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WALKING SA News
President’s Report 2005/06

Welcome to the AGM and thank you for
putting some time on one side to attend. The past
year, while being busy, has not had too much
major drama. Planning and construction of the
Pioneer Women’s Trail has progressed very well,
a survey of walking trails in Belair NP and planning of a trail along Fifth Creek Campbelltown
have all brought credit and much needed funds to
the Federation.
Adventure Activity Standards so far have
not reached a satisfactory conclusion and are an
ongoing project. With the subject of Undeveloped
Road Reserves we seem to have reached a more
constructive rapport with some government agencies and with health concerns taking a high profile we have a strong argument in our favour.
Something that has had an impact on the
Federation is the security of our accommodation.
This has been a big factor in allowing us to devote our energy to achieving our aims, and not on
our survival, and with additional funds from subleasing part of the accommodation we should be
able to plan ahead for the coming year with confidence.
The Office for Recreation and Sport two
years ago provided some financial security in offering three-year grants to organisations such as
ours. This grant, while not large, did provide a
secure base to work with over the funding period.
The grant is due to end in the next twelve months
and we await with interest the continuity or otherwise of this funding. This brings me to a motion
to be voted on later in the meeting, that of the
Federation moving to a per capita membership
fee. This has been debated regularly over the past
twelve months and a discussion paper issued. I
earnestly hope you will support this motion as it
will go a long way to further securing our future
and to some extent make us a little more fire
proof.

As the members of walking clubs are the
prime supporters of the Federation in voluntary
work, and should the motion be accepted they
will also be the prime financial supporters. It
then seems reasonable that the Federation should
have a prime interest in supporting the clubs to a
very high degree. One avenue would be in attempting to gain access to SA Water Reserves for
our affiliated clubs. People tell me a snowball in
hell has more chance of success, however I
believe this is something worth pursuing as a way
of repaying the support the Federation has
received from its members.
As my two years at the helm is fast finishing I find now I almost know what is going on,
and instead of being totally confused I am only
slightly so. To do this job to its full potential we
really need a full time CEO to attend all meetings
and follow up on Action Points, Strategic Plans,
Initiatives, plus initiate and support ideas from
our members. We need an assistant to co-ordinate
volunteers and follow up issues etc, plus an income of $100,000 pa. A big thank you to the outgoing committee and our Office Assistant, June
Boscence, for achieving so much on so much less.
To our new President, I’m sure you will receive
the support I have, and best wishes for a successful and interesting presidency.
David Marcroft
August 2006

ATTENTION
WALK LEADERS
Forestry SA Rangers have asked that clubs
provide prior notification of all planned walks
in forest areas, giving the approximate
number of participants and details of the
proposed walk route. This would apply to all
walks throughout the year.
Contacts: Mt Crawford Forest
Phone (08) 8524 6004
Kuitpo Forest
Phone (08) 8391 8800
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New Map for

The Marion Coast Park

“The Lavender Federation Trail”
Mt Beevor to Springton

The Marion Coast Park extends 7.2 km from
Marino in the north to Hallett Headland
Reserve in the south. A part of the Adelaide
Coast Park, its environment is unique in the
metropolitan area with its rugged cliffs, small
coves and a rocky coast.

This new map is now
available from outdoor
stores

It also features world famous geological formations at Hallett Cove, important sites of
remnant coastal vegetation and the significant
cultural presence of the Tjilbruke Dreaming.

RRP $10.00

You can walk the whole coastline using the
Marion Coastal Walking Trail (approx. 3 hour
walk one way), or chose a section which suits
your fitness level.
A new colour brochure has just been
released which features coastal walk details,
an informative map of the area,
and details about coastal flora

Walking SA’s Committee 2006/2007
Committee Members
Thelma Anderson
Peter Beer
Myra Betschild
Merilyn Browne
Brian Croft
Mary Denton
John Eaton
Bill Gehling
Fran Lucas
David Marcroft
Chris Moad
Joan Mooney
Lis O’Shea (Hon. Secretary)
Arthur Ward (Hon. Treasurer)
Administration June Boscence

14a Stuart Road, Dulwich SA 5065
(PO Box 6067, Linden Park 5065)

Telephone 8361 2491
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MAPS & BOOKS FOR WALKERS

“Yurrebilla Trail A Hiker’s Guide”
This booklet has recently been released and is
available from:
DEH Mapland,
Level 1, 100 Pirie Street
Adelaide

Free Publication

“40 Great South Australian
Short Walks”

or
Mt Lofty Summit
Visitor Centre
RRP $9.95.

Onkaparinga River National Park
Detailed coloured, contour maps showing features of
interest, tracks and gridlines of the Park
have just been released.
Double sided A3 Maps feature
The Upper and Lower Gorge
Onkaparinga River Recreation
Park and Hardy’s Scrub
Cost:

Scale 1:15,000

In this handy pocket guide
there are 40 short walks that
vary in difficulty and length
from a 45-minute gentle
ramble to a 5 hour physical
challenge.
Each page features a different
walk, with photographs of
the area, a basic map, short
description and information
about location, distance, walk
classification and facilities
available.

Scale 1:10,000

$15.00 for the set.

Contacts:
Rick Williams
Malcolm Kirkham

8384 7812
8382 0929

Proceeds will be used by the Friends Group to
further protect the biodiversity of the Park.

Scott Creek Conservation Park
Detailed coloured contour maps
showing features of interest, creek names,
tracks and grid lines.
Double sided A3 1:10,000 scale $10.00
Double sided A4 1:15,000 scale $8.00
Contact:
John Butler 8278 2773
Tom Hands 8388 2150
Walking SA 8361 2491
Proceeds will be used by the
Friends Group to
further protect the biodiversity
of the Park.

Friends of Parks
Walking Trails Support Group

Opportunities for Volunteers
Flinders Ranges Bush Walks
Routine maintenance, checking the assets,
grooming the tracks.
Please contact:
Walking SA if you require more details
or to register your interest
Office Telephone 8361 2491
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Larapinta Trail
The Northern Territory Parks and Wildlife
Service has recently published an excellent information kit containing a wealth of information on
this spectacular walk.
The kit contains a large coloured poster
which is in two parts, one an aerial photograph of
the whole route with the track marked clearly,
and a map of the same area as the photograph
with a detailed route map showing main features,
access points and campsites. The two together
make a very useful planning tool.
Also included are twelve double-sided
sheets with coloured contour maps at a scale of
1:50,000 showing greater detail of each of 12
stages. Detailed track notes giving background to
significant features, landscape, fauna and flora to
be encountered accompany each map. Coloured
photographs of the landscape, flora and fauna are
also included. The maps are published on strong
waterproof paper.
Three A4 fact sheets include extra information on safety, caring for the environment and the
all-important information on transport, food drop
locations and fees.
This package makes planning and executing
a trip on the Trail easy, as well as serving as an
inspiration to tackle part, or all, of the trail. The
N.T.P.W.S have produced an inspirational package that will lure many walkers onto the trail

Larapinta Trail e-book
Planning to do the Larapinta Trail? Take
a Walk Publications have released their
Larapinta Trail track notes as an e-book
These notes include sketch maps and
gradient profiles for the complete walk and are
available for $11.95 from their website
www.takewalk.com.au
All e-book purchasers will be offered a
substantial discount on Take A Walk in the
Northern Territory when it is published later this
year. That book will include the Larapinta trail
notes, along with a detailed collection of day
walks and overnight hikes in every National
Park in the Northern Territory.
The book will also include a hikers guide
to cooking and dehydrating trail food and recipes that have been tried and tested in the bush.
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Pioneer Women’s
Trail Update
Volunteers have been
installing waymarking
plates and decals along the
trail between Verdun and
Stirling.
The brochure has returned from the designer
and is now in the process of
being checked and extra
information added to the
map data.
The re-route in the Mt Osmond area is well
underway. Volunteers from Walking SA and
Friends of Parks, Walking Trails Support Group,
led by Rob Marshall, were involved in the initial
clearing of Hawthorn along the proposed route
and preparing a site line of markers. Andrew
Crompton of Burnside Council has organised
the Conservation Volunteers to do the track
benching.
Our thanks to all volunteers who have given their
time and support to this project.

Walk leaders
please mark your calendars

Opening of the Walking Season
Sunday 15 April 2007

Walkers on Count’s Point Ridge, Larapinta Trail
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Walking Access Committee

Woodcutters Road. Many thanks to all walkers and
walking clubs who responded to our pleas to submit
objection to the proposed closure of Woodcutters
Road.
Onkaparinga Council is now assessing the
significant response from the walking community in
particular in an effort to amicably resolve various issues related to the local community and recreational
groups. We will continue to monitor progress of the
situation in order to keep members informed.
Heysen Trail maintenance at Melrose. A group of
ARPA volunteers travelled to Melrose in June to
carry out checking and maintenance tasks on the
section of Heysen Trail between Georgetown and
Melrose. One of the tasks to be carried out was the
replacement of two stiles, installed in 2005, that had
been dismantled from a road reserve now being used
as a re-routed section of the Trail in order re-direct
walkers away from the speeding vehicular traffic of
the Main North Road. Advice has now been received
from a walker to the effect that one stile has again
been dismantled and the second one has been
damaged causing minor injury. Care should be taken
by walkers visiting the area. The Heysen Trail Unit of
DEH has been advised of the situation.
Heysen Trail along Blackfellows Creek Road.
Agreement has finally been reached for the Heysen
Trail to be re-located from the unsealed traffic lane to
the adjoining road reserve where a track has been in
existence and used by some walkers for many years.
This area comes within the management
of
Alexandrina Council. Council has given valuable support to the Heysen Trail in supplying Phytophthora
hygiene stations in various locations as well as providing the services of Green Corps to sensitively remove
blackberry and other pest plant species within the road
reserve. Care should be exercised by walkers using
this area by keeping strictly to the marked trail as it
proceeds south towards Mount Magnificent because it
contains a valuable indigenous plant population.
Birds also abound throughout. It is expected that
marking will be incorporated into Four Seasons Bushwalking programme during Autumn, 2007. A re-route
of the Heysen Trail through the adjoining pastoral
property north of the above location was marked earlier this year by Four Seasons following the generous
co-operation of Mr. Geoff Stuckey; also Dr. Daniel
Kearney of the adjoining property containing native
vegetation and extending north to Woodgate Hill
Road.

This re-route avoids the need to replace the bridge
over Blackfellows Creek, situated on the property of
Dr. Daniel Kearney. With the valuable co-operation
of these two landowners the almost total elimination
of the need to use Blackfellows Creek Road has undoubtedly improved the safety of the Heysen Trail.
Battunga Country. A leaflet has been produced by
Battunga-Country Tourism Association describing
details of historic drives, scenic drives, walks and
cycles routes in the southern region of the State. The
walks are situated along minor roads and undeveloped
road reserves, providing safe alternatives during the
summer season when some of the trails are closed.
Country markets are sometimes available at townships
within the area. An excellent A3 size map is included
as part of the brochure. Efforts are being made to
obtain a supply of this brochure for the information of
members.
Ballarat to Skipton Rail Trail. Members of ARPA
Bushwalking Club recently travelled to Ballarat to
walk the former railway line between Ballarat and the
township of Skipton that has now been converted to a
multi-use trail for walkers and cyclists. From Ballarat
the Rail Trail first passes through a light industrial
area and grazing or farming activities, then enters
native forest where orchids and wildflowers were in
prolific bloom. The 54-kilometres rail trail provided
an interesting walking experience for three days followed by three days’ walking on the Great Dividing
Trail being constructed as a celebration of Federation.
Lavender Federation Trail. The Lavender Federation
Trail now extends between Murray Bridge and
Springton and includes significant distances on undeveloped road reserves as it passes through the Ranges
on its way to Clare. The S.A.R.T.I. Board is proceeding with plans for the next extension to Keyneton and
Truro and of course the assistance of walkers is always greatly appreciated. If you are able to help in
any way with the many tasks needed, contact the
Chairman of S.A.R.T.I. , Chris Bushell, (8364-3594)
for details.
The District Council of Mount Barker,
and City of Onkaparinga.
The above named local government authorities have
recently released for consultation their respective draft
recreational trails network strategies and action plans
for the period between 2007 and 2012. Walking SA
has responded to them on behalf of the walking
community.
Thelma Anderson
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Member Group
EASTWOOD WALKING GROUP ON SAFARI
Every year we go on safari, a five day trip
and a long weekend. We are uniquely fortunate
in having access to the Eastwood Community
Centre bus. Mairi, the coordinator, is a staunch
advocate and lobbies hard for us with he Management Committee. This year we did a River Safari, the state of the Murray and water in general
occupying our minds.
Day 1
We travelled in convoy with six people in the bus
and a 4WD vehicle. We broke our travel at Banrock Station which has a well researched river
rejuvenation, water conservation and regeneration
scheme. A four kilometre walk allowed for bird
watching and botany, early lunch, spot of wine
tasting and stocking up on essential liquid supplies. Afternoon tea at the historic Border Cliffs
Customs House, and a riverside walk in the
Chowilla Game Reserve. We stayed overnight in
a villa in the Curlwaa Caravan Park on the banks
of the Murray at Wentworth. That night we prepared an Eastern African Curry that involved
joint chopping of colourful fruit and vegetables
for the side dishes.
Day 2
We explored Lake Mungo. Scenically impressive eroded columns of golden sands arise starkly
in the solitude from a lunette representing the
shore line of the ancient Willandra Lake system.
We walked an area which has been occupied continuously 60,000 years and records the first human cremations. Staggering when compared with
the age of the Egyptian civilization let alone
Captain Cook. There is also much evidence of
more recent history, station buildings, shearing
sheds and water holes for Cobb & Co coaches.
On return to Wentworth, plant and bird identification was followed by a BBQ.
Day 3
Cold winds and rain during the night closed the
roads to Mungo and Danggali. We escaped the
inclement weather at Hattah Kulkyne National
Park south of Mildura. There is a very pleasant
mallee dune walk. Abundant lakeside vegetation
provides a haven for birds (also kangaroos and
lizards).

Back to Mildura in the afternoon and a cold
blowy paddle steamer trip on the Murray River
through Lock 11. Evocative of “All the Rivers
Run”.
BBQ dinner and scrabble.
Day 4
Kings Billabong just out of Mildura is a lake created to pump water in stages from the Murray uphill to the irrigated town of Mildura. A visit to
Mildura’s Inland Botanic Gardens, then back to
Wentworth to walk the peninsula at the Murray/
Darling junction. We finished the day at a Regatta at the Wentworth Rowing Club on the banks
of the Murray. Farewell dinner at the Wentworth
RSL Club then scrabble and packing for our early
start in the morning.
Day 5
Up, up and away at 5.15am to meet our pilot with
hot air balloon in tow. Our last day is the first
day of our trip that gentle winds have made it
possible. The lady upstairs who controls the
weather has really looked after us. It is quite
ethereal to be floating noiselessly in the quietude
of dawn (except for the occasional roar of hot air
to change altitude—the only method of steering.
We dove home through Ngarkat Conservation
Park, the sandy terrain and vegetation reminiscent
of Cox Scrub Conservation Park. An interesting
trip to unusual places, good company and memorable adventures.
Dr Rosemary Allen

Lake Mungo
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Mt Barker area Laratinga Wetlands Trails

The Laratinga Wetlands Trails are an easy stroll from the central Mt Barker township. Walkers
can start from Keith Stephenson Park on the corner of Adelaide Road/Flaxley Road and follow the
linear path to the wetlands. This area has been landscaped using indigenous plant species to encourage
birds. Islands have been built in the lagoons as safe habitats for nesting water birds.
The trails are
colour coded, yellow for the Chestnut Teal Trail, red for the Rosella Trail and green for the Sacred Ibis
Trail.
A trip to the area can also include a climb to Mt Barker, with splendid views over the surrounding
countryside all the way to Mt Lofty. There is also a walking track which circumnavigates the summit.

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FOR ALL WALKERS
15 OCTOBER 2006 - A STATEWIDE EARLY START TO THE FIRE DANGER SEASON
The record dry conditions across the state has resulted in early drying of both grasslands and forests. This has
meant that the start of the 2006-07 Fire Danger Season has been brought forward.
The official Fire Danger Season will commence on Sunday 15 October across the whole of South Australia.
At this time, the normal termination dates will apply.
This year there will be a significant risk in forested and scrubland areas. People living and working in,
travelling through, and visiting rural South Australia are urged to prepare now and be bushfire ready.
Restrictions on various activities including campfires, barbecues and burn offs will apply from 15 October.
Further information can be found on the CFS website at www.cfs.org.au or phone the bushfire
information hotline on 1300 362 361.
Authorised by Euan Ferguson, Chief Officer of
The South Australian Country Fire Service

