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Dear Sir/Madam, 

Walking SA appreciates the opportunity to contribute to the development of South Australia’s Transport 

Strategy.  

About Walking SA 

Our vision is for a world-class, walkable South Australia, where cities and communities are designed to 

encourage more people to walk more often. This vision is supported by the four pillars outlined in our 

Walking SA Strategic Plan (2023–2025): walkability, walk experiences, socially responsive and sustainable 

growth. 

As an advocacy organisation dedicated to promoting walking as a primary mode of transport and a 

cornerstone of healthy, sustainable, and accessible communities, Walking SA is committed to ensuring 

that walking remains central to the state’s future transport planning. 

Overview 

South Australia urgently needs a bold Transport Strategy that shifts focus from excessive government 

spending on new road infrastructure to building a connected, safe, sustainable, and accessible public 

and active transport network. The network must prioritise the efficient and safe movement of people 

over vehicles. 

This shift is critical given that transport accounts for approximately 30% of South Australia’s 

greenhouse gas emissions, making it one of the largest contributors to climate change. The majority of 

these emissions come from road transport, particularly private vehicles, underscoring the need for 

significant investment in active and public transport solutions. 

Alarmingly, in 2023, 19 pedestrians and 8 cyclists lost their lives on South Australian roads—27 fatalities 

in total.  This was twice as many as 10 years earlier and accounted for 23% of the state’s 117 road 

deaths last year. These numbers are unacceptable and far from the State’s Vision Zero goal. With a 

road network predominantly designed for vehicle efficiency, the safety of vulnerable road users 

remains a significant concern, and progress will not occur without systemic change. 
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Recommendations 

Recognising that this phase of consultation aims to identify community priorities in transport planning, 

we are pleased to submit the following six recommendations.  

Walking SA believes these recommendations should form core elements of South Australia’s new 

Transport Strategy, aligning closely with the goals outlined in our strategic plan. 

Recommendation 1: Prioritising Walking as a Core Mode of Transport 

Walking must be recognised as a core mode of transport, not only as a recreational activity but as a 

practical, everyday option for people of all ages and abilities. In line with Walking SA’s Strategic Plan, we 

urge the South Australian Government to adopt a more proactive and integrated approach to 

prioritising walking in transport policy: 

• Active Travel Network: The development of a state-wide active travel network that prioritises 

walking should be a central feature of the strategy. This network should connect key 

destinations, including urban centres, residential areas, parks, schools, and transit stops, 

providing safe, direct, and accessible routes for all South Australians.  

• First and Last Mile Solutions: Walking is integral to the success of public transport. We 

recommend the strategy include specific actions to enhance the first and last mile of journeys, 

with investments in high-quality pedestrian infrastructure. This includes ensuring safe, well-

maintained pathways, accessible crossings, and clear signage that link residential areas to key 

public transport services, reducing the need for short car trips. 

Recommendation 2: Enhancing Pedestrian Infrastructure for All 

The foundation of a walkable community lies in the quality of its pedestrian infrastructure. Walking SA’s 

Strategic Plan outlines the importance of creating walkable environments to encourage more people to 

walk more often. To this end, we strongly advocate for: 

• Safe, Accessible, and Connected Footpaths: Pedestrian infrastructure should be universally 

accessible and of high quality. This includes wide, unobstructed footpaths catering for people of 

all ages and abilities. 

• Reduced Speed Limits: In line with our commitment to creating safe environments for 

pedestrians, we strongly advocate for a reduced urban default speed limit from 50 km/h to 40 

km/h, and in high pedestrian areas for speed limits to be 30 km/h or lower. 

• Pedestrian-Centric Street Design: All new street designs should prioritise the needs of 

pedestrians, especially at key intersections and public spaces. This includes reallocating space 

from cars to walking, removing all existing left turn slip lanes, reducing wait times at pedestrian 

crossings, installing priority pedestrian crossings and introducing green streetscapes that 

enhance the walking experience through the addition of trees, plantings, and seating. 

Recommendation 3: Creating Walkable, Inclusive Neighbourhoods 

Our Strategic Plan emphasises the need for neighbourhoods designed for walking, ensuring that all 

South Australians have access to the services they need without relying on cars. In alignment with our 

response to the Draft Greater Regional Plan, this includes: 



• Mixed-Use and Transit-Oriented Development: Encourage urban planning that integrates 

residential, commercial, and recreational spaces within walking distance. This approach reduces 

car dependency and promotes more walkable communities where people can easily access 

daily amenities such as shops, schools, and healthcare services. 

• Proximity to Essential Services: Ensure that essential services such as schools, grocery stores, 

medical centres, and community facilities are within walking distance—ideally no more than 

10–15 minutes away. This type of urban planning not only supports walkability but reduces 

traffic congestion and promotes better quality of life. 

• Inclusive Design for All: As outlined in our Strategic Plan, the strategy should promote 

inclusive design principles, ensuring that public spaces and pedestrian infrastructure are 

accessible for everyone, including people with disabilities, older people, and families with young 

children. 

Recommendation 4: Encouraging Behavioural Change and Walking Culture 

While infrastructure is key, encouraging behavioural change is also essential to getting more people to 

walk more often. We recommend the following actions to support this objective: 

• Public Awareness Campaigns: Launch statewide campaigns that highlight the personal, 

health, social, and environmental benefits of walking. These campaigns should focus on the 

positive impacts of walking on physical health mental health, and environmental sustainability. 

• Walking Community Events: Support local initiatives such as city-wide walking challenges, 

"Walk to Work" days, and car-free events. These initiatives help foster a culture of walking by 

making it fun and engaging for the community. Additionally, they can provide opportunities for 

education and advocacy. 

• Incentives for Walking: Introduce programs that reward individuals or workplaces for walking 

regularly, such as discounts for walking-based transport. Encouraging participation through 

rewards can shift public behaviour toward more sustainable, active forms of transport. 

Recommendation 5: Safety and Security for Pedestrians 

Ensuring the safety of pedestrians is paramount in building a walkable South Australia. Walking SA’s 

Strategic Plan calls for safety improvements, particularly in public spaces and high-pedestrian areas. We 

recommend the following: 

• Improved Lighting and Surveillance: Ensure all pedestrian routes are well-lit and, where 

possible, monitored by surveillance or community policing, especially in public spaces such as 

parks, town centres, and transport hubs. This will help improve safety and make people feel 

more comfortable walking, particularly after dark. 

• Pedestrian Education Campaigns: Implement educational programs that raise awareness 

among both pedestrians and drivers about the importance of road safety. Specific focus should 

be placed on educating drivers to yield to pedestrians at crossings, and on teaching pedestrians 

to use crossings safely and attentively. 

 

 

 



Recommendation 6: Data Collection, Monitoring, and Evaluation 

The Walking SA Strategic Plan highlights the need for ongoing evaluation to measure progress towards 

walkability goals. We suggest that the State Government: 

• Pedestrian Data Collection: Incorporate a robust system for collecting and analysing 

pedestrian traffic data to better understand walking patterns, identify areas of high demand, 

and inform infrastructure investment decisions. 

• Regular Walkability Audits: Conduct walkability audits on a regular basis to assess the state of 

pedestrian infrastructure and identify areas for improvement. These audits will be essential in 

ensuring that walkability goals are being met and that the needs of all pedestrians are being 

addressed. 

Walking SA also acknowledges the Inner Metropolitan Public Transport Network proposal, tabled by the 

Transport Action Network (TAN) to the State Government, as an important initiative deserving serious 

consideration in the development of the State’s Transport Strategy. It is widely recognized that while a 

walkable environment forms a key  foundation of a liveable city, walking becomes a truly viable 

transportation option only when complemented by an integrated, safe, and connected cycling and 

public transport network. 

Conclusion 

Walking SA envisions a South Australia where walking is safe, accessible, and the preferred mode of 

transport for people of all ages and abilities.  

By implementing the recommendations outlined above, the State Transport Strategy can help create 

vibrant, sustainable, and walkable communities that improve public health, reduce traffic congestion, 

and contribute to environmental sustainability. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide input into this important strategy and look forward to 

working closely with the government and other stakeholders to make walking the first choice for all 

South Australians. 

We are more than happy to meet and discuss our recommendations to ensure the new State Transport 

Strategy achieves our vision of a world-class, walkable South Australia, where cities and communities are 

designed to encourage more people to walk more often. 

Thank you for considering our feedback. 

Kind regards 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Rod Quintrell 

Walking SA 


