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Dear Growth Management Team 

In November 2023, Walking SA collaborated with the South Australian Active Living Coalition, Heart 

Foundation, Bike SA, Transport Action Network, and Bike Adelaide to submit feedback on the Greater 

Adelaide Regional Plan (GARP) Discussion Paper.  The content of that submission remains current. 

As a strong advocate for more walkable communities, Walking SA emphasises that walking is vital not 

just for recreation but also for transportation. Our strategic plan, Our Walking Journey 2023-25 envisions 

a future with more people walking more often, promoting walking for recreation, transport, and health to 

make South Australia a world-class walkable State. 

We appreciate the key priorities that you now seek feedback on, namely: 

• The location of new housing and employment  

• Major infrastructure required to support growth  

• Specific areas that should be protected from future development. 

As the broad representative interests of Walking SA has relevance across these three areas, we see the 

principles and details that we outline have application for each of these priorities.   

We support a Plan that is progressive and clear.  The Draft GARP acknowledges the importance of 

walkable and cyclable communities for maintaining Adelaide’s status as one of the world’s most liveable 

cities. However, it falls short in detailing the necessary elements to create a connected community that 

supports sustainable population growth from social, environmental, and transport perspectives.    

The location of new housing and employment, the requisite major infrastructure to support people and 

freight movement, and the protection of specific areas from development need to be considered 

through a living local lens.  Central to realising the opportunities of living local is the need for 

interconnected neighbourhoods that give priority to walkability, as a genuine means of people 

movement and social cohesion.  The terms walking and walkability should have regular use in a plan 

that refers to living locally as a key objective. 
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Key features required for walkable communities include: 

1. Footpaths and Pathways: Safe, wide footpaths on both sides of the street, accessible for all, 

including individuals with disabilities. 

2. Priority Pedestrian Crossings: Clearly marked crossings and traffic calming measures (like 

speed bumps and modal filters) to enhance safety. This should be complemented by the use of 

continuous footpaths to prioritise walking.  

3. Mixed-Use Development: Integrating residential, commercial, and recreational spaces to 

promote walking by providing nearby amenities. 

4. Public Transportation Access: Easy access to public transit to reduce car reliance and 

encourage walking to transit stops. This should be underpinned by a radically improved public 

transport network that promotes interconnectivity between neighbourhoods and regions, 

rather than limited city-centric corridors.  

5. Lighting: Adequate street lighting to ensure safety and encourage walking after dark. 

6. Green Spaces: Parks and green corridors to enrich the walking experience and offer spaces for 

rest, socialisation and community cohesion. 

7. Seating and Amenities: Benches, water fountains, and other features that enhance the 

walking experience. 

8. Connectivity: A well-connected street grid that minimises detours and creates shorter, direct 

routes. 

9. Signage and Wayfinding: Clear signage to assist pedestrians in navigating their environment. 

10. Designated Bicycle Facilities: Safe, connected bike routes to encourage cycling and reduce the 

number of cyclists who feel compelled to ride on footpaths. 

We believe it is crucial for the Draft GARP to mandate these key features in all new developments, 

ensuring they are transit-oriented rather than car-oriented, a disappointing trend we have observed in 

South Australia over the past 10 to 20 years.  In contrast, to embrace living locally we posit that 

developers adopt these details to enable a patchwork of otherwise disparate developments to be 

joined-up into a contiguous whole. 

Walking SA supports the theme of Transport and Infrastructure, particularly Outcome 5: An 

Integrated and Connected Region. We endorse the statement: 

Land use planning that is successfully integrated with transport, essential services and social infrastructure, 

allows for more sustainable and co-ordinated growth, providing for liveable and connected neighbourhoods 

and supporting economic productivity. 

However, we express concern over the lack of innovative provisions for public transport in the Draft 

GARP and the absence of a State Integrated Transport Strategy. Our current public transport system 

has proven ineffective in encouraging a shift away from car dependence; public transport patronage 

has notably declined since COVID. Notwithstanding there may be some remnant challenges with car 

parking, we would like to see the relatively successful transit-oriented developments such as Bowden, 

used as a development model.  We consider it is more important to learn from and build on these 

experiences, rather than omit them from discussion.   



To increase walking and cycling for transport and recreation, we must enhance infrastructure for these 

modes, supported by a well-connected, well-serviced, and affordable public transport system.   

While the Draft GARP includes the following commendable statements, it disappointingly lacks detailed 

plans or case studies on how these objectives will be achieved, ie:  

• Support the increased use of a wider variety of transport modes, including public transport, walking 

and cycling, to reduce reliance on private vehicle travel 

• Support an efficient transport system that contributes to reducing emissions 

• Increase the number of dwellings located close to high-frequency public transport. 

Walking SA welcomes the long-awaited Transport Strategy for South Australia. We anticipate it will align 

with the GARP’s themes and outcomes, leading to the revival of the much-needed AdeLink light rail 

network, a connection between the northern and southern railway lines via an underground loop in the 

Adelaide CBD, new or expanded O-Bahn services to the east and west side of the city, and an extensive 

bicycle network that follows the State Active Travel Design Guide's directions.  We also support the Inner 

Metropolitan Public Transport Network tabled by the Transport Action Network (TAN) as a proposal 

worthy of serious investigation.   

We have already witnessed the consequences of housing growth—both infill and outer greenfield—

without adequate active and sustainable transport infrastructure, resulting in car-dependent 

developments, increased traffic congestion and unhealthy lifestyles. 

Walking SA sees the GARP and the State Transport Strategy as crucial opportunities for advancing 

genuine walkable, connected, and sustainable communities. However, despite the Draft GARP's stated 

commitment to this vision, its key directions and the current State Government's strong focus on 

expanding road infrastructure for increased vehicle capacity will hinder the realisation of that goal, and 

reduce Adelaide to a series of drive-by suburbs and outer regions. 

 

With some re-imagination we believe the GARP should and can deliver a Greater Adelaide that remains 

one of the world’s truly liveable cities.  To this end, we look forward to supporting the next phase of the 

GARP’s development. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Sharon Kelsey 

Walking SA 


