The proposed township is situated in a beautiful
valley, well-sheltered from the prevailing winds,
including both sides of a creek, in which there is
at all seasons abundance of fine water.
Liz has been lucky to have the help of a number
of very talented local artists and groups. The
Nairne and District Residents Association and, in
particular, Clive Pay, who project managed the
initial stages of the project, raised much of the
early funding and built most of the panels on
which the murals are painted.

The Nairne Historic Murals project was started
and coordinated by Liz Hirstle, a local artist who
runs a painting school at the Jonathan Art Centre
in Dawesley.

The Murals

The adjoining hills afford extensive views of
Mount Barker and the country around. As the
climate is salubrious, and the elevation from the
plains considerable, it is a most desirable spot for
summer residences, particularly for persons
requiring change of air.

It would also not have been possible without the
support of Mayor Ann Ferguson, and many of the
staff at The District Council of Mount Barker.

Matthew and Elizabeth Smillie

Zana Thiele

The Blacksmith and The Country Fair.

John Mangal

The 'Pig Run', The Old Police Station,
The Old Mill and Gum tree.

Helen Carman and Lynda Wyatt

Steam Train.

Bill Burrows

Country Fire Service, Soldiers Memorial,
The Post Office, The Tannery and Amos Howard.

Liz Hirstle

The Mural artists

The soil is a deep, dark loam, thickly covered with
a rich sward of grass, and the neighbourhood
abounds with good building freestone & limestone.
From an advertisement in The Register (predecessor
of todays Advertiser) of 23rd November 1839.
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Nairne was transformed in the early 1880's by the
railway, Chapman's factory, the tannery, saw
mills, mining and a smelting works.
Bypassed by the freeway, it has retained its stone
village charm.
For more of the fascinating history of Nairne visit

www.nairne.org.au

The school mural was created by the Nairne
Primary School children with the centre painting
by Liz Hirstle. Each child painted his or her house.
The two murals of the ill-fated church bell were
painted by members of the Big Week Out
Festival group. Their ages ranged from 14 to 18.
The early map of Nairne in Byethorne Park was
created by a local young disabled group.
Tourism information & accommodation bookings

www.adelaidehills.org.au
Design - ozone creative 08 8188 0342

Nairne Mural &
Historic Walk

Take a stroll back through
the history of one of the
oldest townships in
South Australia

1844

1845

The Old Mill

District Hotel

The Institute

Centenary celebrations

The Crooked Billet

1842

Matthew Smillie builds The
Valleys using local stone, Mica
Schist. It has been extensively
renovated over the years by
private owners.

Established by James Shakes
it remained an Inn until 1860.
This was where Sir R Torrens
gave the first country
address on his proposed
system of land registration,
now known as a Torrens Title.

Timmins House

Chapmans Factory

The Valleys

1841
John Dunn builds the first
wind-driven flour mill in the
state, in Hay Valley. Built with
a tree trunk as the central
support and seven uprights.

1851

New School

Amos Howard

First flour mill

1839
A toll house and gate were
erected at Glen Osmond and
continued to operate until
December 1847, by which
time the road was at least
functional.

1857

Built by Andrew Trewartha
and kept by Mrs Stoddart.
The original Policeman's
quarters and jail are in the
basement.

1939

Railway station

Toll road to Adelaide

The first peg of the survey was
placed in the footpath near
the Nairne Institute by
Matthew Smillie. He named
the village Nairne in honour of
his wifes maiden name,
Elizabeth Corse Nairne.

1870

Built by Thomas Stoddart,
called the Albert Mill and
mortgaged for 1,000 pounds
to Henry Ayres. Sold to John
Dunn in 1864 and operated
as a mill until 1906.

1904

Held under The Old Gum Tree
that once provided shade for
many meetings and marked a
watering point for horses.

The founding of Nairne

1876

Built byHenry Timmins in a
style reminiscent of his native
Cornwall. Initially it was used
as a leather shop and later as
a butchers.

1899

Built at a cost of 450
pounds, it has been used at
various times as a library,
polling booth, bank agency, and
for civic and social gatherings.

The Peramangk

The first licensed school was
opened in Nairne in 1851,
with an enrolment of 33
students. It moved to the new
school.

1889

In 1926 there were 19
employees. At its peak it
employed almost 400. The
factory finally closed in
2002.

The original, mysterious
inhabitants of this area of the
Adelaide Hills prior to white
occupation of South Australia
in 1836. Twenty years after
the Mount Barker region was
settled, they had disappeared.

1880

1883

With the decline of wheat, and
the mills idle, it was indeed
fortunate that in 1889 he
discovered subterranean
clover in the Bald Hills Valley.

Soldiers Memorial Hall
Originally the Oddfellows
lodge, it was built at a cost of
920 pounds. In 1921 it was
purchased by the town as a
public meeting place.

Nairne railway station opened
in 1883, reducing travelling
time to Adelaide to just 2
hours (formerly a 15 hour
horseteam journey).

1. Byethorne Park

Here we see three murals. The first is based
on an early map of Nairne and was created by
a local young disabled group.
The second is a scene from 1910 as the
steam train begins a journey to Melbourne.
It needs a good head of steam to climb the
long slope to Tailem Bend. Before the train
line was built it took an average of 15 hours
to reach Adelaide. This was reduced to 2
hours.

3. Nairne Cemetery

5. The Stables

Land set aside by Matthew Smillie and
containing his family vault (note broken
monument which means "Life Cut Short").
Many names here are associated with
Nairne's development and history.

Built in 1851 to stable horses and coaches
belonging to patrons of the Millers Arms. Its
construction is typical of the colonial style.

4. Church Street
Over many years referred to as "Lovers Lane".
This quaint lane bordered by pink Hawthorn
is reminiscent of years gone by. It originally
provided access to Nairne's first flour mill of
1847.

The third panel depicts the Agricultural show
of 1847. It was a mixture of sheep trials,
cattle breeding classes, baking competitions,
fruit and flower marquees, horse and carts,
and side shows.

7. The Albert Mill

In later years the mill has been used for many
purposes such as hardware, grain storage
and a community centre during WW2.
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Opened in 1883, it was from here that the
pigs and cattle were driven all the way down
Main Street to Chapmans Factory.
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Woodside Road

The original section of this cottage was built
in 1852 for William Smillie, on land given to
him as a wedding gift by his father Matthew
Smillie, Nairne's founder. William became
Advocate General for Adelaide but eventually
returned to live in Scotland.
Built in 1857 by Thomas Stoddart, sold to
John Dunn in 1864 for 1,500 pounds and
operated as a steam driven grain mill until
1906.

2. Railway station

Byethorne Park

6. Pioneer Cottage

to Adelaide
28. Market Square Plaque

32. Millers Arms Hotel
Circa 1850. Original licence issued to James
Shakes in 1851. Frequented by tired and
thirsty workers after a long and dusty days
work at the Albert Mill across the road.

33. Old School
Built in 1876 by the Education Department.
Nairne received its public school status at
this time, instructing 112 students in its
inaugural year, peaking at 174 students in
1884.

34. The Soldiers' Memorial Hall
Built in 1880 by the Oldfellows Lodge.
Purchased in 1921 it became the town's
public meeting place. Extensive alterations
were carried out in the 1960's.

35. Amos Howard
In 1889 Amos Howard discovered
subterranean clover, later to become
Australias premier stock feed and soil
improver.

This land was set aside by Matthew Smillie
for public and social gatherings. The bronze
plaque honouring Nairne's founder was
unveiled during the town's Centenary
celebrations in 1939.
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29. Nairne Institute
Built in 1904, this coursed stone building
has played an important part in the lives of
the local residents. Its uses have ranged from
library, polling booth, bank agency and council
chambers, to hosting civic & social
gatherings.

30. Elders Building
Built by James I. Robinson circa 1905. A
General Store, occasionally used for Council
meetings, and in later years used by EldersGoldsborough Mort.

31. Crooked Billet
Built in 1845 by James Shakes. Licensed as
an Inn until 1860, the assembly room was
used for Council meetings and to discuss
plans for the future of Nairne. It was here
that Sir R. Torrens gave the first country
address on his proposed system of land title
registrations, now known as the "Torrens
Title System".

27. Behind the small black sphere are two
related murals. The first shows the Reverend
Collins bringing a new church bell donated by
the Paringa Mine boss. Unfortunately the
church had yet to be built. The bells hiding
place was found by thieves who stole it, broke
it up, and sold the bronze.
You will also see a vibrant painting showing
The Pig Run. Locals recall children earned
three pence helping to drive the cattle and
pigs from Nairne Railway Station to
Chapmans Factory. It was often chaos in the
main street.
The fourth mural shows the story of
Matthew and Elizabeth Smillie, including her
weekly journey to church sitting on a big sofa
strapped to their cart.
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Circa 1850, this building still retains its
original slate roof. Owned and used as a
general store by local identity Mick Murphy
for many years.

10. District Hotel

13. Stables and Hayloft

16. Bigmore Cottage

A two storey solid stone hotel, built in 1851
by Andrew Trewartha, replacing an earlier
public house which dated from 1840.
The existing basement housed the original
policeman's quarters and jail for the district.
It is on the State Heritage List and the
Register of the National Estate.

This two storey stone building was used by
the adjoining butcher as a stable and hayloft.

17. Chapmans factory

St.

The factory looms large, and the smell was
very unpleasant. Locals were a tough lot in
Nairnes early days.
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22. Old Police Station
24.On the wall of the CFS Station you will
see two Murals. The very first was erected
for Anzac Day 2007 in remembrance of our
local fallen soldiers.
The second Mural shows a scene from the
humble beginnings of the Country Fire
Service, along with the more modern
approach to fire fighting.
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25.Wesleyan Chapel
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This chapel was built in 1854 on land
donated by Mr T. May, and from 1884 was
used as a Sunday School.
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Operated by Henry Timmins from 1851 1877. The building was later converted to a
bacon factory by George Chapman. It was
subsequently operated by Walter Jacobs and
then by the brothers Henry and James
Timmins (children of the founder) until it
finally ceased operating in 1919.

Circa 1854. This stone cottage is typical of
the style of small simple homes of this era.
Built by the owner of Nairnes first butchers
shop, Henry Bigmore, of locally quarried pink
sandstone. The home basically had two
rooms, one with a fireplace.
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As in many small villages the local carpenter
had many skills including wheelwright,
blacksmith and undertaker. The large

14. Tannery

Bri

11. The Old Carpenters and Undertakers

12. Jackson's Butcher Shop

Thomas St.
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15. Timmins House

Opened by Henry Jackson as a butcher shop,
where two generations succeeded him as
butchers. The stone rooms used for hanging
meat are still visible from the lane-way, as
are the handmade iron brackets each side of
the corner entrance.

9. Murphys Deli
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basement area of this building was used as
the local mortuary. When manufacturing the
large cartwheels, the rims were rolled down
into the creek to cool.

Built in 1870, this two storey home and
shop was constructed for Henry Timmins by
the Spence Brothers, using locally quarried
stone. The house was constructed with a
similar character as the houses Timmins had
known in Cornwall. The shop was originally
built for displaying and selling leather from
the tannery which is located at the rear of
the property.
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This massive gum once stretched across the
Main Street to the Millers Arms Hotel. Used
not only as a meeting place for picnics and
celebrations, prisoners were chained to its
base during the change of guard.
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8. The Old Gum Stump
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26. Uniting Church
Originally a small, stone, primitive Methodist
Church circa 1854. The Uniting Church as
now seen was erected in 1884.

Built in 1883 by David Chapman. This
freestone building, originally of 6 rooms, was
used as a Police Station until 1978. You can
still take a look at the cells and stables
behind the main building. Not a pleasant way
to spend a few days. The police were good
horsemen and tracked escaped convicts and
thieves.

23. Post Office
The original Post Office was built in 1889,
and is now the Post Master's residence. The
mural scene is set in 1919. The telephone
system had just arrived and was only used
by a few big land owners and commercial
trades. Customers purchased stamps and
sent telegrams through the open front
window. The first Post Mistress was Miss A.
Parsons.

18. Attached Housing
Circa 1850. This simple colonial stone
construction is only one room in depth with
a corrugated iron hipped roof.

19. Tannery mural
Shows the hard life endured by the Tannery
workers across the road behind Upstairs
Downstairs.

20. Maternity Hospital
Originally built as J.W King's Bootshop, in
later years used as Nurse Thomas's first
Hospital. Upon her marriage she resided in
the neighbouring cottage.

21. Dove Cottage
Dating from 1856, this cottage was built
by John Jenkin Treloar. It was used as a shop
for many years before the windows were
altered and the front rooms returned to
residential.

