
Located 198 km north of Adelaide and 111 metres above 
sea level, Crystal Brook is located in the heart of South 
Australia's sheep and wheat country. Arriving at the town 
from the south the visitor is immediately struck by a sign 

proudly declaring that this is 'Where the Flinders Begin' . 
The charm of this sleepy township lies in the main street 

with its shady peppercorn trees and its feeling that time 
has stood still. 

The area was first explored by Edward John Eyre who 
passed through the district in 1839. Recorded on early 
maps as 'Chrystal Brook', this was Eyre's first attempt to 
penetrate into the interior of South Australia. 

The spelling was corrected to Crystal Brook when William 
Younghusband and Peter Ferguson established a pastoral 
property named the 'Crystal Brook Run', which extended 

across to Port Pirie and occupied 560 square miles (1450 
square kilometres). The holding was sold to the Bowman 
Brothers in 1852. The land on which the township of 
Crystal Brook was established was originally part of that 
vast holding. By 1873 the township of Crystal Brook had 

been surveyed and proclaimed. It grew slowly with many 
attractive buildings and a beautiful main street. 

Bowman Street derived its name from the famous 
pastoralist family of John, William and Thomas Bowman 

who purchased the Crystal Brook run in 1856. 

The concept of planting trees in Bowman Street was 
introduced in April 1883 when the Council of the day 

called for tenders for the formation of roads and 
footpaths and the planting of trees down the centre of the 

street - "to serve the double purpose of rescuing our 
town of its wretched alternations of dust and mud and 
materially assist our laboring population through the dull 

season of the year." (Adelaide Chronicle) 

The Crystal Brook Hotel (1878) and the Royal Hotel (1882) 

have been slaking thirsts since the early days of the town 
settlement, while the National Trust-listed Old Bakehouse 

Museum opens its doors every Sunday or public holiday or 
by appointment. 

A plaque mounted on a rock on the median strip dividing 
the main street honours a native born son, Arthur Percy 

Sullivan, who, as a corporal in the 45th Battalion, Royal 
Fusiliers, was awarded the Victoria Cross for conspicuous 
bravery during an action at Sheika River, in North Russia, 
in a post-World War I battle. 

Adelaide Sauare Rotunda & Park. 
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Welcome to 

..... where the Flinders begin 

Takea walk down
historic Bowman Street

... stop for a cuppa 
...shop for an antique 

... sample the famous Crystal Brook pastie 




