
 

 

 

 

 

 

Supported by 

 

 

walkingsa.org.au 

Ph 0457 006 620  |  office@walkingsa.org.au 

Level 1, 155 Hutt Street, Adelaide SA 5000 

City of Adelaide 

Attention: Traffic and Transport Team 

P.Bennett@cityofadealide.com.au 

 

Walking SA welcomes the opportunity to provide input into the City of Adelaide’s new Integrated 

Transport Strategy (ITS).  

Walking SA commends the City of Adelaide for its thorough research across eight key and highly 

relevant transport topics. To provide a focused and meaningful contribution however, this response 

specifically addresses the Walking and Wheeling Discussion Paper. 

Our response aligns with Walking SA’s Strategic Plan (2023–2025), Our Walking Journey, which 

envisions “more people walking more often.”  We have structured our response around five key areas 

highlighted within the Discussion Paper, which we hope will serve as a foundation for the new 

Integrated Transport Strategy (ITS). 

1. Position Walking as a Priority Mode of Transport 

Walking SA strongly supports the Walking and Wheeling Discussion Paper’s call to elevate walking as a 

mode of transport. Walking is the most accessible, sustainable, and equitable mode of mobility and 

should be prioritised in the strategy by: 

• Integrating pedestrian-first planning principles into transport infrastructure and urban design. 

• Expanding car-free and pedestrian-priority zones within the city centre, in line with 

international best practices. 

• Improving connectivity between public transport stops/stations, pedestrian precincts, and 

walking and cycling routes to encourage active multi-modal travel. 

2. Accessibility for All 

We commend the emphasis on inclusivity in the discussion paper and encourage further prioritisation 

of: 

• Removing barriers to mobility for people with disabilities, parents with prams, and older adults. 

• Designing pathways that cater to wheeled mobility devices, such as wheelchairs, scooters, and 

strollers. 

• Ensuring all pedestrian and wheeling infrastructure meets or exceeds universal access 

standards. 
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3. Health and Wellbeing Benefits 

The strategy should explicitly connect walking and wheeling initiatives to improved public health 

outcomes. We advocate for: 

• Expanding green and shaded walking routes to enhance user comfort and encourage year-

round activity. 

• Promoting active commuting to workplaces and schools through targeted campaigns and 

improved infrastructure. 

4. Safety and Traffic Management 

Safety is essential to fostering a walking culture. Key measures should include: 

• Reducing vehicle speeds in high-pedestrian areas through lower speed limits and traffic calming 

measures is essential.  

o Walking SA strongly supports the City of Adelaide’s long-awaited proposal to lower 

speed limits across the city. This initiative not only enhances road safety but also 

encourages more people to walk, both for recreation and transport. Research 

consistently shows that higher vehicle speeds are a significant barrier to people feeling 

safe while walking. A study by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) 

highlights that as vehicle speeds increase, the likelihood of pedestrian fatalities rises, 

and the perception of safety decreases, discouraging walking as a mode of transport. By 

addressing this concern, the City can foster a more walkable, accessible, and vibrant 

urban environment. 

• Increasing the presence of dedicated pedestrian crossings and improving their visibility and 

priority is considered to be crucial to creating a safer and more walkable city.  

o Walking SA strongly supports measures to reduce pedestrian crossing times, remove 

pedestrian beg buttons, and eliminate left-turn slip lanes and filtered right turns. These 

changes are viewed as essential to enhancing pedestrian safety, ensuring smoother and 

more direct crossings, and reducing unnecessary delays. Research indicates that long 

wait times and complex crossing layouts discourage walking and contribute to unsafe 

pedestrian behaviour. By simplifying and prioritising pedestrian crossings, the City of 

Adelaide can create a more inclusive, efficient, and pedestrian-friendly environment. 

• Enhancing street lighting and maintenance to ensure safe walking conditions at all times. 

5. Climate and Sustainability 

Walking and wheeling are key contributors to reducing urban carbon emissions and adapting to climate 

challenges. The strategy should: 

• Promote walking and wheeling as low-emission travel choices. 

• Prioritise green infrastructure like street trees and rain gardens along walking routes to 

mitigate heat and improve air quality. 

• Highlight the role of walking in achieving broader sustainability and climate goals. 

In addition to the above five key areas highlighted in the Discussion Paper, we also strongly 

recommend prioritising pedestrian data collection as a critical tool for guiding investment, 

monitoring progress, and ensuring the effectiveness of walking initiatives. 



Walking SA also wishes to: 

• highlight a missed opportunity to build upon the Council’s existing Transport and Movement 

Strategy, Smart Move, rather than starting entirely from scratch. While it is acknowledged that 

Smart Move was developed in 2012, many of its key directions, strategies, and challenges 

remain relevant today. Without a clear accountability framework to address why many of the 

strategies within Smart Move have not been delivered, it may prove challenging for the current 

Council to overcome past hurdles and fully realise the opportunities outlined in the Discussion 

Paper. 

• acknowledge the Inner Metropolitan Public Transport Network proposal, tabled by the 

Transport Action Network (TAN) to the State Government, as an important initiative deserving 

serious consideration in the development of this Transport Strategy. It is widely recognised 

that while a walkable City forms a key foundation of a liveable, economically sustainable and 

vibrant city, walking can only become a truly viable transportation option when complemented 

by an integrated, safe, and connected cycling and public transport network. 

We urge the City of Adelaide Council to demonstrate strong leadership in the development of this 

strategy, recognising the proven global principle that cities designed for people attract more people, 

fostering vibrant communities and economic growth. In contrast, cities primarily designed for vehicles 

face challenges in attracting people to live, work, and visit, which can impede long-term economic 

sustainability. 

Walking SA welcomes the opportunity to continue to collaborate with the City of Adelaide in the 

development of its new Integrated Transport Strategy, and is happy to discuss further our submission. 

We look forward to supporting the next phase of the GARP’s development. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Rod Quintrell 

Walking SA 


