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Barwell Avenue, Barmera SA 5345
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Disclaimer: Information in this brochure is
given by way of a guide only, and is believed
to correct at the time of printing (August
2012). However, you should verify details
with relevant organizations.
Thanks is given to the Barmera branch of the
National Trust for their assistance.

Discover the Lake Bonney District...

This walk is intended as a leisurely stroll taking you through the origins of
the structures and the history of the Barmera township. The distance is
4.5km and will last for a duration of approximately 1 ½ hours. It begins at
the Barmera Travel and Visitor Information Centre and will take you
through the origins of the township and along the shores of sparkling Lake
Bonney.
1.

2.

The Barmera Travel and Visitor Information Centre
This is owned and operated by the Barmera District War Memorial Community
Centre. The concept of the community centre was brought about by Mr Allan
Tonkin, then manager of the Barmera Hotel in 1945. He envisaged a cooperative organization to oversee the establishment and maintenance of civic
projects, offering monetary support for sporting and charitable bodies. Over
the years the community centre has owned and managed
a.
The Trotting Track (now Riverland Greyhound Racing)
b.
The Lake Bonney Holiday Park
c.
The Barmera Recreation Centre
d.
The Barmera Travel & Visitor Information Centre
Rocky’s Country Music Hall Of Fame
This building was once home to the Barmera Fire Station and was converted
into a museum to honour the late Dean “Rocky” Page. Rocky was a well
known country music legend and music teacher and he was the driving force
behind the establishment of Barmera’s Country Music Festival held every
June. The facility was originally opened by Slim Dusty in 1995. Now also
deceased, Slim’s hand prints are a symbol of his friendship with Rocky and
his dedication to country music.

Above: The Lake Bonney foreshore during the 1930’s was abundant in natural
habitat with mallee growth reaching to the shoreline.

34.

The Bonney Theatre
Constructed in 1938, this building is a fine example of art deco architecture.
Originally used as a picture theatre, it was the town’s entertainment centre
holding Ballroom Dancing regularly. The theatre continues as such to this
day, however, it no longer is used as a picture theatre. The Barmera Gallery
is also situated within the foyer and upstairs areas.

Above: The Bonney Theatre, Barmera 1983

Above: The largest guitar in Australia (measuring
30m x 12m), home to the handprints of 147 great
Country Music stars and legends. Above left:Slim
Dusty’s hand print. Left: Rocky’s Country Music
Hall of Fame.

27.

Hawdon Chambers
Originally the Soldiers Memorial Hall and Barmera’s main entertainment centre,
it was altered when the Bonney Theatre was constructed in 1938. Hawdon
Chambers then incorporated an office block housing the District Council, C.W.A
and R.S.L rooms. It now houses the Theatre’s Supper and Changing Rooms.

28.

B & B’s Fashions and Fabrics
This building was built in 1921 and was Barmera’s first picture theatre operated
by Mr R. Appleton. The first film ever shown there was “The Sheik” starring
Rudolph Valentino. The premises were also used for dances and special
functions and at one stage was a roller skating rink. After the construction of
The Bonney Theatre, the building was sold to Hambours
and became an emporium.
Left: The original

3.

Central Irrigation Trust
An excellent example of art deco, this building was constructed in 1938 for the
Lands Department. It has since housed the Barmera Irrigation Office,
Engineering and Water Supply and now the Central Irrigation Trust who are
responsible for the provision of irrigation water to the settlement.

4.

Anglican Church Hall
This hall was originally erected in Pascoe Terrace and was dedicated in
November of 1921 at St. Edmunds Mission Hall. The Church of England
services were held there until the building was relocated to a site on
Nookamka Terrace, adjacent to the Barmera Hotel. In 1938 it was once
again moved to its present site where it continued to hold services until the
new church was constructed in 1958. It then became the church hall.

5.

Barmera Ambulance Centre
The service began in 1956 on a voluntary basis. Its first vehicle was a
Volkswagen Kombi Van based from headquarters, which consisted of a tin
shed within the Barmera Showgrounds which are located to the east of the
existing ambulance centre on Sturt Street.

6.

The Barmera Showgrounds
This was the home of the Barmera Annual Spring Agricultural Show until
recently, when the Show Society disbanded. The pavilion inside the gate
was relocated from the town oval following the great flood of 1956, the
largest flood in living memory. Repairs were undertaken using materials
from the Loveday Internment Camps. The larger building within the
showgrounds was relocated from the Atomic Testing site at Maralinga.
Further information concerning the Loveday Internment Camps available at
Barmera or Berri Visitor Information Centre with tours also being available.

General Store,
which is still
identifiable today.
Thew building
works in the
foreground are
the future Bank
SA building.

29.

30.

31.

32.

The Barmera Newsagency
This building was constructed adjacent to one of Barmera’s first general stores
and opened as a bakery, but the bread was baked at a bakehouse which was on
the site of Westpac Bank on the eastern side of Barwell Avenue, now occupied
by St Vincent de Paul. This building later became a general store operated by
the Garrard family, before becoming a newsagency.
The Clock Tower
This The clock tower was built as a monument to Captain Charles Sturt who
camped near Lake Bonney in 1844, during his overland search for the inland
sea. The tower was built on the centenary of his visit. The Berri Barmera
Council had chimes similar to “Big Ben” installed into the clock which chimes on
the hour and half hour.
The Bonney Deli
The Bonney Deli was constructed on the site of a large billiards hall, owned by
Mr J.A.H Baynes. The shop next door was a men’s hairdressing shop for many
years.
Barmera Public Library
The Barmera Public Library was the first Government assisted library in the
Riverland. It was officially opened in 1961, the premises were renovated and
upgraded by the Berri Barmera Council in 2001. The first Barmera Public Library
was situated in a cellar of the Barmera Hotel, while the first library in the area
operated out of the Cobdogla School.

7.

Joan Harvey Court
This complex, which provides housing for aged persons, was originally the site
of the Barmera Primary School. The stone building was erected in 1922 and
following the relocation of the school in 1987, the S.A Housing Trust preserved
the historic building, incorporating it into the complex. The court was named
after an original settler who taught at the school for many years.

8.

Barmera Police Station
The first police presence in Barmera was in 1920 where the constable set up a
temporary police station in a small weatherboard building on the shores of
Lake Bonney. A stone police station was then opened in Scott Avenue in 1924
with the existing police station and courthouse being built in 1961.

9.

Barmera Post Office
The post office was built in 1925 to replace the original building, which was
where the hotel now stands. This building also housed the original manual
telephone exchange and was the service depot for the Post Master General
Department.

10.

The Fountain
The Barmera Rotarians for the beautification of the main street, Barwell
Avenue, built the fountain in 1963. The centre part of the fountain was
replaced in 1999 due to vandalism.

11.

Horse Trough
This memorial trough was built in 1920 to commemorate the working horses of
World War 1. It was rededicated by the school children of the area in
November 2000.

Above: The Soldiers Memorial Hall with the “Light Horse Memorial horse Trough in the foreground, 1930.

Above Left: Lake Bonney Yacht Club

Above Right: The Pumping Station during the 1917 floods

22.

Lake Bonney Yacht Club
This building was erected in 1922 to house the pumping plant which supplied
the Barmera sector of the Cobdogla Irrigation area. The plant replaced the
original which was a temporary fixture located on the site of the present Lake
Bonney Holiday Park. In 1930, rising salinity in Lake Bonney caused the water
to be unsuitable for irrigation purposes which led to the closure of the station.
The area was then supplied via the Cobdogland Loveday pumping stations. In
1936, the building was then taken over to house the Barmera Electricity Supply
Plant. This remained until 1946 when the building was purchased and donated
to the Yacht Club. The floods of 1956 saw the premises inundated with water
which is plaqued on the eastern side of the building indicating the level of the
floodwater. The Barmera Yacht Club has become one of South Australia’s
leading clubs, hosting State and National events.

23.

The Lake Bonney Holiday Park
Built in 1948 by the Barmera District War Memorial Community Centre, the site
was originally a cattle run. Now privately owned, the park has the capabilities
of housing up to 1800 visitors, incorporating Lake Bonney frontage, private
boat ramp, camping, caravanning and permanent accommodation options.

24.

The Retainer Wall
The old wall near the Lake Bonney Holiday Park was built in 1916 in an
attempt to keep approaching floodwaters from engulfing the first steam
irrigation pump, which was erected on the lakefront in 1914.

25.

The Uniting Church
Officially opened in 1922 as a congregational church, the Uniting Church was
Barmera’s first solid construction church. This was also one of the first
buildings in the township.

26.

Memorial Gates
The gates are dedicated to local service personnel who paid the supreme
sacrifice during the war. A wreath laying service is held there on
Remembrance Day.

15.

R.S.L Building
This structure is home to the Barmera R.S.L. It was former Loveday
Internment Camp building. The R.S.L building was opened by Sir Thomas
Playford, the longest serving State Premier in Australia’s history. Within the
building is the factual history of the different wars involving the Australian
Soldiers.

16.

Lake Bonney
Lake Bonney is a large lake usually fed from the Mighty Murray River via
Chambers Creek Wetlands. The lake holds a volume of 58,900 Mega litres and
has a circumference of 15 kilometres. With a length of 6.5km, width of 4km
and surface area covering 1687 hectares, the lake is the perfect environment
for enjoying a vast range of water sports or indulging in it’s renowned sunsets.
Left: Reaping crops on the dried
bed of Lake Bonney in 1914.
Below Left: Busy Lake front in
1914
Below: Barwell Avenue with Lake
Bonney in the background.

17.

Bluebird Café and Monument
This is named after Donald Campbell’s boat Bluebird that was once housed in
the rear of the building. Donald Campbell attempted to break the water speed
record in 1964 on Lake Bonney. He had already broken the land speed record
on Lake Eyre and was hopeful of breaking both records within the same year.
His attempt on Lake Bonney failed so he transferred to Lake Dumbleyung in
Western Australia and was successful in breaking the record. A pictorial
history is displayed within the café.

18.

Barmera Monash Football Club
Erected in 1981, the club occupies the site of several Land Department houses,
which were built in the early days of Barmera’s settlement. These homes were
damaged in the floods of 1956 and later demolished. The 1956 flood is
described as one of the most dramatic and disastrous natural occurrences in
South Australia’s history. At the height of the flood, Lake Bonney merged with
the River Murray to form an unbroken sheet of water, stretching from Barmera
to Moorook. The flood peaked at Cobdogla at a massive 6 metres (20 feet)
above normal pool level. Flood damage from Barmera was confined to the
inundation of 3 of the 4 lake front houses. (the other was protected by a sand
bagged bank), the tennis courts, the Yacht Club and seepage damage to the
oval.

19.

20.

Hawdon and Bonney Obelisk
The Obelisk was erected in 1936 to commemorate the overland journey of
Joseph Hawdon and Charles Bonney in 1838. These men were the pioneers to
drive stock from the eastern states to South Australia. They camped on the
shores of Lake Bonney which Hawdon later named after his companion. A
plaque was later added by the McDouall Stuart Society to honour the explorer
John McDouall Stuart. He and his party were the first party to cross the
continent from South to North and back again. They took “Circle C” horses
from Cobdogla Station which returned to explorers safely where many others
had failed. McDouall Stuart was employed to seek new pastoral lands for
John Chambers who owned the Cobdogla Station. Chambers and the S.A
Government sponsored McDouall’s epic journey to the Northern Territory and
back.

Berri Barmera Council Chambers
This building, built in 1967, was the former Savings Bank prior to being
purchased by the Barmera District Council. With the amalgamation of the Berri
and Barmera Councils in 1996, the majority of administration responsibilities
were transferred to the Berri campus. The premises were sold to private
enterprise in January 2000. The building remains the Barmera branch of the
Berri Barmera Council.

13.

Town and Country Photographics
This was once a well-known café owned and operated by Mr and Mrs Reg
Bishop. They served ginger beer on tap. The site saw many coaches calling in
for meals and was a very popular eatery.

The Jetty
The original jetty was built in 1924 and with an additional jetty formed a
swimming enclosure. The additional jetty was later demolished after
sustaining severe damage by high water and a storm in 1991.

Left: Built in
about 1924, the
original jetty was
located in the
same position as
the current jetty.
It is thought that
the jetty’s height
above the lake
level was due to
rising water levels
prior to the
installation of the
River Lock.

21.

12.

Above: The original Barmera Hotel in 1932.

14.

Barmera Hotel
Like many of the hotels in the Riverland, this hotel was a community hotel,
which was sold to private interests in 1992. Built in 1932, it was originally a
single story building, however 1936 saw the ground floor elevated and a
second story added. The motel section was built in 1973. In the main foyer of
the hotel is a display cabinet donated to the hotel by the National Trust.

Barmera Lake Resort Motel
This was built on the site of the original Store Shed of the Irrigation
Department which was used during the development of the area. It was later
used to dry tobacco leaf in an experiment to establish alternative crops. In
1938 it became home to the Boy Scouts and was then inundated with flood
waters in 1956. Repairs took place until 1963, when a private developer
expressed interest in the site. Following negotiations with the Land’s
Department and with assistance from the Community Centre, the Barmera
Scouts were relocated to a site further east along the lake front which is owned
by the Community Centre.
Above: The Barmera Hotel with the second story addition in 1936.
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The Barmera Travel and Visitor Information
Rocky’s Country Music Hall Of Fame Centre
Central Irrigation Trust
Anglican Church Hall
Barmera Ambulance Centre
The Barmera Showgrounds
Joan Harvey Court
Barmera Police Station
Barmera Post Office
The Fountain (Top of Main Street)
Horse Trough (Top of Main Street)
Berri Barmera Council Chambers (Library)
Town and Country Photographics (Top of
main street)
Barmera Hotel
R.S.L Building
Lake Bonney
Bluebird Café and Monument
Barmera Monash Football Club
Hawdon and Bonney Obelisk
The Jetty
Barmera Lake Resort Motel
Lake Bonney Yacht Club
The Lake Bonney Holiday Park
The Retainer Wall
The Uniting Church
Memorial Gates
Hawdon Chambers (Next to Library)
B & B’s Fashions and Fabrics (Bottom of
Main Street)
The Barmera Newsagency (Bottom of Main
Street)
The Clock Tower (Centre of Main Street)
The Bonney Deli (Main Street)
Barmera Public Library (Top of Main Street)
The Bonney Theatre (Top of Main Street)
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