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Congratulations to Thelma Anderson OAM 
 
 
 
 

Featured in this edition of Walking SA News :-  
 
◊ Monarto Lands under threat 
◊ Volunteers required for trail work in the Flinders 

Ranges. 
◊ New Linking trail in Belair 
◊ Scott Creek Conservation Park 

 

Members of the Walking Access Committee,  
Mary Denton, Thelma Anderson, Arthur Ward,  
Joan Mooney (standing) at a recent meeting at  

Walking SA’s Office 
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Adventure Activity Standards 
 

For more information about the proposed 
 Standards, log onto these websites:- 

 

 www.orc.org.au. 
www.recreationsa.org 

www.adventurevictoria.org 
 

 The  walks  were the initiative of the Royal 
Geographical Society to support the regional guide 
Explore the Flinders Ranges.  The object of the walks 
is to get visitors out of their cars to discover and enjoy 
the delights  of an area with significant geological, 
biological and cultural interest. 
 Twelve walks, an  aggregate of 138 km were 
established in 1993-4 with volunteer effort and agency 
support. 
 Volunteers over the intervening twelve years 
have committed  time  and  energy  to develop and 
improve a product that provides a lot of pleasure for 
the wider community. 

 Each year we check the waymarking, system 
rectifying any damage, upgrading where necessary. 
 All tracks are inspected annually especially to 
check that drainage which is the key to track sustain-
ability is effective.  Any fallen trees etc are removed 
and  minor   works   are   undertaken  to  improve 
presentation.  
 You are invited to participate on any reasonable 
basis  that   fits   your   capabilities,  interests  and 
preferences.  Increasingly people are spending a day 
or so with us as part of a longer visit to the area. 

 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 
 

Flinders Ranges Bush Walks 2006 Maintenance Program 

Projected dates 
 
Flinders Ranges National Park   14 to 26 May 
Based at Oraparinna 
 
Gammon Ranges National Park  11 to 23 June 
Based at Nudlamutana Hut 
 
Southern Flinders Ranges 17 to 22 September 
Based at Dutchman Stern 
 
Accommodation 
◊ You are welcome to make your own arrangements 

Gratis  good  “shearers quarters”  standard          
accommodation, hot showers and well equipped 
kitchens are available. 

◊ All sites can accommodate one or two caravans. 
◊ You do need a good sleeping bag. 
◊ You need to provide your own food;  by arrange-

ment evening meals are often communal. 
 
Working Days 
◊ Generally eight  hours base to base, transport is 

provided. 
◊ It is necessary to take lunch, morning and after-

noon tea. 
◊ Practical clothing to cater for weather fluctuations, 

especially  adequate  sun protection and good 
walking boots are needed. 

◊ All tools and protective equipment are provided. 
 
 
Further Information 
 
Please contact 
Rob Marshall 
Friends of Parks Inc - Walking Trails Support Group 
PO Box 3037, Norwood SA  5067 
Telephone  8362 1595 
Email  suerob2@bigpond.com 
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AUSTRALIA DAY HONOURS  

Congratulations Thelma. 
 

 Thelma Anderson was awarded an OAM at the 
recent Australia Day Honours   “For service to the 
environment and to natural heritage preservation 
through the establishment of maintenance of walking 
tails and conservation areas.” 
 In 1986 Thelma  attended a meeting at the Dom 
Polski Centre called by Terry Lavender to learn more 
about the development of the Heysen Trail and went 
on to join and become an enthusiastic member of the 
Friends.   She  also worked as their Administrative 
Officer for a number of years.   Thelma is now an 
Honorary Member of the Friends of the Heysen Trail 
and shares responsibility  for the maintenance of a 
section of the Heysen Trail.    
 She is a keen walker and a long time member of 
various bushwalking groups, including the  ARPA 
Bushwalking Group, Noarlunga Bushwalking Club, 
WEA Ramblers, Four Seasons and occasionally with 
Bushlanders.  
 As an active committee member of the Walking 
SA,  Thelma has continued to promote the retention of 
road reserves for conservation and recreational and 
use. 
 Many thanks Thelma for all the work you do for 
walkers and the community. 

SARTI 
“The Lavender Federation Trail”  

Opening of Section Tungkillo to Springton 

Sunday, 7th May 2006 has been set as the open-
ing  date for the Tungkillo to Springton Section of 
the Trail.  Walking Clubs and individuals should 
plan walks on this day to finish at the Springton 
Community  Hall  by  2.30pm  in  time for the 
official opening, after which afternoon tea will be 
provided by the Springton Progress Association.  
 
SARTI will also be releasing the new colour 
map of the Trail and an advertising brochure. 
 
TV Program 
On  the  Sunday the 30th  April  2006  at 5.30pm  
the television program “Postcards” will feature  
“The  Lavender Federation Trail”  
 
 
Thanks to Graham Hallandal for 
the latest news. 
 
The next issue of 
“Footsteps” will provide 
more details. 

Onkaparinga River National Park  
 

Detailed colour, contour maps showing features of 
interest, tracks and gridlines of the Park 

has just been released. 
  
Double sided A3 Maps feature 
The Upper and Lower Gorge  Scale 1:15,000 
Onkaparinga River Recreation  
Park and Hardy’s Scrub    Scale 1:10,000 
 

Cost:    $15.00   for  the   set. 
 

Contacts: 
 Rick Williams    8384 7812 
 Malcolm Kirkham   8382 0929 
 

Proceeds will be used by the Friends Group to  
further protect the biodiversity of the Park. 

NEW RELEASE 
MAPS  & BOOKS FOR WALKERS 

“Yurrebilla Trail   A Hiker’s Guide” 
 
This booklet has recently been  released and is 
available from: 
 
DEH Mapland, 
Level 1, 100 Pirie Street 
Adelaide 
 
 or 
 
Mt Lofty Summit  
Visitor Centre 
 
RRP  $9.95. 
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 The Walking Federation of South Australia 
Inc. for whom I work in a voluntary capacity has 
recently received correspondence from The De-
partment for Environment & Heritage (DEH) in-
dicating that they wish to test the concept of 
‘community management’ of the Monarto Lands. 
 The DEH has produced a draft discussion 
paper providing ‘background information’ on the 
future use of the Monarto Lands, important 
‘things’ interest groups/stakeholders need to 
know, and an ‘Invitation to Participate’ form. It 
also identifies some of the processes that could be 
used in considering proposals for the 
‘development’ of the Monarto Lands (their termi-
nology in italics). A website on this issue is being 
considered by DEH. 
 It is important to point out that development 
of the lands has already proceeded, possibly 
unlawfully, by some of it being leased to farmers 
who have already removed trees and vegetation in 
contravention of heritage legislation. 
  There has already been one meeting of in-
terested parties re the Monarto Lands hosted by 
DEH. However Thelma Anderson and I ensured 
that WSA was identified as an interested party 
and we attended a second meeting on your behalf, 
on Friday 3rd March, at Keswick DEH, chaired by 
Peter Croft, Deputy Director Natural & Cultural 
Heritage. 
  Peter reaffirmed the Department’s wish to 
preserve the environmental and heritage value of 
the Monarto Lands, whilst at the same time iden-
tifying land that would be sold in the short term to 
fund a Project Officer to develop a management 
strategy for the Lands. Peter stated the Minister’s 
wish to reduce the costs of managing the Monarto 
Lands and to devolve their management to incor-
porated community bodies who would tout for 
funding from the Commonwealth. Judging by the 
personnel being employed on the ground to main-
tain this area, these costs would appear to be neg-
ligible when compared with the revenue poten-
tially able to be generated by their sale – in part 
or in whole,  especially  with  Murray  Bridge 
burgeoning on the eastern ‘cusp’ of these lands. 
  

 Professor David Paton, a consultant for 
DEH,  also  attended  the  meeting. David had 
previously conducted a study of the environ-
mental resources of the Monarto Lands. He 
warned  against any development proposals for 
the land   before  a  fuller  assessment  of  the  
conservation  value of  the  project  had been 
completed and indicated that there was still a lot 
of work to be done before the Department could 
proceed with changes to the status quo. On your 
behalf,   Thelma  and   I  recorded  our  strong 
opposition to the proposal to sell off any section 
of the Monarto lands.  
 Organisations  involved  with  the  preser-
vation   of    bushland   habitat   such   as  The 
Ornithological Society of SA Inc. (Birds SA) and 
the Native Orchid Society of SA Inc. (NOSSA) 
will, as a matter of some urgency, need to survey 
the Monarto lands for indigenous bird and native 
orchid  species  and  assess  whether it  should 
defend these populations against whatever devel-
opment proposals are put before government. 
Likewise, the Walking Federation of SA Inc. 
(Walking SA), through its Access Committee will 
also  need  to  act  on behalf of its members to 
ensure that any management proposals that depart 
from the status quo do not limit walking access to 
the Monarto Lands. 
 I have since proposed a different procedural 
model  for  the Monarto Lands, which I have 
communicated to Peter Croft. This model allows 
for the funding of a study of the environmental 
and conservation assets of the Lands before any 
sale of the Lands. It does this by establishing a 
separate legal entity – a Monarto Lands Manage-
ment Association Inc. An Executive (Steering) 
Committee and representative reference group 
would be formed within this body. The Associa-
tion  would then be able to apply for Common-
wealth seed funding and oversee the study of the 
conservation and environmental assets of the 
Lands  before  considering  any  proposals  for 
departing from the status quo. 
  

John Eaton 

MONARTO LANDS UNDER THREAT 
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 Do you know the avenue of sequoias on 
Minno Creek near the eastern boundary of Belair 
National Park? Probably less than 5% of park 
visitors have ever seen these magnificent trees. A 
new walking track cut by volunteers now makes 
this area more accessible. With some short further 
links, it would provide an easy grade to walk 
from  the  Sturt Creek at  Coromandel Valley to 
the summit of Mt Lofty. 
 Walkers heading north in the east of the 
park follow the Berri Werri Track down to Minno 
Creek from Cherry Plantation Road as shown on 
the Belair Park pamphlet. From the sequoias, 
claimed to have been planted in the 1960s, the old 
track climbs very steeply up to the railway. Here, 
walkers have had to (illegally) climb over two 
locked gates to continue. 
 The new track follows up a tributary creek, 
commencing thirty metres north of the crossing of 
the Minno at the sequoias. The benched track 
switches back after crossing the tributary to join a 
little-known informal track leading up to Saddle 
Hill Road   over  the  railway   tunnel.   A new 
improved gradient has been cleared through the 
pest plants above the point where the new track 
section meets the old. This is currently marked by 
blue tapes. Further improvements are planned to 
benching and weed control on the new alignment. 

 Walkers are encouraged to use the new 
alignment  and to add their support to possible 
future extension of the new track – a direct link to 
Saddle Hill Road at the top and a link to the 
cherry plantation via the blackberry-choked 
Minno Creek bank at the bottom. 
 

Arthur Ward 

Upgrade track between Saddle Hill Road and upper 
Minno Creek -  Belair National Park 

Map shows portion of Belair National Park 
New track marked with dotted line 

Free Publication 
 

“40 Great South Australian 
Short Walks” 

  
In this handy pocket guide 
there are 40 short walks that 
vary in  difficulty and length 
from  a  45-minute  gentle 
ramble to  a  5  hour  physical 
challenge. 
 

Each page features a different 
walk,  with  photographs  of 
the area,   a basic map,  short 
description and information 
about location, distance, walk 
classification and facilities 
available. 
 

 

ATTENTION  
WALK LEADERS 

 

Forestry SA Rangers have asked that 
clubs provide prior notification of all 
planned walks in forest areas,  giving 
the approximate number of participants 
and details of the proposed walk route.  
This would apply to all walks 
throughout the year.   
 

Contacts:  Mt Crawford Forest   
  Phone (08) 8524 6004 
 

  Kuitpo Forest   
  Phone  (08) 8391 8800  

New Track 
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Monarto Land.       Walking  SA    representatives 
attended a meeting held recently at DEH to discuss 
issues relating to future use of Monarto crown land.  
The proceedings of this meeting and our recommenda-
tions will be outlined in a separate item in this issue of 
Walking S.A. News. 
 
Draft Heysen Trail Strategic Plan 2006 – 2016.  
This Plan has recently been released by DEH.  Walk-
ers interested in the contents of this Plan may wish to 
obtain a copy from DEH – or the internet – and make 
comment on its contents by 13 April, 2006.     It is 
understood  that a Draft Management Plan for the 
Heysen Trail is in the process of preparation, and 
again, interested walkers may wish to comment on 
this  more  detailed document  when  it  becomes 
available. 
 
Kelly Road, City of Onkaparinga. Walking SA and 
Council staff have made an on-site inspection of this 
undeveloped road reserve, situated in the vicinity of 
Clarendon.  The section of road reserve in question is 
located  to  the  east  of  Piggott  Range  Road  and 
provides a valuable link from the area on the western 
side of Piggott Range Road to Onkaparinga Park and 
the outskirts of Clarendon.  The Tom Roberts Horse 
Trail is also available for walking in this location.  
Extensive negotiation between the adjoining land-
owner and Council will be required as fencing has 
been constructed across the road reserve.  However, 
the  situation  is  not  insoluble and will ultimately 
provide a scenic walking experience. 
 
Woodcutters Road.  Access along Woodcutters Road 
remains unresolved following Onkaparinga Council’s 
decision to close the road “for conservation purposes”.  
This undeveloped road reserve provides a valuable 
link between Acklands Hill Road and Pole Road at 
Ironbank  and  has  been  identified  for retention for 
extension of the Yurrebilla Trail.  Woodcutters Road 
would enable access between Belair National Park, 
Scott Creek Conservation Park and Mark Oliphant 
Recreation  Park and provides potential for further 
extension of the Yurrebilla Trail beyond these areas as 
envisaged by the Greater Mount Lofty Ranges Park 
Plan.  At the present time the road reserve contains a 
serious weed infestation of broom and blackberry pos-
ing a threat to adjacent areas of dense native bushland.  
Negotiations are continuing with Council. 

Friends    of     Onkaparinga     National      and 
Onkaparinga Recreation Parks.     The Walking 
Access Committee congratulates members of this Park 
in celebrating the Twentieth Anniversary of this 
Friends’ group and for the transformation of the area 
to a popular bushland environment. 
 
Presentation re Legislative changes to protect road 
reserves.       A letter has been sent to the Premier, 
Mike Rann, urging him to re-examine the refusal by 
the Office for Recreation and Sport to recommend and 
implement legislative changes as recommended by 
Clive Brooks in order to prevent the disposal of unde-
veloped road reserves.  We have been assured of a 
reply. 
 
 

 Thelma Anderson, 
Walking Access Committee     

WALKING ACCESS COMMITTEE 

Pioneer Women’s Trail 
Development Report 

 
 With the coopera-
tion of the Adelaide Hills 
Council who have ap-
proved the route from the 
Freeway at Verdun to the 
Crafers interchange, extra 
posts will be installed soon 
to  carry  direction and 
information signs. 
 Volunteers  from 
Walking SA are working 
on the design of signage, 
maps and the information 
brochure which are in an 
advanced stage of devel-
opment. 
 Within a few months the first stage of this pro-
ject will be open for use by the general public. 
Stage 2 to complete the total project from Hahndorf to 
Beaumont will take place in the next financial year, 
provided that funds are made available. 
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The Park was purchased by the State Government in 
the early1970’s and managed by the State Planning 
Authority until it was gazetted as a Conservation Park 
in1985. 
 
DERWENTIA VALLEY - A major bush restoration 
project is nearing completion in this valley.   Black-
berry up to 6 foot deep, boneseed, erica and briar have 
mostly been removed.   The creek line is now visible, 
full of reeds, rushes and other water loving plants.  
There is a permanent spring surrounded by bullrushes 
on the northern side of the track. A number of rare and 
endangered plants have been discovered here before, 
and since, the blackberries were removed. 
 
ALMANDA VALLEY AND MINE - This area was 
mined intermittently from 1850 to 1887 for copper 
and   silver,  but   proved  uneconomic  and   was 
abandoned.  Some of the stone ruins still remain.   The 
valley to the north of the mine is to undergo small 
scale restoration in the near future. 
 
SCOTT CREEK - Both sides of this permanent creek 
have been cleared of willows and other exotic species.  
This has greatly improved the area, but it requires con-
stant work to prevent re-infestation .   This work was 
funded   by  the  Onkaparinga  Water  Catchment 
Management Board.   A major stabilization project to 
prevent further serious erosion has been completed 
where the creek enters the Park.    Mackereth Cottage 
is still standing on the bank of the Creek just south of 
the Park   It  was  built  by  George Mackereth.    He 
settled here in 1838 with his wife Sarah. 
 
VIMINARIA CREEK - This Creek was named after 
a single rare Viminaria juncea (Golden Spray) tree 
growing on the edge of the permanent dam.  The tree 
then died.  The Friends Group planted some replace-
ment seedlings, but this proved unnecessary as several 
plants reappeared naturally after the blackberries were 
removed.   There is a substantial dry stone wall below 
the old benched track above the creek.  This was 
probably built to create a flat area below the wall, 
where  an early occupant grew vegetables for sale, 
watered by the spring feed creek which flows all year. 
 
BUSHRAT CREEK - There is an old Stone ruin here 
held up by an ivy trunk.   The soft sandstone was dug 
from a small quarry not far to the east of the ruin.  The 
creek line is undergoing slow restoration to protect a 
number of rare plants growing here. 

BLACKWATER DAM - A good sized spring feeds 
this dam which is deeply stained with tannin leached 
from tea tree growing above the dam. 
 
MACKERETH CREEK AND THE TWISTED 
CHIMNEY - This creek line is undergoing a major 
restoration effort.   Much of it was cleared and planted 
to  vegetables  and  fruit  trees around 1940.  The 
chimney is an interesting piece of brickwork.  The 
chimneys of two fire places at right angles twist and 
join to form a single chimney outlet. 

FOX BOG - This is a large fragile boggy area below 
a 5M cliff line containing a number of rare plants.   
This creek line is under going restoration by progres-
sive removal  of  a  serious  infestation of blackberry 
and Erica.       Please  don’t  descend  below  the  
cliff. 

Keep  to  tracks  and  paddock  areas avoiding    
sensitive areas. 

John Butler 

 

 

 

 

 

Now available for sale                             
detailed   colour  contour maps of    
Scott Creek Conservation Park.    

Showing features of interest, creek 
names, tracks and grid lines. 

 

Double sided A3   1:10,000 scale  $10.00     
Double sided A4   1:15,000 scale   $8.00  

Contact:              
John Butler 8278 2773,  Tom Hands 8388 2150 
or Walking  SA 8361 2491 

Proceeds will be used by the Friends Group to 
further protect the biodiversity.  
  

SCOTT CREEK CONSERVATION PARK 
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