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Our vision

More people  
walking more often
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Focused Direction
Our three year Strategic 
Plan (2017-19) released.

Wide range of advocacy
Supporting walking and the walking community by 
advocating for trail users, trails and bushwalking standards.

Broadening our financial base
•  Increased organisational and individual membership.
•  Sustainability funding support from the Office of Recreation and Sport.
•  Renewed and increased funding for Walktober initiative.
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Highlights

Encouraging walking at events  
and during promotions
•  At the April 2017 Hiking Expo/Opening Bushwalking 

Season in Belair National Park 1,500 to 2,000 people 
attended and over 600 people enjoyed guided walks.

•  During October 2016’s Walktober the promotion of 
walking for health, leisure and transport.

Inaugural Walking SA Walking Awards
Initiating annual awards to recognise sustained and outstanding  
contribution to walking at all levels throughout SA.

Increased digital voice
Website traffic doubled; Facebook likes exceed 8,000;  
Instagram growth; email list growth at 65% pa.

Helping more people connect  
with walking destinations
Over 450 walks & trails detailed on website.
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Our organisation is very well positioned to truly be 
the peak body for all forms of walking in SA.
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Chair’s Report

What a year! With the guidance and support of an enthusiastic board, our Executive 
Officer Greg Boundy, has enabled Walking SA to have a year of growth and consolidation. 
Greg has done an enormous amount in his 20 hours per week.

Walking SA has had growth on many fronts including 
new members, new events, new projects, new 
relationships with key agencies and an increased 
profile.  

The organization has consolidated our systems and 
processes, our links with all of our members and our 
relationships with other peak bodies.  

Our highlights include:

  The creation of our new Strategic Plan for 2017-20

  Strong corporate governance with ongoing 
maintenance of high standards and diverse and 
engaged Board

  Two grants from Office for Recreation and Sport 

	 		Sustainability Grant $25,000

	 		Walktober 2016 Grant $20,000

  Formal recognition by ORS as the peak walking 
body in SA

  Inaugural 2016 Walking SA Awards

  Walktober 2016, including new event “Trails Less 
Travelled” and great social media presence 

  Substantial development and engagement with 
exciting new trail “Adelaide100” 

  Membership growth – new organisation members 
as well as increase in individual members

  Hiking Expo & Opening of the Bushwalking Season 
at Belair National Park with over 2,000 people in 
attendance

  Advocacy to DEWNR re “I Share My Trails” 
campaign

  Advocacy on behalf of the walking community to 
DEWNR, DPTI, Recreation SA, Adelaide City Council, 
Unley Council, Mitcham Council, Burnside Council 
and others.

  Advocacy through Bushwalking Australia re 
Australian Adventure Activity Standards – 
Bushwalking

  Key roles on 
Bushwalking 
Australia Council (Bill 
is Treasurer and was 
Policy Officer) 

  Relationship 
development with 
key organisations 
National Heart 
Foundation, DEWNR, 
Recreation SA, Bicycle SA, Horse SA, Active Ageing, 
Arthritis SA and SeaLink

  Relocation to new better standard office facilities.

  Substantial web site development with over 400 
walks detailed.

  Expanded presence on social media including over 
8,000 Facebook likes.

  Involvement in the national Walking and Cycling 
Conference

In short, the 2016/17 has been a very busy and 
productive year for Walking SA.  Our organisation is 
very well positioned to truly be the peak body for all 
forms of walking in SA. Exciting times ahead.  Thank 
you to all who have played a part in the repositioning 
Walking SA to support more South Australians to walk 
more often.

Wendy Keech 
Chair of Walking SA Board
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Our Members

Walking SA’s members include over 
fifteen active walking clubs with over 
2,000 individual walkers, key walking and 
trails organisations as well as now over 
100 individual members and growing. 

In 2016/17 Walking SA:-

		Maintained all our walking club members

		Gained 6 new organisation members

		Increased individual members to over 100

Key Partners: Member Walking Clubs

Member Walking Clubs of Walking SA receive the 
following benefits for a fee per capita ($7.70): 

		Walking Clubs are detailed on the website and 
we actively promote them to prospective new 
members in a variety of ways. 

		We have a monthly calendar that Member Walking 
Clubs can upload details of their walks onto. 

		Walking Clubs have free access to involvement in 
events that we run; such as the recent Hiking Expo 
and Opening of the 2017 Bushwalking Season 
Event. 

		Walking Clubs have access to personal accident 
and public liability insurance through Walking 
SA’s connection with Bushwalking Australia. 
The 2016/17 rates were $4.80 per member for 
personal accident and $4.50 per member for 
public liability. 

		Walking Clubs are provided support in whatever 
way suitable for their activities and projects from 
Walking SA and also Walking SA advocates on 
behalf of clubs on issues of interest and concern. 
We are regularly involved with state and local 
government on strategic and operational issues.

		Walking Clubs are encouraged to participate 
in the planning of the future of Walking SA and 
involvement on our Board of they wish.

		Individual membership of Bushwalking Australia, 
and access to their resources, is included with club 
membership. 
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Key Partners 
Member Walking Clubs

		Walking Clubs receive the bi-monthly newsletter 
which includes the opportunity to promote club 
activities.

		Access to the Walking SA Facebook page, with over 
8,000 likes.

		Member Walking Clubs provide critical financial 
support to enable the provision of the resources 
and services that Walking SA provides and 
contribute to the financial sustainability of the 
organisation.

Organisation Supporters

This is primarily for other organisations with an 
association with walking and supportive of the 
aims and principles of Walking SA. Organisation 
membership is $110.00 (incl. GST)

		Organisation members are highlighted on our 
website.

		Organisation members receive a discount on 
participation in major events

		Organisation members receive the bi-monthly 
e-newsletter.

Individual Supporter

Aimed at individuals who wish to support the aims 
and principles of Walking SA. Annual supporter fee is 
$22.00 (incl. GST)

		Individual supporters are providing further support 
to our goal of becoming sustainable in the long run 
and not relying on ORS funding.

		Their contribution goes towards maintaining and 
further developing the range of resources and 
activities of Walking SA referred to above.

Supporters 
Organisation Members

Funding Partner

Stakeholders
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Our Board

There are currently nine elected Board 
and co-opted members. The Board will 
continue to identify and co-opt people 
who can bring particular skills to Walking 
SA as and when required. The primary 
role of the Board is to ensure good 
corporate governance and to establish 
the strategic direction of Walking SA.

Walking SA acknowledges and expresses our 
appreciation for the significant contribution of the 
following Board members who will not be continuing 
beyond their current term: Wendy Keech, Alan Bundy 
and Melanie Smith.

The Board is responsible for financial reporting and 
determining that the accounting policies used are 
appropriate to meet the requirements of the relevant 
State reporting agencies and are appropriate to meet 
the needs of our members. 

The Board consists of volunteers and is comprised 
of highly committed members who possess diverse 
backgrounds bringing a range of skills including 
business management, community engagement, 
finance, policy, research, marketing, IT, trail design 
and maintenance. During the year the Board met 
regularly in accordance with the Constitution to 
maintain oversight of activities, including high levels of 
financial control.

The Board consists of volunteers 
and is comprised of highly 
committed members who 

possess diverse backgrounds 
bringing a range of skills 

including business management, 
community engagement, finance, 

policy, research, marketing, IT, 
trail design and maintenance.
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Wendy Keech 
Chair

Wendy has a strong commitment to 
getting more people walking more 
often for social, health, wellbeing and 
environmental reasons. Wendy joined 
the Walking SA Board in 2013/14 and 
has been advocating for all forms of 
walking in South Australia for many 
years particularly during her time at the 
Heart Foundation as Director of Health 
Programs (2003 – 2014).

Ian Budenberg 
Treasurer

Ian brings a wealth of experience in 
managing medium sized business in 
Adelaide with an understanding of 
accounting and the use of accounting to 
make better business decisions. He also 
has experience as a Board member of 
the Cancer Care Centre and is familiar 
with the not-for-profit sector. With four 
now-adult children who have all passed 
through the Scouting movement, he is a 
regular bushwalker around his Adelaide 
Hills home and on family holidays.

Bill Gehling

Bill has been involved with Walking 
SA since its inception, as the founding 
President of Walking SA. Also involved in 
the leadership of Bushwalking Australia, 
Bill brings valuable experience and 
perspective to Walking SA.

Melanie Smith

Melanie is a passionate physical activity 
advocate. She has worked in a number 
of roles in Government, the non-
government sector and as a consultant 
and brings extensive policy, program 
development and evaluation experience 
to the Board. 

Michelle Wilson

Michelle is passionate about physical 
activity and walking for health, 
transport and leisure purposes. She 
has experience in managing walking 
programs at a state and national level 
over her past 10 years at the Heart 
Foundation.

Jeremy Carter

As a prolific and accomplished hiker 
with over 15 years professional 
experience in web development, graphic 
design and marketing Jeremy has 
merged his passions. Among his many 
accomplishments are the design and 
maintenance of both the Friends of the 
Heysen Trail and Adelaide Bushwalkers 
websites providing strategy, marketing, 
and newsletters and equipping hikers 
with online planning tools.

Jim McLean

Jim joined the Board in 2014 with a 
special interest in walking location 
opportunities including trails. He collects 
and collates updates walker numbers 
and access issues and has assisted on 
behalf of Walking SA to resolve issues 
where appropriate.

He is the designer, and along with 
WalkingSA the developer, of the 
Adelaide100, a long distance loop trail 
of over 100km taking in the coast, the 
waterways and the Adelaide Hills.

Alan Bundy

Alan re-joined our Board in 2014, 
having served in the key role of chair 
during our 2013 interim board and 
sustainability review period. He is 
equally at home walking the Camino 
Frances in Spain, and walking trails here 
in South Australia. With a professional 
background as a librarian with specialty 
areas of publishing, databases, 
continuing education and innovations 
he brings a strong focus to the Board. 
He has taken on a key role with the 
Adelaide100 trail development project.

Di Lind

Di is an enthusiastic bushwalker who 
joined the Board in October 2016. She 
is actively involved in ARPA Bushwalkers.
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Strategic Plan, 2017-19

In June we adopted our next Strategic Plan, which focuses our efforts  
over the next three years.

Strategic Theme: Walking
Increase the number and diversity of South Australians walking for exercise, transport and leisure.

Goal Strategies Key Performance Indicators

1.  Promote walking and 
grow the number 
and diversity of 
people walking across 
the state.

a.  Use all available mediums to promote the easy 
access, importance and relevance of walking to 
daily life. This should include: 

  ›  Walking SA Clubs and Organisational Members
  ›  Our website and social media strategy
  ›  Working with key stakeholders on promotional 

campaigns driven by others.
b.  Coordinate events including the “Opening of the 

Bushwalking Season” and “Walktober”.
c.  Support a network of strong, talented and 

committed leaders and advocates.
d.  Support walking related conferences, key speakers 

and other promotional events.

›   Newsletters distribution
›   Website visits
›   Social media engagement
›   $ invested in campaigns
›   Attendance at events
›   Surveys to measure 

numbers of people walking 
›   Use of trails
›   Conducting and attendance 

at events
›   Cooperation and cross 

promotion with other 
groups is evident

2.  Support the 
development of 
infrastructure and 
services to support 
walking in urban 
areas, walking in 
the bush, regional 
locations and in 
remote areas.

a.  Enable the development, promotion and ongoing 
maintenance of Adelaide 100.

b.  Work with partners in state government, local 
government, private entities, walking clubs, walking 
groups and other organizations to construct, 
maintain and promote walking trails and other 
relevant infrastructure including footpaths and 
associated infrastructure (toilets, seats, styles, 
lighting etc).

c.  Ensure maps, guides and other supporting 
materials are available to make walking easily 
accessible.  

d.  Deliver expertise on “walking” as required in 
advocating on behalf of the walking community – 
this includes the concept of walkability (creating an 
environment where people want to walk).

e.  Participate in strategic opportunities for 
consultation on government and non-government 
plans and strategies that do, or should, promote 
walking.

f.  Be a vocal advocate responding to issues raised by 
members or the public.

›   Adelaide 100 is operational, 
being promoted and 
maintained

›   Number of councils with 
walking prioritized in 
strategic plans

›   New trails built 
›   Maintenance of trails
›   Walking trail information and 

maps distributed 
›   Walkability is enhanced in a 

range of environments
›   Government and Local 

government include 
walkability as an outcome in 
planning strategy, policies 
and projects

›   Increased government and 
agency commitment to 
walking is tangible
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Strategic Theme: Walking SA
Raise the profile of Walking SA as the lead advocate for all forms of walking in South Australia.

Goal Strategies Key Performance Indicators

1.  Promote the 
brand and value of 
Walking SA.

a.  Develop clear targeted communication and 
promotion strategies in an overall plan.

b.  Build a knowledge database through the 
engagement with national and international 
demonstrators of best practice.

c.  Coordinate the Walking SA Awards.

›   Professional well maintained 
website

›   Frequent communications 
relevant to the needs of 
members, stakeholders and 
the community

›   Regular targeted use of 
social media

2.  Raise and consolidate 
the profile of 
Walking SA through 
partnership 
development.

a.  Position Walking SA as the advocate for all the 
walking community in SA.

b.  Strengthen the relationships with all in the 
walking community, including members and key 
stakeholders, to support all means of increased 
walking.

c.  Promote walking through the use of key events in 
collaboration with members and stakeholders.

d.  Further develop relationships with a variety of 
appropriate government and local government 
agencies.

e.  Build collaboration with likeminded organizations/
bodies including recreation, health and well-being 
and environmental groups.

›   Walking SA is recognized as 
the advocate for walking 

›   Walking SA seen to be 
engaged and adding value to 
the growth of walking

›   Walking SA recognized for 
conducting professional 
walking events and 
promoting walking

›   A wide range of government 
agencies recognize the value 
that Walking SA makes to 
their policy direction and 
that Walking SA supports 
their activities and plans

3.  Demonstrating 
strong governance, 
financial stability and 
sustainability.

a.  Build a benefit rationale for the generation 
of additional income through membership 
growth and the generation of other income/
sources of funds and sponsorship including 
cases for Individual membership, Programs and 
Sponsorship.

b.  Maintain best practice structure, policies and 
processes, including financial management for the 
efficient management of Walking SA.

c.  Conduct a periodic review of the operating 
structure incorporating a Board/EO/Committees; 
policies and processes.

d.  Maintain an annual budget plan for Walking SA’s 
income and expenses.

e.  Succession plan for Walking SA including 
supporting and growing our volunteer workforce.

›   Walking SA structure, 
policies and processes fit the 
needs for the future

›   Walking SA provides a 
range of demonstrable 
benefits that attracts viable 
financial support through 
membership, programs and 
sponsorship

›   Walking SA operates in 
accordance with its annual 
budget

›   Walking SA has a succession 
plan and volunteer 
workforce
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Executive Officers Report

Walking SA has been able to consolidate 
in a number of areas as well as grow in 
others. These are mentioned in more 
detail throughout this Annual Report.

Particularly though 
I would like to 
acknowledge:

  The ongoing 
Sustainability Grant 
funding as well as 
the 2016 Walktober 
Project funding 
from the Office for 
Recreation and 
Sport.

  Relocating the office to new premises with much 
greater amenity and efficiency.

  Club and individual volunteer support for the 
major events held during the year: 2016 Walking 
Awards, Walktober 2016 and the 2017 Hiking Expo 
and Opening of the Bushwalking Season

  Ongoing development of the Walking SA website 
and use of social media.

  Strong engagement with The Department of 
Environment Water and Natural Resources on a 
range of issues.

I would like to express my appreciation to the Board 
and all members for their support in carrying out my 
role as Executive Officer.

Greg Boundy 
Executive Officer

Treasurers Report

The 2016/17 year has been successful in 
building the profile of Walking SA through 
increasing our social media presence, 
the Walktober events and the Come 
‘n Try day at Belair at the end of April.  
These activities meet our strategic goal 
of bringing more people to walking but 
there is a cost which this year has not 
been covered by increased income. 

The Board is reporting 
a deficit of $18,405 but 
by building the scale of 
these activities we are 
creating opportunities 
to generate revenue 
in future years.  We 
have sufficient reserves 
from previous years to 
allow for this process 
of building and we 
continue with a strong cash position.  The Board is 
budgeting for near breakeven in 2018, which will be 
another year of building as we enjoy the benefits of 
creating opportunities for commercial organisations 
to help support our work.

We are pleased to present to our members 
the audited accounts on page 26 and the Boards 
annual statement on page 30.  We believe we are 
paying a fair salary for the services of our Executive 
Officer and an examination of the accounts will verify 
that our overheads are modest.  The many hours of 
volunteer time given by members of the Board help 
keep the costs of Walking SA to a minimum for the 
positive impact we believe we’re having on walking in 
South Australia.

The Board is again pleased to present a clear audit 
report on page 28 and we would like to thank Mr 
Peter Hall for his skill and expertise as a Registered 
Company Auditor offered for free to us.  We hope 
that Mr Hall will be kind enough to offer his services 
next year.

Ian Budenberg 
Treasurer
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We’re publicly recognising that over many years, 
many volunteers and others have contributed 
to South Australia’s great walking trails, walking 
clubs, and walking promotion and opportunities 

for health, wellbeing, recreation and tourism.
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Walking Awards

In 2016 Walking SA initiated 
the Walking Walking Awards. 
The now annual Walking 
SA Walking Awards are to 
recognise sustained and 
outstanding contribution 
to walking at all levels 
throughout SA. 

Many volunteers and others have contributed to 
South Australia’s great walking trails, walking clubs, 
and walking promotion and opportunities for health, 
wellbeing, recreation and tourism. The criteria for 
these awards are based upon:-

		Enhanced the development of walking in South 
Australia and/or

		Significantly furthered the objectives of Walking SA 
and/or

		Developed/supported the implementation of a 
significant walking project/activity and/or

		Added value to the wider community of South 
Australia

There are five categories for the awards: -

		Longstanding Contribution /Distinguished Service 
Award – Individual

		Special Recognition Award – Individual

		Special Recognition Award – Group/Organisation

		Local Government Award – Individual

		Local Government Award – Organisation

The presentation event was held on October 13th 
2016 and 16 recipients were recognised on the night. 
All recipients were promoted on the Walking SA web 
site and via social media. Special note is made of 
the inaugural longstanding contribution recipients 
on the night:

		Julian Monfries

		Colin Edwards

		Bill Gehling

View award winners at 
walkingsa.org.au/awards

954

4484

1253

989

1981

530

41

45424016

average 
daily visitors

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

average daily 
page impressions

Website & Social Media

Our reach and engagement through our 
website, social media and email channels 
has risen significantly in recent years, 
helping us to achieve our goal of seeing 
more people walk more often.

Find a Place to Walk directory

We’ve expanded our entries in the Find a Place to 
Walk directory. These walks and trails inspire people 
to walk, and provide the tools and links to find and 
use maps.

During 2016/17 110 new walks were added. The 
directory now comprises of 440 walks and trails, made 
up of:

		242 bushwalks (+68)

		69 city, town and suburb walks (+46)

		139 historical walks (+23)

Engagement

Our levels of engagement have been steadily 
increasing over the past three years.

		Website traffic is has grown in the past 12 months, 
with more visitors looking at more pages

		Our engagement levels through social media 
continue to increase - both in terms of the number 
of followers and also the reach of individual posts. 

		Our e-mailing list has an organic growth rate 
of about 60% pa - we now have over 2,200 
subscribers

Graph showing website engagement growth
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Hiking Expo, April 2017, Belair 
Opening of the Bushwalking Season

The event was an overwhelming success in attendance, and connecting people with new 
walking opportunities. The expo featured a large array of outdoor related stalls and a 
series of free guided walks around Belair National Park.

  1,500 to 2,000 people attending (compared to 150 
in 2016, and 350 in 2014)

  over 600 participants on the free guided walks 
(sold out), from diverse backgrounds and many 
new to hiking. 

  29 exhibitors offering a diverse range of walking 
options (compared to ten in 2016 and 22 in 2014)

These three metrics demonstrate that we connected 
people with new walk opportunities. These elements 
combined meant this event was very successful at 
meeting our organisation’s vision of more people 
walking more often.

The success of the event has placed Walking SA and 
its member walking clubs and member organisations 
very well for future walking events and walking 
promotion, ongoing advocacy, Walktober, and a 
similar 2018 event.

The success of the event largely came down to four 
significant factors all coming together:

1.  Strong engagement with our member 
bushwalking clubs

  Early engagement created solid credibility for the 
event, attracting further exhibitors and supporters 
as the date approached. Strong engagement 
was key to the provision of the guided walks 
which were popular (600+ people) and a strong 
mechanism in attracting people to attend.

  This was critical to the success of the event.

2. A high profile national park
  Belair National Park is Adelaide’s premier drawcard 

national park, with its near-city location and many 
hiking options.

  This was important to the success of the event.

3.  Good weather
  A combination of luck and moderate time of year, 

and despite a wetter summer season, the weather 
the day before and day of event was very good.

  This allowed the event to be a success.

4. Marketing which gained traction
  The marketing was focused mostly on social 

media networks. With the strong credible 
support base many exhibitors approached us, 
further strengthening marketing, and making the 
promotion of the event broad, including by many 
people, organisations and media.

  This was important to the success of the event.

The last Walking or Hiking Expos were in 2014 and 
2013. These 2013 and 2014 events demonstrated a 
change in focus from the traditional “Opening of the 
Walking Season” events to “Expos” in central locations 
to Adelaide city, to appeal to a wider demographic 
of people, especially those outside of members of 
bushwalking clubs. Earlier events had commonly been 
in further afield locations, often associated with trail 
openings, and were comparatively poorly attended, 
and mostly connected only with existing bushwalking 
club members. The change in focus to a broader 
group of people helps us to achieve our organisation’s 
vision of more people walking more often.

The next Hiking Expo is planned for Sunday 15 
April 2018 in Belair National Park. The guided walks 
attracted participants from diverse backgrounds and 
demographics so for 2018 we’re working on how we 
could build this strength and increase capacity and 
walking variety.

Save the Date
The next Hiking Expo will be on 
Sunday 15 April 2018  
in Belair National Park
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15 October

Explore Trails

Share Photos

Fin
d an Event

This October we’re celebrating  
walking with #walktoberSA

You’re just two feet 
from some of  

the best places  
in South Australia.



Walktober

Walktober continues to be a focus of Walking SA in promoting walking for health, leisure 
and transport. The Walktober 2016 initiative was funding from the Office for Recreation 
and Sport, and in early 2017 we were successful in gaining higher funding for the 
Walktober 2017 initiative. Walktober is a significant opportunity for Walking SA’s members 
to promote walking in their club or organisation as well as reach out to the walking 
community at large to promote our vision of more people walking more often.

Our Walktober promotions are conducted via social media, including Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, email and our 
website. The promotion covers four key aspects:

1  Trails Less Travelled

Our major event for Walktober was on Sunday 16th 
October 2016, and is back in 2017 on Sunday 15th 
October 2017. It is a series of 8 to 10 hikes up to Mt 
Lofty, each hosted by one of our member clubs. This 
helps to promote walking clubs and that there are 
trails beyond the ever popular Waterfall Gully to Mt 
Lofty walking trail.

“Most Adelaidians are familiar with the Waterfall 
Gully track to Mt Lofty Summit but did you know 
there are at least 10 other routes that can get 
you to the top? Come and join one of the hosted 
walks and discover some of the lesser known 
trails exploring Cleland Conservation Park and 
the trails beyond.

There are walk options to suit everybody. If 
you’re after a serious climb along forest trails 
to get your heart pumping, a gentle ramble to 
take in the scenery or something in between 
then we have a walk for you. Once you’re at the 
top, you can refresh yourself at the Summit Cafe 
and stroll among the stall holders in the summit 
courtyard. So whether it’s a new route or an 
old favourite, register for one of the Trails Less 
Travelled and we’ll see you at the summit!”

2  Exploring Trails

We’ve been promoting walking trails and routes 
through our Find a Place to Walk directory which has 
450 walks listed, including bushwalks, walks around 
suburbs and towns, and historical walks.

We publishing and promoting “best walks lists”, 
including:

3  Social Engagement

Throughout October we encouraged people to  share 
their “view from my walk” photo via social media using 
the hashtag #walktoberSA, with weekly prizes.

The campaign is a great way to engage with people 
in whatever walking they’re doing, and for them to 
promote walking to their friends.

In 2016 the campaign gained traction, and is back 
even stronger in 2017 with about 100 social media 
posts per week.

4  Find an Event

We’ve been promoting walk events so people can find 
events near them to join. We’ve listed walk events 
throughout SA on our event calendar for October. 
The calendar includes regular walks from our member 
clubs as well as other walking events from councils, 
health bodies and festivals.

   Accessible walks for 
wheelchairs and prams

   17 Short Walks on the 
Heysen Trail

   Best Walks with Dogs

   Best Walks with 
Strollers

   Best Lookouts on 
Hikes in SA

   Walks with Kids u7

   Walks with Kids 7-12

   Best Waterfall Hikes

   Best Hikes to See 
Wildlife in SA
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The Adelaide100 takes in the metropolitan sea 
front, the Adelaide Hills, and the River Torrens 

Linear Park. The best parts of nine parks feature.
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Jim Mclean, trail visionary, with John Potter, from the 
Friends of the Heysen Trail, and helper Bill Gehling 

having installed the first Adelaide 100 post.



Adelaide100 - The First Posts are in Place 

On the 6th June 2017 work began, on the ground, on the Adelaide100. Five volunteers 
laid posts. markers and stiles along the unmade road reserve Monument Road at Norton 
Summit. We were still building stiles when our first walkers waved from a distance checking 
directions. In the first week a dozen walkers went through (that we know of).
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Monument Road is the 
first bit of the Adelaide100 
completed - only 99km 
give or take to go. But 
Monument Road is full of 
appeal as a stand-alone 
walk. It has scenic views, 
native woodland and 
scrub, a domestic garden, 
the historic site of the 
church and cemetery of 
the founders of Norton 
Summit, the Tom Playford 
statue and the Scenic 
Hotel. It provides for 
the first time, safe and 
direct walking access to 
Norton Summit, for the 
families residing along 
Monument Road and 
beyond. For Heysen Trail 
walkers it is a spur, loop 
or alternative, which links 
via Debneys and Marble 
Hill Roads to the ruins of 
the old summer Governor’s residence at Marble Hill. 
For anyone driving up to Norton Summit it is a great 
escape from the car, as a return walk or a loop via 
Debneys Road.

The route of the Adelaide100, by decision of the Board 
of WalkingSA, is now a single loop. All alternatives and 
spurs have been removed, making it simpler to follow 
and easier to develop and manage. The Adelaide100 
goes through eight big parks. DEWNR (Department 
of Environment Water and Natural Resources) 
officers were excited, pleased and impressed when 
we presented our “large map” and declared that the 
route was set. They have taken away a set of detailed 
maps with some “problematic bits” to be resolved with 
Park Rangers.

In due course all land holders along the way - DEWNR, 
12 LGAs (Local Government Authorities) and 5 private 
owners - will be brought to the table. Questions of 
collaboration, development and ongoing maintenance 
will be addressed. WalkingSA is reviewing various 
models to take us into the future e.g. the self managing 
exemplars like the Sea to Summit and the Yurrebilla.

WalkingSA is grateful for, and would like to acknowledge 
the, generous donations made by affiliated clubs 
towards the Adelaide100 - $1000 from the Friends 
of the Heysen Trail and $1000 annually from Skyline 
Walkers. The potential exists to nurture relationships 
with food outlets, accommodation and wineries. Future 
walkers of the Adelaide100 will be encouraged to 
patronise businesses along the route and businesses 
will be invited to offer support of the Adelaide100 
in return.

Jim McLean
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Bushwalking Australia
Bushwalking Australia has consolidated the change 
of insurance arrangements that occurred in the 
previous year. 

Bushwalking Australia has been able to maintain the 
savings achieved into the 2017/18 financial year to the 
benefit of all member clubs.

A key issue of focus and debate has been the 
development of the national Australian Adventure 
Activity Standards (AAAS) – Bushwalking. Work on AAAS 
Bushwalking continues following the receipt of public 
comments on the latest draft.

National Australian Adventure Activity 
Standards (AAAS) – Bushwalking

The proposed National Australian Adventure Activity 
Standards (NAAAS) for Bushwalking continued to take 
up a lot of time and energy in 2017.   While there may 
be a need for such standards in the commercial sector 
and amongst school, scout and youth groups, we believe 
their use for bushwalking clubs would be unwarranted 
and inappropriate. There are fears that these standards, 
if applied to bushwalking clubs, would impose a heavy 
bureaucratic and administrative burden without any 
benefit to walker safety or enjoyment In most cases, 
clubs already achieve much better walker safety 
through their own existing standards and procedures. 
While the new standards, like their previous state-
based equivalents are voluntary, there still remains the 
possibility that people with the power to do so (like land 
managers or insurers) will require adherence to NAAAS. 
In the absence of other standards more suited to clubs, 
courts could hold leaders accountable for not adhering 
to NAAAS.

Efforts by Bushwalking  
Australia on behalf of clubs  
and individuals has succeeded  
in making the draft NAAAS  
more clearly state that 
it applies primarily to 
“dependant groups”. 
However, the hoped 
for blanket exclusion of 
bushwalking clubs from 
NAAAS has so far not 
succeeded.

My own perspective is 
that NAAAS is unlikely to 
be applied to bushwalking clubs in the near future, and 
in any case, not without being largely rewritten. There 
are moves by Bushwalking Victoria to have existing 
resources such as the Bush and Mountain Leadership 
Training Manual upgraded to fill this need.

Bill Gehling
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We thank the volunteers who have been 
collating trail use numbers and monitoring 
and assessing potential road reserve sales 

for their loss of walking opportunity.

Trails Report

For many years the most valuable trail access issues 
monitoring has been done for Walking SA by John Eaton, 
and before him Thelma Anderson. The work focuses on 
public property (almost always unmade road reserves) 
which is in danger of being sold into private hands 
and which is a walking thoroughfare or potential good 
walking thoroughfare. It entails the regular checking 
of Government Gazettes, making formal submissions 
of objection and addressing meetings of parties of 
conflicted interests. We thank John for his many years 
of work in this area, for the electronic database that 
records road reserves, for the monthly reports that he 
distributed to Walking SA and other interested groups, 
and in particular for the destinations that his work help 
to preserve for the walking community.

We also thank Ray Sinclair-Wood for monitoring the 
stats on walkers in the Quorn area. On a monthly basis 
Ray visits Dutchmans Stern, Mount Brown and Warren 
Gorge, and compiles numbers from visitor book entries 
which he relays to us each month. 

Other trail data is collected by Traker devices. Thanks 
goes to the Walking Trails Support Group, SA Recreation 
Trails Inc and John Eaton for the ongoing monitoring 
of these devices which are strategically located to 
electronically detect and record trail use. Trakers are 
located at on six walking trails in the Adelaide Hills and 
on the Lavender Federation Trail near Murray Bridge.

Our footpaths, tracks and trails are valued by Walking SA, 
the walking community and other users as well. For us 
shared-use issues arise when damage is done to walking 
corridors by other users and when there is a danger to 
walkers from other users. Walking SA addresses shared-

use issues at a range of 
levels. We use examples 
to support our advocacy. 
You are invited to submit 
to us specific or general 
examples of good or bad 
use of thoroughfares 
which are used by 
other conveyances 
e.g. bikes or horses.

One of our member walking clubs raised an issue 
with us in respect to large events affecting the walk 
plans of individuals and clubs. With respect to national 
parks, Walking SA has now negotiated a commitment 
from Department of Environment Water and Natural 
Resources to advertise in advance the staging of big 
events in their parks so that walkers can modify their 
plans in good time if necessary. There is further work to 
do to encompass other trail areas like forests.

The Mount Lofty Ranges Trails group has been doing 
good work since 2010 reviving and renewing part of 
the old Mt Lofty Ranges network in the Kersbrook area. 
The Sampson Flat fires of January 2015 devastated 
the almost completed network and work had to start 
again. The reopening Rising From The Ashes was held 
at the Kersbrook Institute on Sunday 8th October 
2017. Walking SA thanks its partners the Adelaide Hills 
Council and Forestry SA for their extensive support 
and involvement.

Jim McLean
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Profit & Loss
Walking SA Inc 
1 July 2016 to 30 June 2017

Income 30 Jun 17
Donations 4,532
Fund raising event 150
Government Grants - Walktober 20,000
Government Sustainability Grant 25,000
Interest Income 572
Members Insurance - Personal Accidents 1,418
Members Insurance - Public Liability 2,688
Space on our website 273
Subscriptions Clubs 9,403
Subscriptions Individuals 1,813
Subscriptions Organisations 1,400
Total Income 67,249

Gross Profit 67,249
 
Less Operating Expenses 

Adelaide 100 project 3,971
All Office Expenses 926
Bank Fees 430
Bookkeeping Costs 982
Bushwalking Australia fees 876
Depreciation 3,120
Events Costs 6,990
Insurance - Office 212
Marketing & Promotions Costs 490
Meeting costs 407
Member's Insurance - Personal Accident 1,137
Member's Insurance - Public Liability 2,655
Rent Rates & Utilities 4,334
Subscription 236
Superannuation 2,809
Telephone & Internet 1,543
Wages and Salaries 30,272
Walking Expo costs 40
Walktober Project Expenses 20,363
Web Costs 3,861
Total Operating Expenses 85,655

Net Profit (18,405)
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Balance Sheet
Walking SA Inc 
As at 30 June 2017

Assets 
Bank 30 Jun 2017

WSA Cheque Account 4,421
WSA Savings Account 47,893

Total Bank 52,314
 
Current Assets 

 

Accounts Receivable 366
Total Current Assets 366

 
Non-current Assets 

 

Equipment & Fittings 22,660
Less Accumulated Depreciation on Equipment & Fittings (22,660)
Bond Money 417
Total Non-current Assets 417

Total Assets 53,097

 
Liabilities 

Current Liabilities 
Employee entitlement - annual leave 3,287
Grant in advance - Annual ORS Sustainability grant -
GST 2,402
PAYG  Withholdings Payable 742
Superannuation Payable 951
Total Current Liabilities 7,382

Total Liabilities 7,382

Net Assets 45,715

 
Equity 

Current Year Earnings (18,405)
Members Funds 64,120

Total Equity 45,715
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Auditors Report
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Auditors Report (cont)
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Board Resolution
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walkingsa.org.au
Ph 0457 006 620  |  office@walkingsa.org.au
Address  |  118 Richmond Road, Marleston South Australia 5033
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