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Dear Sir/Madam, 

RE: Gouger Street Revitalisation Concept Design 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed concept design to support the 
revitalisation of Gouger Street. 

Walking SA welcomes this much needed streetscape improvement for Gouger Street, and in particular 
supports the project vison to: 

…… enhance its existing heritage while fostering a safe and more inviting destination for community 
and visitors to explore anew. 

Walking SA also strongly supports the Design Principles of connectivity, better streets = better business, 
organise and declutter and greener street. 

Concept Design 

There are many exciting and great elements to the concept design that Walking SA supports, however 
there are also some elements that Walking SA believe could be improved and further considered, 
especially noting the significant investment that the delivery of the concept plan will involve. These 
elements are summarised and further discussed below. 

Gouger Street – PLAN 1 of 4 

1. New garden bed areas along the street adding an inviting street entry.  
Walking SA recommends that the City of Adelaide give further consideration to extending the 
proposed new planted median with street trees up to the intersection approach to provide a more 
prominent entry statement. This could be achieved by reducing the three-lane intersection approach 
at Morphett Street to two lanes and reducing the wide entry lane into Gouger Street. 
 

2. Taxi Bays located on the western end (south side of street) 
Walking SA recommend that the on-street parks to support the taxi rank are designed to be raised 
(at grade to footpath) and  a flexible / interchangeable space, so when not used as a taxi rank, the 
space can be used for pedestrian movement and/or street activation activities, similar to that 
proposed on the opposite side of the street. 
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3. Continuous footpath at Witcombe Street 

It is disappointing that a raised platform is proposed across this street/laneway, rather than a proper 
continuous footpath. Walking SA strongly recommends that the design of this junction is changed to 
properly reflect a continuous footpath. With the current raised junction configuration, vehicles 
continue to have priority over pedestrians. A continuous footpath should also be applied at the 
Morphett Street junction with Witcombe Street for consistency. 
 
Refer to DIT’s Supplement to AS 1742.10 Part 10: Pedestrian control and protection (section F1, page 
46) 
https://www.dit.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1229509/AS1742_10_Pedestrian_Control_and_P
rotection_Supplement_v2.pdf 
 

4. Maintaining Angle parking. 
Walking SA appreciates that finding a balance between delivering streetscape improvements that are 
focussed on people movement and safety is often compromised by the need to reduce the loss of on-
street parking. Angle parking, although it has been a prominent feature of Gouger Street for many 
many years, it does not have a place in any future streetscape project, especially when the design 
vision is focused on  ….fostering a safe and more inviting destination for community and 
visitors to explore anew. 

There is ample off-street parking facilities in the precinct for visitors. Short term parallel parking can 
continue to be provided on the street for taxi’s, servicing activities, accessible parking and short visits 
(1 hour or less). The conversion of angle parking to parallel parking will also create a significantly 
safer environment for all street users, in particular bike riders, which we understand will need to 
continue to share the road space with vehicles along the length of Gouger Street. 

5. Pedestrian connection east of Witcombe Street 
Walking SA support the pedestrian crossing improvements at this location, however, does 
recommend that the crossing point is change from a refuge to a zebra or wombat crossing, as per the 
other crossings along the street. 
 

Gouger Street – Plan 2 of 4 

6. Continuous footpath at Field Street 
Refer to comments for item 3 above. 
 

7. North-South Cycling Link 
Walking SA strongly supports the separated bicycle connection linking Compton Street to Moonta 
Street along Gouger Street, which forms part of the City’s North-South Quiet Way bicycle network. 
However, it is not clear from the design if the existing contra-flow bicycle facility will be maintained or 
if the junction of Compton Street will be improved to better accommodate pedestrian and cyclist 
access. 
 

8. Maintaining Angle parking. 
Refer to comments for Item 4 above. 
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Gouger Street – Plan 3 of 4 

9. Continuous footpath at Market Street 
Refer to comments for item 3 above. 

Gouger Street – Plan 4 of 4 

10. Maintaining Angle parking. 
Refer to comments for Item 4 above. 
 

11. Continuous footpath at Mills Street  
Refer to comments for item 3 above 
 

12. Continuous footpath at Victoria Street 
Walking SA recommends that consideration is given to upgrading the existing continuous footpath at 
Victoria Street to reflect the design requirements of a proper continuous footpath, whereby the 
material of the raised platform matches the footpath material. 
 

13. Median at King William Road intersection approach 
Walking SA strongly recommends that the existing median at the intersection approach to King 
William Road is upgraded to be planted with landscaping and/or trees. 
 

Walking SA is also assuming that the project will be complemented with a reduced speed limit of 30 
km/h along the streets length to encourage and support calm and safe traffic movements. 
 
Summary 
WalkingSA supports the overall vision of the Gouger Street project and commends Council for the 
initiative.  
 
We would however like to express our concern that the retention of angled parking is a major safety 
concern and is at odds with the vision of the project.  
 
We recommend that this aspect is seriously reconsidered and angled parking removed from the 
concept to make Gouger Street a truly safer walking destination and experience for all.  
 
We thank you for the opportunity to provide comment and we are very happy to meet to discuss if 
required.  
 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Sharon Kelsey 
Executive Director 
Walking SA 


