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Administration Centre
Town of Gawler

per council@gawler.sa.gov.au

Dear Sir/Madam,
Gawler Growth Framework and Integrated Transport Strategy

Congratulations on the production of the Gawler Growth Framework and the associated Gawler
Integrated Transport Strategy 2046. With the expected growth of Gawler, this planning is clearly a
valuable exercise. A 20+ year perspective is necessary to achieve some of the measures needed to
overcome the problems that the documentation draws our attention to, and to build on the measures
that have already been taken to provide active transport opportunities, particularly for recreation.

For the most part, we can only support the measures identified, admire the way the Council has already
exploited the North and South Para Rivers to provide open space networks for its residents and look
forward to further developments in this regard. Apart from this broad endorsement, we will confine
our comments to three matters of particular interest: a potential future rail trail, the conflicting
demands on Murray Street, and general comments about walking in Gawler’s suburbs.

Potential rail trail.

Most exciting from a walking perspective would be the construction of a shared path on the old railway
alignment to Roseworthy. In addition to providing a means to cycle between Roseworthy and its
campus at one end, and Gawler and its train line at the other, rail trails are popular with residents
looking for opportunities to walk beyond the town boundaries, just for exercise and recreation. This
would help restore/ maintain mental health, which is a higher-than-average concern for Gawler
residents.

The strategy refers to a hope on the part of some that a train service may once again serve Roseworthy.
The existing rail reserve, which is fifty metres wide, could obviously accommodate both rail and active
transport infrastructure. Our concern would be that the design and construction of a trail would be
delayed by uncertainty about future rail.

Murray Street/ Horrocks Highway

The documentation points out that Murray Street suffers from high daily traffic flows, include a large
number of trucks passing through. The plans for more residential growth in the Gawler area, and
higher density development adjacent to Murray Street, will only add further pressure to what is
Gawler’s historic main street.

Gawler has an effective by-pass on its western side but not on the eastern side. Major road
infrastructure and strategic transport planning is beyond our purview, but it seems to us that
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something needs to be done to relieve pressure on Murray Street, through the creation of an effective
alternative route on the eastern side.

We note the arguments that Schomburgk Drive needs to be more attractive than Murray St as a
through route, and that one means of doing this would be to create an effective “missing link”
connecting Main North Road with Schomburgk Drive on the southern side of the Gawler. Be that as it
may, we argue that Murray Street should be made less attractive than Schomburgk Drive by lowering in
the speed limit on Murray Street. More and more main streets in Adelaide are being limited to 40kmh,
with two in the City of Adelaide being 30kmh. Yet Murray Street, with high pedestrian use, is still
50kmh.

As you would be aware, Chris Read was killed when hit by a truck as she was crossing the slip lane at
the intersection of Lyndoch Road and Murray Street. South Australia’s Road Safety Strategy points out
that the chances of a pedestrian surviving being hit by a vehicle increases exponentially as traffic
speeds reduce.

We were disappointed that the response to the tragedy was to install pedestrian lights crossing the slip
lane rather than remove the slip lane altogether. Slip lanes have no place in high pedestrian locations.
And if the removal of a slip lane makes Murray Street a less attractive option for trucks than a by-pass
route, so much the better.

Walkable suburbs.

We of course support the Strategy's argument that “the importance of creating well- designed walkable
neighbourhoods will support the delivery of more inclusive, vibrant and healthy neighbourhoods.” The
features we look for in creating walkability are:

. good quality footpaths and kerb ramps, (or else traffic levels so low and slow that shared
spaces are comfortable and safe)

. buffers between traffic and footpaths. These can be parked cars, or bike lanes or
landscaping.

. shade in summer

. seats to provide a place to rest

. routes away from the traffic, e.g. alongside creeks

. sparse, quiet, slow traffic

. safe, well located and frequent opportunities for crossing the road

. interesting scenery: gardens, houses etc.

. attractive destinations that are not too far away

Gawler's suburban streets typically have wide road reserves of 14 metres or more, so are well-suited
for trees. However where this is not the case, there are examples of how the street can be made more
comfortable for walking and cycling in Adelaide, for example, this street in Brompton both finds space
for trees and calms the traffic.



West Street, Brompton

Conclusion

Gawler faces significant challenges, but the guiding principles as expressed in the Growth Framework
are an excellent basis on which to meet these challenges. We believe that adopting walkability as an
omnipresent yardstick in the future development of the town is the most effective means of creating a
healthy, happy and prosperous community.

Yours sincerely,
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Sharon Kelsey
Executive Director
Walking SA



