers 
utilising the Traker devices on key trails

		Expanded the Walking SA resources on our web 
site with now over 300 trails detailed, membership 
features and other news

		Engaged extensively to build our Social media 
presence – over 4,000 Facebook page likes and 
growing Instagram and Twitter followers

		Appointed our new Executive Officer, Greg 
Boundy, in July 2015. Greg has shown enthusiasm 
and capability to support the Board in further 
developing the organisation.

		Significant methodical work on developing the 
Adelaide100 trail concept expanding from Jim 
McLean’s initial vision to a much broader and but 
equally exciting project.

		Initiated the Walking SA Awards to recognise the 
contributions by individuals and organisations, 
including local government, to the ongoing 
development of walking in South Australia.

		Engaged with Bushwalking Australia to negotiate 
reduced insurance costs for the member clubs.

		Expanded the individual membership of Walking 
SA largely due to the resources available on line. 
We will continue appealing to new individual 
members and organisational members specifically 
local councils.

		Challenges and future efforts will include:

			Ensure all of our member clubs including their 
individual members are aware of our activities 
and resources

			Strengthening our advocacy role using a 
collaborative approach

			Building a financial base through more 
members in all categories

			More volunteer involvement

		Walking SA would like to extend our appreciation 
for the ongoing financial support from the 
Office For Recreation and Sport through their 
Sustainability Grant as well as the funding of our 
Walktober 2016 initiative.

I would like to thank all Board members for their 
efforts over the last twelve months and make 
particular mention of the contributions made by:-

		Jim McLean for his passion and time for the 
Adelaide100 project.

		Jeremy Carter for his creative ways with the 
amazing development of the Walking SA website, 
social media, Walktober and e-newsletter.

		Ian Budenberg for capably managing the financial 
matters.

		Bill Gehling as our representative with Bushwalking 
Australia and on policy support.

		Alan Bundy for initiating the Walking SA Walking 
Awards.

Wendy Keech 
Chair of Walking SA Board
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Our Members

Walking SA’s members include over twenty active walking clubs with over 2,000 individual 
walkers, key walking and trails organisations as well as now over 70 individual members 
and growing. 

Key benefits to our members and supporters  
include:-

   The extensive range of resources available on the 
Walking SA web site

   Social media interaction via Facebook

   Completion of the recreation SA Trails Master Plan

   Reduced public liability and personal accident 
insurance premiums

   Bi-monthly e-newsletter

   Development of the Adelaide100 project

   Input to a range of trails planning activities 
undertaken by local government.

   Input at national level to the Australian Adventure 
Activity Standards

Walking SA continues to encourage and invite new 
member clubs, organisations and individuals to 
support the ongoing activities of the organisation for 
the benefit of all walkers in South Australia.
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Club Members

Walking SA continues to encourage and invite new 
member clubs, organisations and individuals to 

support the ongoing activities of the organisation 
for the benefit of all walkers in South Australia.

South Australian 
Recreation Trails 

Inc (SARTI)

Goannas  
Walking Group

Gawler 
Bushwalkers

Central Australian 
Bushwalkers Association

Mount Gambier 
Bushwalkers

Thursday  
Walkers

Kangaroo Island 
Walking Club

St Agnes Bushwalking & 
Natural History Club

Organisation Members
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Our Board

There are currently nine elected Board and co-opted members. The Board will continue 
to identify and co-opt people who can bring particular skills to Walking SA as and when 
required.

The primary role of the Board is to ensure good 
corporate governance and to establish the strategic 
direction of Walking SA. The Board is responsible 
for financial reporting and determining that the 
accounting policies used are appropriate to meet 
the requirements of the relevant State reporting 
agencies and are appropriate to meet the needs of 
our members.

The Board consists of volunteers and is comprised 
of highly committed members who possess diverse 
backgrounds bringing a range of skills including 
business management, community engagement, 
finance, policy, research, marketing, IT, trail design and 
maintenance.

During the year the Board met regularly in accordance 
with the Constitution to maintain oversight of 
activities, including high levels of financial control.
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Wendy Keech 
Chair

Wendy has a strong commitment to 
getting more people walking more 
often for social, health, wellbeing 
and environmental reasons. Wendy 
joined the Walking SA Board in 
2013/14 and has been advocating 
for all forms of walking in South 
Australia for many years particularly 
during her time at the Heart 
Foundation as Director of Health 
Programs (2003 – 2014).

Ian Budenberg 
Treasurer

Ian brings a wealth of experience in 
managing medium sized business 
in Adelaide with an understanding 
of accounting and the use of 
accounting to make better business 
decisions. He also has experience 
as a Board member of the Cancer 
Care Centre and is familiar with the 
not-for-profit sector. With four now-
adult children who have all passed 
through the Scouting movement, he 
is a regular bushwalker around his 
Adelaide Hills home and on family 
holidays.

Bill Gehling

Bill has been involved with Walking 
SA since its inception, as the 
founding President of Walking SA. 
Also involved in the leadership of 
Bushwalking Australia, Bill brings 
valuable experience and perspective 
to Walking SA.

Melanie Smith

Melanie is a passionate physical 
activity advocate. She has worked in 
a number of roles in Government, 
the non-government sector and as 
a consultant and brings extensive 
policy, program development and 
evaluation experience to the Board. 

Michelle Wilson

Michelle is passionate about 
physical activity and walking for 
health, transport and leisure 
purposes. She has experience 
in managing walking programs 
at a state and national level over 
her past 10 years at the Heart 
Foundation.

The Board consists of volunteers and is 
comprised of highly committed members who 
possess diverse backgrounds brining a range  

of skills including business management, 
community engagement, finance, policy, research, 

marketing, IT, trail design and maintenance.
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Jeremy Carter

As a prolific and accomplished hiker 
with over 13 years professional 
experience in web development, 
graphic design and marketing 
Jeremy has merged his passions. 
Among his many accomplishments 
are the design and maintenance of 
both the Friends of the Heysen Trail 
and Adelaide Bushwalkers websites 
providing strategy, marketing, and 
newsletters and equipping hikers 
with online planning tools. Walking 
SA is the latest beneficiary of 
Jeremy’s invaluable skills.

Jim McLean

After joining the Trails 
Subcommittee in 2012, Jim joined 
the Board in 2014. His work with 
the Trails Subcommittee played a 
key role in resolving issues of trails 
intersecting with a public road 
and a rail pedestrian crossing in 
his local area of Upper Sturt and 
Belair. He has completed walking 
the 1,200km Heysen Trail from Cape 
Jervis to Parachilna Gorge, and is 
now aiming to complete walking the 
Lavender Federation Trail and some 
of the coast of Kangaroo Island. 
His outdoor passions extend into 
rogaining and orienteering, and has 
been an active member of Adelaide 
Bushwalkers and the Australian 
Retired Persons Association. He 
conducts presentations on Walking 
in SA, and a program of shorts 
walks, for the University of the Third 
Age. He brings to the Board a depth 
of experience with his role on the 
Council of the Friends of the Heysen 
Trail and his work in the project of 
designing a long distance walking 
trail local to Adelaide and the 
Adelaide Hills.

Andrew Govan

Andrew brings extensive experience 
in leadership training and 
accreditation for outdoor activities. 
Playing a key role in Bushwalking 
Leadership he has a passion to 
see walk leaders – both at a club 
level and professional tour level 
– to be equipped and adequately 
prepared for every situation when 
leading walkers. With a professional 
background in tour operation, 
corporate and school activity 
programs, training and standards 
development, Andrew brings a 
valuable perspective to the Board.

Alan Bundy

Alan re-joined our Board in 2014, 
having served in the key role of chair 
during our 2013 interim board and 
sustainability review period. He is 
equally at home walking the Camino 
Frances in Spain, and walking 
trails here in South Australia. With 
a professional background as a 
librarian with specialty areas of 
publishing, databases, continuing 
education and innovations he 
brings a strong focus to the Board. 
He has taken on a key role with 
the Adelaide100 trail development 
project.
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The Board consists of volunteers and is 
comprised of highly committed members who 
possess diverse backgrounds brining a range  

of skills including business management, 
community engagement, finance, policy, research, 

marketing, IT, trail design and maintenance.
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Executive Officers Report

I have now been in the role for over 
twelve months and have come to grips 
with the breadth and depth of the 
requirements. I am grateful for the 
support of the Board lead by Wendy 
Keech as I have been learning the 
ropes as well as the member clubs 
and organisations as well as individual 
members.

I would also express my 
appreciation to Michelle 
Ingrames from the 
Office for Recreation 
and Sport for her 
support and guidance 
as well.

I have been involved 
with many of the 
highlights as detailed 
at the start of the report and engaging with the 
enthusiastic volunteers in implementing these has 
been most enjoyable. I would like to specifically 
acknowledge Jeremy Carter for his leadership in the 
marketing and promotion of Walking SA and the 
development of the wide range of resources on our 
web site.

Greg Boundy

Treasurers Report

Thanks entirely to club membership 
income and the Sustainability Grant 
of $25,000 we received from the state 
government via the Office of Recreation 
and Sport, we have managed to operate 
for the 2015 financial year with only a 
small deficit of $3,465.

The list of operating expenses shows that Walking 
SA works within a very tight budget with negligible 
overheads and just a single, part time employee.  
Nonetheless even these modest expenses are 
vulnerable to withdrawal of the government funding, 
so creating our own independent income stream 
remains critical to our sustainability.

Walking SA finished the 2016 year in a strong financial 
position with $69,000 at the bank and total liabilities 
of just over $8,000. The Board is budgeting to run the 
2017 year close to breakeven so as to preserve this 
position.

I am pleased to report that the combination of Xero 
accounting software and an online banking account is 
an efficient and simple method of administering our 
financial affairs and on  on page 24 you will find the 
2016 accounts and audit report.  The Board and I’m 
sure our members would like to thank Mr Peter Hall 
for his skill and expertise as a Registered Company 
Auditor offered for free to us and I’m pleased to 
advise that Mr Hall has agreed to offer his services to 
our members again next year.

Ian Budenberg
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Website & Social Media

Our reach and engagement through our 
website, social media and email channels 
has risen significantly in recent years, 
helping us to achieve our goal of seeing 
more people walk more often.

Find a Place to Walk directory

We’ve expanded our entries in the Find a Place to 
Walk directory. These walks and trails inspire people 
to walk, and provide the tools and links to find and 
use maps.

During 2016 170 new walks were added, including  
listing 110 historical walks.

The directory now comprises of 329 walks and trails, 
made up of:

		174 bushwalks

		46 city, town and suburb walks

		116 historical walks

Engagement

Our levels of engagement have been steadily 
increasing over the past three years.

		Website traffic is has almost doubled in the past 
12 months.

		Our engagement levels through social media has 
similarly doubled, with some social media posts 
being shared 150+ times and reaching over 12,000 
people organically. 

		Our e-mailing list has increased by 56%  
over the past 12 months.

Graph showing website growth
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The Adelaide100 takes in the metropolitan sea 
front, the Adelaide Hills, and the River Torrens 

Linear Park. The best parts of nine parks feature.
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Interest In The Adelaide100 Grows

In April, the Adelaide100 was enthusiastically tested by Board members 
Alan Bundy, Ian Budenberg and me, and Rosie Budenberg. The 
Adelaide100 is a local long distance loop walk of over 100 kilometres. The 
Adelaide100 takes in the metropolitan sea front, the Adelaide Hills, and the 
River Torrens Linear Park. The best parts of nine parks feature. Extensive 
panoramic views and intimate remote bush settings are special.

We enjoyed the coast, watercourses and Hills over 
9 days and 8 nights. At the end of the day there was 
a warm bed in a holiday park at Belair, a bed and 
breakfast at Stirling, or a hotel at Newton. On the menu 
was a bacon and egg breakfast from Jaspers at platform 
level in the Adelaide Railway Station, a pasty from the 
award winning Orange Spot Bakery at Glenelg, or a 
three course feast in the medieval decored Camelot 
Castle at Basket Range.

To ensure that we covered the whole loop, and the 
airport diversion, we started from Lockleys and ended 
at Gilberton. Local, regional and international walkers 
would be served well. Alan is a well travelled global 
walker. His view was that Adelaide’s geographical 
position is unique. There is nowhere else in the world 
with a walking opportunity from a major city like this. 
Ian and Rosie are world travellers and local walkers. 
They were able to cast critical eyes over the finer 
details of the route, the accommodation, the food, and 
the wine. The package passed the test. As a result of 
the constant vigorous discussion, I came away with 
a long list of “things to do”–refinements to make the 
Adelaide100 even better.

Partners have been jumping on board. We have the 
support of the Office of Recreation and Sport. Affiliated 
Walking SA club Skyline Walkers is putting a regular 
annual donation into the project. The Adelaide Hills 
Council has approved the development of our first 
piece of the Adelaide100, Monument Road at Norton 
Summit. The Adelaide100 links into the Heysen Trail via 
Monument Road. The Friends of the Heysen Trail has 
made a donation to get us started.

Businesses along the route have been very interested 
in the clientele that might pass their way and have 
expressed interest in sponsoring the project. The 
network has at least 21 places to stay overnight. We 
were selective in identifying 33 food outlets that we 
could recommend. There are 17 wineries within walking 
distance of the route.

Negotiations with land managers are encouraging. 
DEWNR welcomes the increased visitation to the Parks 

that will result. The Adelaide Hills Council has approved 
Monument Road. Preparations for negotiations with all 
12 Local Government Authorities along the route are 
solid. Similar negotiations are planned for Forestry SA, 
SA Water and Flinders University.

The involvement of local Friends groups and local 
residents is being encouraged. The Sixth Creek 
Catchment Group along with the Adelaide Hills 
Council and the Green Army is cleaning up the 
creek, making bridges, making a staircase, and even 
making a portion of the trail. This is all happening in 
one of a number of “undiscovered treasures” to be 
revealed by the Adelaide100. The Kenneth Stirling 
Conservation Park, Burdett Scrub, is hidden in the 
back blocks of Basket Range. Just negotiating the 
steep slopes from Merchants Road down to the creek 
required early explorer skill and resolve. The reward of 
cleaning up and opening up this Park will prove to be 
immeasurable.

The Board of Walking SA is committed to the 
challenging Adelaide100 project. Those involved in it, 
and those who know of it, see it as special. Everyone 
who is part of the Adelaide100 can rightly feel that part 
of the Adelaide100 is theirs.

Jim McLean
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16 October Ex
plore Trails

During October we’re celebrating walking.

9 hike options  
+ walking expo

#walktoberSA

Find a place  
to walk

Share Photo Fin
d an Event

share your “view from my 
walk” with #walktoberSA

Join a  
walking event
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Walktober, October 2016

Walking SA was successful in receiving funding from the Office for Recreation and Sport 
for its Walktober 2016 initiative. This is a significant opportunity for Walking SA’s members 
to promote walking in their club or organisation as well as reach out to the walking 
community at large to promote our vision of more people walking more often.

Our Walktober promotions are conducted via social media, including Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, email and our 
website. The promotion covers four key aspects:

1  16 October

Our major event for Walktober is on Sunday 16th 
October 2016. It is a series of 8 hikes up to Mt Lofty, 
each hosted by one of our member clubs. This 
helps to promote walking clubs and that there are 
trails beyond the ever popular, and currently closed, 
Waterfall Gully to Mt Lofty walking trail.

“Most Adelaidians are familiar with the Waterfall 
Gully track to Mt Lofty Summit but did you know 
there are at least 9 other routes that can get 
you to the top? Come and join one of the hosted 
walks and discover some of the lesser known 
trails exploring Cleland Conservation Park and 
the trails beyond.

There are walk options to suit everybody. If 
you’re after a serious climb along forest trails 
to get your heart pumping, a gentle ramble to 
take in the scenery or something in between 
then we have a walk for you. Once you’re at the 
top, you can refresh yourself at the Summit Cafe 
and stroll among the stall holders in the summit 
courtyard. So whether it’s a new route or an 
old favourite, register for one of the Trails Less 
Travelled and we’ll see you at the summit!”

2  Exploring Trails

We’ve been promoting walking trails and routes 
through our Find a Place to Walk directory which 
has over 320 walks listed, including bushwalks, walks 
around suburbs and towns, and historical walks.

We’ve been publishing and promoting 8 “best walks 
lists”, including:

3  Social Engagement

Throughout October we’ve been encouraging people 
to  share their “view from my walk” photo via social 
media using the hashtag #walktoberSA, with weekly 
prizes.

The campaign is a great way to engage with people 
in whatever walking they’re doing, and for them to 
promote walking to their friends.

4  Find an Event

We’ve been promoting walk events so people can 
find events near them to join. We’ve listed over 70 
walk events throughout SA on our event calendar for 
October. The calendar includes regular walks from our 
mmeber clubs as well as over 50 other walking events 
from councils, health bodies and festivals.

   17 Short Walks on the 
Heysen Trail

   Best Walks with Dogs

   Best Walks with 
Strollers

   Best Lookouts on 
Hikes in SA

   Walks with Kids u7

   Walks with Kids 7-12

   Best Waterfall Hikes  
in SA

   Best Hikes to See 
Wildlife in SA
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The Traker unit is mounted pointing 
across a trail at about shoulder height 

and people are counted by sensing their 
natural heat energy as they walk past.

We’re publicly recognising that over many years, 
many volunteers and others have contributed 
to South Australia’s great walking trails, walking 
clubs, and walking promotion and opportunities 

for health, wellbeing, recreation and tourism.
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Walking Awards

Within Australia, Walking SA 
has a unique state-wide remit 
to promote and foster walking 
all forms of walking, towards 
its aspiration of ‘more people 
walking more often’.

As part of its strategy to that end, during the year it 
initiated awards to publicly recognise that, over many 
years throughout the State, many volunteers and 
others have contributed to South Australia’s great 
walking trails, walking clubs, and walking promotion 
and opportunities for health, wellbeing, recreation 
and tourism.

An initial five awards for outstanding and sustained 
individual and organisational contribution were 
widely publicized. With the assistance of the Local 
Government Association of SA, all Councils were 
also specifically advised of two awards for local 
government - recognition of Walking SA’s aim to 
work with and through local government to enhance 
walking awareness and opportunities to metropolitan 
and regional communities throughout South Australia.

The first awards will be conveyed at a public 
presentation night on 13 October 2016.

Alan Bundy

Bushwalking Australia

Bushwalking Australia  
is the national  
organisation for  
recreational walkers, representing 
Walking SA and our equivalents in other 
states. It remains the only broadly-based 
national organisation focussed on any 
form of walking in Australia.

Its prime day-to-day role is to provide clubs with 
affordable insurance to protect walkers and walk 
leaders in the case of accident or emergency. This 
year Bushwalking Australia has re-called our main 
contract and appointed new brokers.

Our other main role is to represent recreational 
walking on national forums that may affect us. This 
year a project has started to develop nationwide 
Adventure Activity Standards (AAS) to replace the 
existing state-based AAS standards. Bushwalking 
Australia is represented on the Technical Working 
Group for AAS-Bushwalking.

The primary focus of AAS is on the safety of 
commercial and school groups, and is meant to 
be voluntary for others such as walking clubs and 
individual walkers. Bushwalking Australia is keen to 
ensure the safety of school and other dependant 
groups. However, in the absence of more appropriate 
standards for clubs, there are fears that the new AAS 
might also be used by landowners as a condition 
of access. What we don’t want is for clubs and walk 
leaders to be subject to yet another level of box-
ticking bureaucracy that impedes walkers and does 
nothing to improve the safety or enjoyment of 
bushwalking.

Bill Gehling

View 2016 award winners at 
walkingsa.org.au/awards
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Profit & Loss
Walking SA Inc 
1 July 2015 to 30 June 2016

Income 30 Jun 16
Government Sustainability Grant 25,000
Interest Income 1,018
Members Insurance - Personal Accidents 1,931
Members Insurance - Public Liability 7,582
Space on our website 273
Subscriptions Clubs 8,887
Subscriptions Individuals 1,050
Subscriptions Organisations 600
Total Income 46,443

Gross Profit 46,443
 
Less Operating Expenses 

All Office Expenses 1,101
Bank Fees 438
Bookkeeping Costs 600
Bushwalking Australia fees 1,232
Events Costs 23
Marketing & Promotions Costs 1,055
Meeting costs 850
Member's Insurance - Personal Accident 1,707
Member's Insurance - Public Liability 6,573
Purchase of products for sale 90
Rent Rates & Utilities 348
Subscription 445
Superannuation 2,678
Telephone & Internet 1,865
Volunteers Costs 33
Wages and Salaries 29,779
Web Costs 867
Workcover Expenses 224
Total Operating Expenses 49,908

Net Profit (3,465)
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Balance Sheet
Walking SA Inc 
As at 30 June 2016

Assets 
Bank 30 Jun 2015

WSA Cheque Account 1,790
WSA Savings Account 67,321

Total Bank Current Assets 69,112
 
Current Assets 

 

Accounts Receivable 52
Total Non-current Assets 52

 
Non-current Assets 

 

Equipment & Fittings 22,660
Less Accumulated Depreciation on Equipment & Fittings (19,540)
Total Non-current Assets 3,120

Total Assets 72,283

 
Liabilities 

Current Liabilities 
Donations Received in Advance Adelaide 100 2,000
Employee entitlement - annual leave 1,587
GST 3,069
PAYG  Withholdings Payable 742
Superannuation Payable 765
Total Current Liabilities 8,163

Total Liabilities 8,163
 

Net Assets 64,120

 
Equity 

Current Year Earnings (3,465)
Members Funds 67,585

Total Equity 64,120
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Auditors Report
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Auditors Report (cont)

25Walking SA Annual Report, 2015/16



Board Resolution

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Supported by 

 

www.walkingsa.org.au 
Ph 0419 859 014  |  treasurer@walkingsa.org.au 
Postal Address  |  State  Association House, 105 King William Rd, Kent Town  SA  5067 

 

Annual Resolution of the Board  

(Ref The Act, Part 4, Div 2, Sect 35 & 36) 

 
 

The Board agrees that:- 

 the accounts present fairly the results of the operations of Walking SA for the 2016 financial 
year and the state of affairs of Walking SA as at the end of the financial year – and 

 the Board has reasonable grounds to believe that Walking SA will be able to pay its debts as and 
when they fall due. 
 

The Board notes that Mr Jeremy Carter (or a business in which Mr Carter has a substantial interest) 
received payments from WalkingSA during the year which were made under a contract for design and 
website development. No other Board member received any benefit, other than reimbursement for 
out-of-pocket expenses in carrying out their duties. 
 
The Board requires that a statement to this effect signed by the President and the Treasurer be added 
to the annual accounts.   

 

 

 

______________________________________   _________________________ 

Wendy Keech, President     Date 

 

 

 

 
_______________________________________  ___________________________ 
Ian Budenberg, Treasurer  
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walkingsa.org.au
Ph 0457 006 620  |  office@walkingsa.org.au
Address  |  State Association House, 105 King William Street, Kent Town South Australia 5067
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