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About Walking SA

Walking SA is the not-for-profit peak body that leads,
promotes and supports all forms of walking in South
Australia, including walking for recreation, transport,
health, wellbeing, organised events, adventure,
environmental appreciation and fun experiences.

Our vision is for a world class walkable State. Our
mission is to see more people walking more often.

Our members include walking clubs, informal groups,
individuals and organisations whose aims and
objectives align with those of Walking SA.

We provide leadership by:

Promoting opportunities to improve the health and
lifestyle of South Australians through walking.

Offering expertise, guidance and advocacy for
the development and maintenance of safe and
supportive walking environments throughout
South Australia.

We receive funding from members and the Office for
Recreation and Sport.

Chair's Report

We're on a mission. A
mission to get more South
Australians walking more
often.

Walking is the number one

recreational activity in South

Australia, with over 1 million

South Australians walking

more than 5 minutes every day. Yet for our wellbeing,
it is not enough.

In South Australia, obesity levels are climbing. Equity
in the provision of green open spaces to walk is a
challenge as our state grows. Heat related deaths will
become one of the more sobering statistics reflected
as our climate warms, making walking harder in
summer.

According to SA Health, the proportion of South
Australians who feel they have a ‘good overall
wellbeing" has dropped from over 40% in 2018 to
around 35% in 2021.

Walking is one of the easiest and healthiest activities
for human health. We know from scientific studies
that walking daily for 20 minutes is associated with
good health and wellbeing.

Yet, Adelaide is a city that is arguably addicted to
cars. As one of the lowest users of public transport
in Australia, we're losing out on the benefits of a
10-minute walk in the morning to the bus, tram or
train and then home again.

In 2021, less than 2% of us walked to work, which
dropped from 2.2% in 2016.

The value of walking is still vastly underrated and
underfunded in South Australia.

WalkingSA will continue to advocate for improved
walking outcomes in our cities, towns and suburbs
and we need your help to raise awareness of this
important civil society issue.

It has been a big year of change for Walking SA.

I would like to thank and acknowledge Sharon Kelsey
in her role as Executive Director and her passion
and advocacy for walking; helping us reform our
organisation’s sustainability and operations and
answering the WalkingSA phone every time it rang!

I'd also like to thank past Chair Rod Quintrell for his
leadership of the Board, and for being appointed as
Executive Director - congratulations!

Rod is a passionate advocate for walking and is well
known to many of you and has been doing a sterling
job of raising our profile, as well as navigating a new
home for us - which is very exciting!

At the Board level, my sincere thanks go to our
departing Board Members and | welcome our new
Board Members. It is a special privilege to form part
of the peak body and to represent the interests of
walking to our members and the wider community.

More than ever, advocacy is becoming our major
focus - whether it is to improve safety on our heroic
Heyson Trail, completing our iconic Adelaide 100,
improving walking priorities on our streets, roads
and highways or highlighting the work of our many
member clubs - it all matters.

| was privileged to say a few words recently in the
Queen Adelaide Room (at Adelaide’s Town Hall) to
celebrate the centenary of one of Australia’s oldest
walking clubs, the WEA Ramblers. As Rod remarked
at the civic event - ‘we are amongst walking royalty'.
And never a truer word spoken. May the club live to
celebrate 200 years!

The respect for our environment and the light-touch
our clubs practice on our walking trails has to be
celebrated. My thanks to all of you for the care and
respect you show to our special places. And long may
it continue.

However, as our peak walking body, our work is never
done. More than ever, we must make South Australia
one of the world’s most celebrated places to walk.

In the city. Along our streets and roads. In the Park
Lands. Along our creeks and rivers. In our national
parks and state forests. And anywhere else that can
be walked.

There is so much we can achieve as a connected,
thoughtful, pragmatic organisation that cares about
the places we walk. | look forward to seeing you all out
there walking more often.

Daniel Bennett
Chair
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Executive Director’s Report

It is my privilege to present the Executive Director's
Annual Report for Walking SA for the 2024-2025
financial year. This has been a year of change, growth,
challenge, and continued commitment to our mission:
to inspire more people to walk more often, and our
vision for SA to be a world class walkable state, in all
walking domains.

The year has been very challenging, with a high
turnover of board and committee members, including
losing our treasurer and Executive Director, which
instigated my move from Chair to Executive Director,
moving our office twice, and other growing pains. We
continue to evolve into a true peak body for Walking,
the No.1 Active Recreation and Active Transport
activity locally and nationally.

Advocacy and Policy

Heysen Trail Safety: After taking part in the
governance review in 23/24, we have increased
advocacy on finding safe passage through the
Adelaide Hills, raising concerns with the Premier,
Department for Environment and Water,
Department for Infrastructure and Transport and
Friends of the Heysen Trail. We see a healthy,
functioning Heysen Trail as the backbone of a
world class walkable state.

Urban Walking Infrastructure: Worked with local
government and the Heart Foundation to highlight
the importance of safe footpaths, crossings, and
shade in urban walking environments. Provided
comment on the Greater Adelaide Regional

Plan (GARP), The Torrens to Darlington upgrade
(T2D), on new engineering standards for housing
developments, the Jetty Road upgrade and much
more.

Walking Tourism: Continued to engage with the
South Australian Tourism Commission, aligning
walking with the state's nature-based tourism
strategy to position walking as central to the visitor
economy. With the Australian Tourism events
Conference and hopefully COP31 here in SAin
2026, our time has come.

Walking for Health: We continue to advocate for
livable walkable places for our community to thrive
in, despite Preventive Health walking away from the
2022 -2032 State Walking Strategy, we continue to
work on keepin g our green spaces walkable and
developing and preserving more moving forward.

DEI statement of Inclusion: We formailsed our
DEl policy, printed in this annual report.

Programs and Community Engagement

Walking SA Education: Bushwalk Guide
Leadership Development: Launched the planning
and delivery phase of Bushwalk Guide Training and
Assessment Program, with a funding partnership
from the Office for Recreation Sport and Racing to
support delivery of a full calendar from 2026. We

also benefit greatly from extensive experience and
expertise from the outdoor education community
on this initiative. At time of writing, 7 people

had successfully made it through 2 assessment
programs to formally recognise their skills.

Adelaide100 Kaurna Interpretative Sites on
the Kara Wirra Pari: In partnership with Kaurna
Elders, particularly Aunty Lynette Tucker and
historian Denise Schumann, with support from
Preventive Health, we have produced a resource
identifying 14 sites of significance from Walkerville
to Henley Beach.

Park of the Month Collaboration: Contributed to
events in Para Wirra, Onkaparinga Gorge and Black
Hill, encouraging more people to get further into

our beautiful parks and equipping them with some
tips, skills and tricks to better enjoy the experience.

Clubs and Membership

We welcomed the trail building walking groups
back into the fold and unfortunately lost one
walking group. We currently have 20 member
walking clubs and organisations across South
Australia and the Northern Territory.

Supported clubs through governance and risk
management updates, promotion and insurance
services. We intend to increase this provision in
25/26.

Celebrated the centenary of the WEA Ramblers
Bushwalking Club, acknowledging their role in
shaping bushwalking history in Australia.

Continued our board role with Bushwalking
Australia Incorporated (BAI) and once again
participated in the national club insurance scheme.

Continued our board role with the Nature Based
Outdoor Network of South Australia (NBONSA),
including participating in the Outdoor Careers
Expo and other activities

Continued our engagement with the SA Walking

Strategy working group, however, unfortunately, it
is now being wound up by Government.
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Awareness and Promotion

¥ Coordinated Step into Spring 2024, engaging
thousands of South Australians in walking events,
with record participation in community walks.

¥ Expanded digital reach through website
improvements and trail information, now with over
811 walks and over 1000000 meaningful website
interactions, affirming Walking SA's role as the
state's most trusted walking resource.

¥ presented at 3 libraries, 2 workshops, we ran 3 big
events - Walkfest, Make Walking great Again and
Walk on Water.

[ We made local and national press over a number
of matters both recreation and transport related.

Organisational Development

This year we continued the journey towards
strengthening Walking SA's governance and financial
sustainability:

[ Secured a two-year Education funding stream
(2025-2027) to underpin the establishment of
walking leadership programs.

[ While we still have not cracked financial security,
we are moving forward and have revenue streams
in place to help us into the future.

[T Secured project funding through Office for
Recreation, Sport and Racing, SA Water, and our
friends at the Department of Environment and
Water to expand walking participation initiatives.

1 Strengthened our capacity with new board
members, including a new treasurer, new general
board members and a swag of new members
in our committees - including a new committee
of 8 in education plus 18 volunteer trainers
and Assessors. We also saw a new Social Media
Coordinator come on board and had some
assistance in getting our newsletter out (thanks
Jill) - supporting communications, events, and

advocacy.

I Engaged with councils to support trail
development, community walking initiatives and
planning for future walking infrastructure.

I We formed a strong working alliance with
Conservation Council of South Australia, moving
into their old premises in March and now moving
wagain, with them into the salubrious and historic
Stock Exchange.

Looking Ahead
The year ahead will be pivotal. Walking SA will:
I Settle into our new premises.

™ Launch pilot Bushwalking Skills and Guide
Trainings and Assessments to meet growing
demand for skill development for walkers and
leaders at all levels, community, education and
tourism.

I Strengthen partnerships with health and wellbeing
organisations to embed walking into preventive
health strategies.

I Continue to advocate for safe, inclusive, and
climate-resilient walking infrastructure, including
shaded urban paths and well-maintained trails.

I Continue to work with and promote our walking
clubs, trail builders and organisations to the
greater community

I Deepen our work with Traditional Owners to
ensure cultural respect and recognition are
embedded in all walking initiatives.

I Finish the Adelaide 100

I Evolve our State Trails Database

Acknowledgements

I extend my thanks to our dedicated committee
chairs, volunteers, affiliated clubs, land managers, and
partners. | especially thank our Chair, and our Board
for their guidance (it hasn't been an easy year) and
our members for their commitment to making South
Australia a truly world-class walking destination.

An extra call out to our web master and general make
things happen guy. Jeremy Carter, for another big year
of contributions to walking in SA.

Thanks to everyone who has contributed in one way
or another to Walking SA in the past year. It feels like

we are making a difference.

Together, we are building a stronger, safer, and more
connected walking culture across the state.

Rod Quintrell
Executive Director
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Our Members

Walking SA's members include 20 active walking clubs
and walking organisations (18 in South Australia and
two in the Northern Territory) with over 3000 walkers.

We have 394 current individual members, including
those involved with Walking SA Education and
20 current business members.

We know you love walking and we need your
support to help us achieve our vision of seeing
“more people walking more often”.

If you're able to, please support our work for
as little as $25 per year.

Key Partners
Member Walking Clubs

LCEET
Bushwalkers

“Takes you places

Wa!!ers

Goannas
Walking Group

Organisation / Business Members

[ THE ADVENTURE SUPPLY Eﬂ.]
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02-RO0OF

RE-ROOFING AUSTRALIA

ALL ROOF RO/?F=RESTO.1.{ATION
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Funding Partner Stakeholders

20U Government of South Australia
b@s' Office for Recreation, Sport and Racing
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Treasurer’s Report

It has been a difficult yearv for Walking SA financially,
with our 2024 appointed treasurer not being able to
commit time to the role and walking away in late May.
We are fortunate to have a new Treasurer recently
appointed, Dean Withers, but who only came into the
role in August.

Our accounts were once again audited by Peter Hall,
with thanks. You will see we just did better than break
even, which is an improvement on the year preceding,
but we still have work to do to have a level of financial
security.

We look forward to a more settled 12 months moving
forward so the fundamentals can be addressed.

Walking SA is pleased to present the financial audit
report. For more detail refer to:

“Profit & Loss Statement” on page 23
“Balance Sheet” on page 24

“Auditor's Report - Independence of Auditor” on
page 25

“Notes to the Financial Statement -
Statement of Significant Accounting Policies”
on page 26

“Statement of Board Members” on page 27
“Independent Audit Report” on page 28

Executive Director
Rod Quintrell
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Our Structure and People

Walking SA is overseen by a board, with strategic
committees providing focus to our key areas, directing
our energies productively and inform and equip the
Board in their decision making.

The five key strategic committees are:
Walking SA Recreation Committee
Walking SA Education Committee
Walking SA Transport Committee
Walking SA Engagement Committee
Walking SA Funding & Finance Committee

The volunteers across the Board, committees, and
other roles, undertake significant work and their
contribution is greatly appreciated.

The primary role of the Board is to ensure good
corporate governance and to establish the strategic
direction of Walking SA. The Board is responsible for
financial reporting to meet the requirements of the
relevant State reporting agencies. It ensures our work
aligns with our goals.

The Board consists of volunteers and is comprised

of highly committed members who possess diverse
backgrounds bringing a range of skills including
business management, community engagement,
finance, policy, research, marketing, IT, trail design and
maintenance. During the year the Board met regularly
in accordance with the Constitution to maintain
oversight of activities, including financial control.

Executive Director

We welcomed Rod to the Board in October

2018. He has been a Trainer and Assessor for

over 20 years with South Australia’s bushwalking training
body, Bushwalking Leadership SA. His experience includes
management with a local outdoor education company and
a history as a therapeutic and non therapeutic program
facilitator.

Rod took on the role of Chair in 2022 and then the role

of Executive Director in late 2024, and is committed

to the continued growth of participation in all types of
walking, with a particular interest in nature connection.
Priorities include promoting the many social benefits of
walking, such as personal and community wellbeing with
healthier less polluting populations, and our shared role as
conservation stewards.

When not getting out there, Rod works with a local
community based NGO in allied health. Rod's experience
and qualifications in the fields of mental health and
outdoor recreation/tourism broadens our perspective.

Chair Walking SA Board
Walking SA Transport

Daniel is an award-winning landscape

architect and urban designer with 25 years' experience
shaping better places. He is a Director of Sleepshill Design
Office, an urban design and landscape architecture firm
based in Adelaide working around Australia. He joined
Walking SA as a Board Member in 2020 and is now Chair
of Walking SA and a member of the Walking SA Transport
Committee.

Being naturally curious, he has a creative and innovative
belief in strategy and design, and can synthesise ideas into
things... he prefers to challenge defining a problem, not
solving a perceived one. He is focused on creating better
places for people walking and cycling - making our streets
safer and nicer places to be with shade, amenity, habitat
and character.

He is an avid bushwalker, having completed all the major
Tasmanian tracks including the Western Arthurs and the
South Coast Track.

Ambassador
Walking SA Recreation

Jules is an ardent hiker and is passionate

about finding ridgelines to traverse and mountains to
summit! Jules is a hike leader and former board member
with Adelaide Bushwalkers (ABW). After independently
completing the Heysen Trail, Jules became a committee
member for Friends of the Heysen Trail and is a Lifetime
Member with them and here with Walking SA. Jules enjoys
quietly trail-running in the hills alone at dawn or dusk

to witness the variety of native birdsong and fauna as

the daylight evolves. Also though, Jules loves introducing
friends to the wonder of multiday hiking and broadening
their horizons to new trails; many of which are Type 2
wilderness adventures interstate. At home by the sea, Jules
and her husband are raising two sons and a menagerie of
furry and feathered animals.

Chair Walking SA Recreation

Sammi is a keen hiker, camper and lover of

the natural environment. She has been an

active member of Adelaide Bushwalkers Club since 2015
with experience as a walk leader and committee member.
ABW specialise in overnight trails and remote wilderness
hiking with full packs.

"Through the Adelaide Bushwalkers I've discovered so
many trails and places | never knew existed! | love that

we can walk into a remote location and camp where no
vehicle can! I'm familiar with most SA trails and parks, and
I've also walked many of Australia’s popular long distance
trails. | hope my experience with clubs and volunteer
organisations can be useful on the Walking SA committee!”

Co-Chair Walking SA Engagement
Walking SA Board

Meredith joined the Board in October 2021.

With a Bachelor of Education, specializing in Outdoor
Education she is a keen advocate and participant/leader
in outdoor activity including school leadership roles and
extensive experience in connecting with community
groups. Having lived interstate and overseas for the
past three decades, she brings a global perspective

to the Board. Since returning to Adelaide she has

been rediscovering the beautiful walks our city has on
its doorstep.
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Chair Walking SA Transport

Tanya joins Walking SA with a strong

professional background in Transport

Planning and Traffic Engineering. With over two decades of
experience in the traffic and transport industry since 2000,
Tanya has worked across both the public and private
sectors on a wide range of projects throughout Australia
and internationally.

She is passionate about creating safe, sustainable, smart,
and active transport solutions that address the growing
challenges of traffic congestion and parking in expanding
cities and communities. Tanya is a strong advocate for
walking and cycling as accessible, healthy, and practical
modes of transport and recreation.

Walking SA Education

Gordon joined Walking SA in October

2024 on the new Walking for Education

and Training Committee, a new committee focusing on
bushwalking leadership training. He has had extensive
experience running training, assessing and advising
trainees. He has been a Trainer and Assessor for over 20
years with South Australia’'s bushwalking training body,
Bushwalking Leadership SA. He did his Bushwalking
Leadership Training in the early 1990s and holds the old
version of the certificate, the Bush and Mountain Walking
Leadership Certificate. With a professional background
with the Department for Education as a high school
teacher he has extensive experience working with young
people.

Walking SA Education

Scott joined Walking SA in October 2024 on

the new Walking for Education and Training

Committee, a new committee focusing on bushwalking
leadership training. He has had extensive experience
running training, assessing and advising trainees for the
community and tertiary students. He has been a Trainer
and Assessor for over 30 years with South Australia’s
bushwalking training body, Bushwalking Leadership SA. He
is also Deputy Chair of the Nature Based Outdoor Network
of South Australia (NBONSA).
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Chair Walking SA Finance

David is a passionate trail walker, and with

his experience with trail planning and

development, and working in the local government space,
and work in tourism, he joined our Funding Committee in
October 2021.

As the Director Community Capacity at Adelaide Hills
Council he has portfolio responsibility for community
wellbeing, communications, events, economic
development/tourism, arts/culture, customer service and
community engagement among other things. Previous to
that role, he held management roles in the infrastructure
and natural assets/biodiversity space in state and local
government, as well as having a civil engineering degree.

Media Coordinator

Our social media is now being handled by our

newest contributor, Siena McNamara. Siena

is a busy mum who lives on the Fleurieu and works for a
Not-for-Profit in the community services space. Thanks for
volunteering your time to help with the cause Sienal!

Walking SA Board
Walking SA Engagement

Naomi joined the Walking SA Board in

October 2024. She is a passionate hiker and advocate for
Reconciliation. She has been walking for all of her life and
would like to use the opportunity to share her skillset to
support walking in South Australia, to enable more people
to experience the benefits of being in nature, staying fit
and connecting with community.

With her professional background as an experienced
Manager she has high level strategic thinking and risk
management skills, proficiency in business improvement,
and strong engagement skills with diverse stakeholders.

As a member of the Friends of the Heysen Trail her

long term projects include walking the Heysen Trail, the
Mawson Trail and the Walk the Yorke, which gives her
great joy to experience beautiful, hidden parts of SA.
Walking is about being on Country, respecting Country and
acknowledging the Traditional Custodians. She would like
to support walking as a tool to build bridges and better
understanding through Reconciliation.

Co-Chair Walking SA Engagement
Walking SA Board

Rebecca joined the Board in October 2021.

She has been a member, vice president and president
of a volunteer peak body committee (the SA Branch of

the Public Health Association of Australia, 2011-2018)

and has expertise in public health advocacy, community
engagement and co-design and evidence-based policy and
practice, with a particular focus on engaging young people.
She is the Director Education Strategy and Teaching
Excellence at the University of Adelaide. She is passionate
about encouraging all types of walking and reducing
barriers to walking, and is keen to see walking tourism
promoted further in South Australia.

She has walked parts of the Camino di Santiago and the
Heysen Trail. Whenever she walks, whether it be a quick
trip to the local shops or a multi day hike she often recalls
Bilbo's advice to Frodo in the Lord of the Rings: “It's a
dangerous business, Frodo, going out your door. You step
onto the road, and if you don't keep your feet, there's no
knowing where you might be swept off to.” She knows this
is the key to walking: that (more or less) you only need
your feet and a supportive environment to take advantage
of the multitude of benefits that walking can bring.

Rebecca retired from the Board and Walking SA
Engagement Committee in late 2025. We thank
her for valuable contribution over the

past four years.

Walking SA Board

Working professionally in the volunteer and
visitor program space with the Department of
Environment and Water, Gill brings a national
parks and DEW perspective to Walking SA
and our Recreation Committee.

Walking SA Board

Kristen is working as a professional

bushwalking leader with Big Heart

Adventures and is also on the board of the Wise Women
Walking Club. Prior to this she was worked as a GP for 15
years. She is passionate about preventative healthcare and
the benefits that time spent outdoors has on both physical
and mental wellbeing. She is enthusiastic about getting
more people out walking and enjoying these benefits.



Walking SA Transport

lan broadens our perspective on walking for

health and transport. With a background

in transport research, public sector management and
planning at the University of SA and in all three levels of
government, he has a wealth of experience in transport
planning, advocacy and policy development. He is a keen
cyclist, and is a past Chair of the Bicycle Institute SA,
which advocates for a safe and pleasant environment for
transport cyclists in SA. He is also a former president of
the SA divisions of the Planning Institute of Australia and
the Australian Institute of Urban Studies.

Walking SA Education

Travis has experienced the life-changing

benefits of planning adventures and

achieving goals on running tracks, bushwalking trails and
off the beaten path around Australia and overseas. As

a former geography and environmental educator Travis
is excited to join the Walking SA Education and Training
committee. He is passionate about creating a world
where everyone can have opportunities to get fit, have
adventures, be included and have access to the great
outdoors.

He is an accredited running coach, qualified bushwalking
guide, adventurer and founder of Inclusive Trails; an
Adelaide based business offering expeditions, bushwalking
programs, run coaching and mentoring for neurodivergent
adults.

Travis has worked as a disability support worker for more
than 10 years, has taught in schools all over the world

and worked with autistic students for more than 20 years.
In recent years he has been Vice Chair of Autism Camp
Australia, and a member of the Australian Autism Research
Council. Travis and his partner created The Parenting
Spectrum, an award winning podcast about autism and
family life for the ABC, featuring an episode where he
cycled 5600kms across America with his autistic son.

Walking SA Transport

Bill has been involved with Walking SA since

its inception, as the founding President of

Walking SA. He has also been involved in the leadership of
Bushwalking Australia, and skilled in drafting policies, he
brings valuable experience and perspective to Walking SA.
Bill retired from the Board in October 2024 to focus on the
Walking SA Transport Committee.

Walking SA Annual Report, 2024/25

Walking SA Funding & Finance

Lisa is an avid hiker and nature lover. After

starting her career in disability, employment

services and teaching, she joined the travel industry

in 2009 to feed her addiction of adventure travel and
trekking around the world. In 2015 she set up her own
business and walking program for women with the
purpose of getting women who lacked confidence and
experience out on the trails. The program grew to include
day walks, overnight hikes for beginners, workshops and
multi-day experiences. After introducing mindful moments
on walks, and a deeper interest in why connecting people
to nature had so much of an impact on their wellbeing,
this led Lisa to becoming a certified Nature Therapy Guide
in 2021.

With a passion for connecting people to the “more than
human world”, Lisa has witnessed profound impact on
those who take the time to immerse themselves with
green and marine spaces.

Her love of walking and seeing more people enjoying the
benefits of walking and being in nature is a natural fit

for volunteering with Walking SA and is a member of the
Sponsorship committee.

Walking SA Recreation

As a prolific and accomplished hiker working

in web development, graphic design and

marketing Jeremy has merged his passions. Among his
many accomplishments are the design and maintenance
of both the Walking SA and Friends of the Heysen Trail
websites providing strategy, marketing, newsletters and
equipping hikers with online planning tools.

Joining as a Board Member and on the Walking for
Recreation Committee in 2013, and after eight years on
the Board re-focused his attention to the Walking for
Recreation Committee.

Committee Reports

Walking SA is overseen by a board, with strategic committees providing focus to our key areas, directing our energies
productively and inform and equip the Board in their decision making.

The Funding and Finance

Committee continued its focus on
strengthening Walking SA's

financial sustainability this year.

While the organisation continues

to face challenges in raising funds

for advocacy and promotional

work, there has been promising
developments around attracting revenue for
walking education.

The website advertising placement initiative
implemented last year continues to be monitored and
will be reviewed in the coming year.

The Committee reviewed membership fees and the
membership value proposition but was determined
to keep walking club affiliation fees at the same levels
as recent years to reduce the financial pressure on
clubs and their members. The Committee identified
opportunities to connect with informal walking
groups and unaffiliated clubs and promote the
mutual benefits of Walking SA affiliation, with a goal
in the coming year to increase the affiliation and
membership base.

A major benefit of affiliation is collective insurance
procurement and this cost continues to be fully
recovered through club fees.

Given Walking SA's reliance on grants, the Committee
provided oversight and monitoring of grant
expenditure and grant acquittals. This will remain a
focus, so as to ensure grant providers continue to
have confidence in Walking SA's ability to spend grants
wisely and deliver exceptional outcomes.

| extend my thanks to all committee members for
their continued support and efforts this year and
particular thanks to Executive Director Rod Quintrell
for his ongoing pursuit of new and diverse revenue
streams for Walking SA.

David Waters
Chair

In 2024 the Education and

Training Committee refocused its

activity and became the

Engagement Committee and the

educational activities of Walking

SA were taken up by a new

committee (announced at the

2024 AGM) becoming WalkingSA

Education, with a focus on training for walk leaders.
The Engagement Committee aims to engage with a
wide range of South Australians including people from
communities that have not always been strongly
engaged by or involved in organised bushwalking,
build capabilities and understanding of people from
diverse communities and backgrounds, raise
awareness and advocate for better access and
inclusion for walking, and support the development of
cultural capabilities in the practices and work of
WalkingSA. In 2025 the Engagement Committee
welcomed new member Naomi Struve, while Travis
Saunders moved to join the newly constituted
WalkingSA Education. We thank Travis for his valuable
contribution to our committee.

In 2025 the committee continued to support major
Walking SA events. In particular, we engaged Kate
Corner, ParkRun Regional Ambassador for SA, and

a previous board member of Walking SA, to speak

at our 2024 AGM. Kate detailed how the ParkRun
organisation has developed over the last 20 years and
engages runners and walkers in an inclusive manner.
Once again we supported a successful public walks
program at WalkFest in April and developed and
presented to the Board a statement of commitment
to Equity, Diversity and Inclusion which was adopted
by the Board in February.

Now that committee structures are more settled we
look forward to further developing the focus of the

Engagement Committee to support our goals.

Meredith Lawson
Co-Chair, Walking SA Engagement Committee
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Committee Reports (cont)

Our five person committee
remains focused on supporting
new recreational trails, keeping
abreast of new walking
opportunities and events, and
defending and improving South
Australia’s current trails.

Our DEW representative is the Statewide Trails Officer
Jarrah Bailey who provides valuable input into the
governance and development of walking trails within
national parks.

In addition to Rod Quintrell's promotion to Executive
Director, he remains on the Walking SA Recreation
Committee. Rod's knowledge and reach in the walking
space is invaluable. He reminds us every meeting
what a fabulous place South Australia is to walk and
how much potential we have. Rod's enthusiasm to
progress and promote confident walk leaders is
crucial in the growth of walking clubs and recreational
organisations. Day walk leadership, Skills training, and
Navigation training have all been well attended across
various regions and parks.

Jeremy Carter continues to develop our website which
now lists 811 SA walks. Our website is a valuable asset
which constantly receives positive feedback from

the public praising the information and inspiration it
provides.

Julia Patten recently joined us with bundles of
energy and enthusiasm. Julia is fast conquering
South Australian and Australia’s most famous and
challenging trails at great speed — we wonder when
she finds the time to work?? Her expertise in media,
publishing and socials is very exciting. We are
delighted to have Julia on board.

We continue to finalise the Adelaide100 walking
trail and continue the relentless work of outgoing
committee member Jim Mclean.

Significant walking events were promoted and
supported by the recreational committee and some of
these Include:

Walkfest — our most popular event, was again
partnered with the Department of Environment
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and Water (DEW) and held at Belair National

Park. With a diverse walking program, a record

40 diverse stallholders, food, coffee and a full
stage program alongside 22 different nature
based walks and experiences. Around 2000
attended on the day, and we had 300 guests on
our planned experiences. Being an election year,
we were blessed with federal and state political
representation, alongside our friends from the
Department of Environment and Water, Waite and
the City of Mitcham.

Caravan and Camping show - again hosting a
stall with the support of the greater Walking SA
community and walking clubs who helped to host
the stall.

Walk on Water: this is an extremely popular event
but the weather didn't agree this time round. The
May date was cancelled and postponed until 28th
Sept 2025. Our 2025 ‘free’ event will be held at Mt
Bold with a 4km or 10km option!

Walking SA continued our involvement in the
nature based outdoor network of South Australia
(NBONSA) and participated in the outdoor careers
expo in August 2025. NBONSA is the peak body
for nature-based outdoors organisations in South
Australia.

We are focussed on continuing the development
of our world class walkable trails and raising the
profile of bushwalking in South Australia and we
actively lobby government and invested parties in
keeping our great trails safe and off roads.

We continue to receive and analyse walking data
and statistics - knowing numbers and visitation
helps us advocate for new trails, new walking
experiences and fight for the walking dollar. We are
constantly pitted against other sports - particularly
mountain biking and advocate hard to protect
walking spaces.

The Walking SA Recreation Committee meets
bimonthly - typically on Teams. We absolutely
welcome any new members who are passionate
about the walking community and supporting
recreational ideas.

Sammi Lanyon
Chair, Walking for Recreation Committee

The Walking SA Education

committee officially formed in

January this year (2025) but had

informally formed between

September to November in 2024.

The informal committee

comprised a wide range of people

from many bushwalking groups

and education providers. The role of the informal
committee was to set the foundations for Walking SA
Education and what training it was going to offer and
how to plan for it. By January the formal committee
formed with Gordon Lehmann as the Chair, Rod
Quintrell representing the Walking SA Board, Dr. Scott
Polley representing UniSA, Nick Glover, Dave
Williamson, Dave Rawson and Geoff McCaul
representing Flinders University. Since then there
have beed two more committee members added,
Travis Saunders and Simon Goodwin.

The training we are offering has been developed to
cover from a foundation level, in stages, up to an
advanced level with the whole course being called
Bushwalk Guide. The levels are;

Bushwalk Guide - Foundation Skills an introductory level
Bushwalk Guide - Daywalk Jjust for one day walks

where most of the
training occurs

Bushwalk Guide - Foundation

Bushwalk Guide
Bushwalk Guide - Remote

the Graduate level
the Advanced level

For 2025 we concentrated on assessments for both
Bushwalk Guide - Foundation and Bushwalk Guide
as these were the most popular levels expected and
we knew that there were candidates ready for both.
We developed the curriculum, assessment guide and
supporting documents in order to deliver both.

In April we had seven candidates enrolled to be
assessed at the Bushwalk Guide level with five being
assessed in April and two in July. We have the only
training course for the year, the Bushwalk Guide -
Foundation, planned for October and have ongoing
enrolments. We have generated approximately
$6,500 in the first 10 months of operation with the
expectation to generate much more in 2026.

In addition to the committee we have an informal
group of 16 assessors who have volunteered to
provide assessments and training. Half of those
assessors have been training and assessing overnight
bushwalking for many years, 20+ for some. The rest
are highly experienced outdoor guides and educators
coming from a wide range are areas from commercial
operator to education provders.

In 2026 we plan to run the full range of training and
assessment and are working toward developing

our curriculum and resources to support this. One
key part of this support is the development of a

Web presence which in 2025 has been the barest
minimum we could get up and running, however it has
generated interest. By the end of 2025 we will have a
web presence that will support us going forward into
2026 and enable prospective trainees to easily enrol
in our training.

Gordon Lehmann
Walking SA Education

The Walking SA Transport

Committee continues to play a

vital role in expanding Walking

SA’s influence in transport

planning and urban design across

South Australia. Through strategic

engagement with local councils

and state government, the

committee advocates for safer, more walkable
communities that support people walking more often.

In 2024, the committee was chaired by Tanya Bacic,
with members Daniel Bennett (Chair, Walking SA), Rod
Quintrell (Executive Officer, Walking SA), Luci Ward
(Heart Foundation representative), lan Radbone, and
Bill Gehling, who is now based in Melbourne.

We also acknowledge the significant contribution
of Daniel Osborne, who resigned earlier this year.
As a former board member and past Chair of the
Transport Committee, Daniel provided invaluable
leadership, and we sincerely thank him for his service.

Walking SA Annual Report, 2024/25



Meeting monthly, the committee has responded to an
increasing number of requests from local and state
government for feedback on transport strategies

and infrastructure projects. Key consultations this
year have included City of Adelaide Draft Transport
Strategy, Department for Infrastructure and Transport
Way2Go Evaluation, Jetty Road Transformation
Project, Draft State Public Transport Strategy (in
partnership with the Heart Foundation) and Draft SA
Engineering Requirements for Land Division.

Planning is well underway for the fourth Make
Walking Great Again forum, scheduled for 15 October
2025. This builds on the success of the 2024 forum,
held at the Unley Oval Community Hub, which
attracted a strong turnout and reaffirmed the vital
role of walkability in urban planning and design
conversations.

The committee is also working with the RAA to
support the next “Risky Walks" pedestrian safety
survey, scheduled for 2026, and has endorsed the
national Better Streets initiative, aligning with like-
minded organisations across the country.

The committee continues to build its public advocacy
presence by promoting new pedestrian infrastructure
through social media and media engagement.
Notably, Walking SA Chair Daniel Bennett authored

an opinion piece in InDaily, titled “A Better Image of
Our City...", which examined the diminishing role of
pedestrians in the context of the recent upgrade to
the Frome Street Bikeway between North Terrace and
Victoria Street.

The committee remains committed to supporting
Walking SA's vision of a world-class, walkable South
Australia. We look forward to another productive
year and welcome interest from new members who
are passionate about improving walkability across
the state.

Tanya Bacic
Chair, Walking SA Transport Committee
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Social Media Report

We have had a changing of the guard with our
Social Media Coordination. Micheal, the original
#outdoorstype has stepped away to focus on his
historic rail projects. Thank you Michael!

We welcome our new volunteer Social Media
Coordinator, Siena, to the role. We hope you find
value in working with us as we grow the profile of
walking in SA.

Walking SA operates social media accounts on
Facebook, Instagram, and Linked In. Our audiences
and engagement continue to grow, with our Trail of
the Walk' posts using images and text from the Find A
Walk state trails database the most popular, followed
by photos and profiles and advocacy posts.

Our advertising campaign in the lead up to Walkfest
was targetted at Facebook and while successful, we
will be using a different approach for 2026

Some statistics that help paint the picture:

Facebook:
26.7k followers (up 2.9Kk)
Reach 412k (slight upward change on 23/24).

Instagram:

6.4k followers (up 1.1Kk)

Reach 10.5k (down 50% - ai influence?)
Interactions are 1.6k.

LinkedIn:
797 followers.
243 new followers in last financial year

Walking SA has been quietly developing Walking SA
Ambassador roles with active and positive walking
content creators. We continue to encourage our
individual, club and organisational members and
other walk-centric community based bodies to share
more images/text with us so we build the walking
community together.

Rod Quintrell
Executive Director

Events and activities

It's been a busy year as we focus on raising profile.

Here is a snapshot:

Three introduction to bushwalking presentations at
Libraries

Four presentations at community events

15 guest spots on radio

Four articles in the media, one national

One Active Transport Event, Make Walking Great
Again

One opening of the walking season, WalkFest
Two park of the month skills sessions with NPWS

One walk on water event postponed to Sept. 28
due to weather

12 e-newsletters

Development of two ‘winged wonders' maps for
young families

Contributions to our state trails database bringing
the total to 811 walks.

And a lot of advocacy and representation.

Make Walking Great Again

For our third year, we ran our half day walkability/
livability conference, Make Walking Great Again
(MWGA) at Unley Oval.

The latest insights and information was presented
to an audience of 50 transport and urban design
industry folks as well as those with an interest and a
stake in improving South Australia.

Guest speakers from the active transport arm of The
Department of Infrastructure and Transport (DIT),

as well as the City of Adelaide and from the Cycling
and Walking Australia and New Zealand (CWANZ)
presented content that provoked and informed

the audience.

With thanks to our friends Aurecon for their
sponsorship of the event, the City of Unley for
providing the venue, all of the presenters, Daniel
Bennett who MCeed, and all who attended.

Rod Quintrell
Executive Director



Walking SA's Commitment to Diversity, Equity,

and Inclusion (DEI)

At Walking SA, we are dedicated to nurturing a
culture that celebrates diversity, promotes equity,
and fosters inclusion. We believe that embracing
these values enhances our ability to innovate,

solve problems, and create value for our walking
community. Our commitment to DEI is guided by the
following principles:

Diversity: We honor and appreciate the unique
perspectives, backgrounds, and experiences

of all individuals. We strive to build a team and
walking community that reflects the diverse
communities we serve and to cultivate an
inclusive environment where everyone feels
valued and respected.

Equity: We are committed to ensuring fair
treatment, access, and opportunities for all. We
recognise the existence of systemic barriers
and biases and are dedicated to addressing and
dismantling these obstacles to create a level
playing field for everyone's active participation
to walk in South Australia and beyond.

Inclusion: We aim to create an environment
where all individuals feel a sense of belonging
and are empowered to contribute to their
fullest potential. We encourage open dialogue,
active listening, and collaboration to foster a
culture of inclusion.

At Walking SA, we believe that embracing diversity,
equity, and inclusion is essential for our success. We
are committed to creating a walking community where
everyone feels valued, respected, and empowered

to thrive.

WalkFest 2025 - Connecting with Nature

WalkFest 2025 - Connecting with Nature was once
again proudly brought to the South Australian
community by Walking SA and our Principal Partner -
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS). This year's
theme continued our focus on access and equity
through Connecting with Nature.

Building on the success of last year's successful
rebranding from the Hiking Expo to WalkFest, the day
was aimed at broadening our audience and offerings,
whilst still maintaining our core ‘hiking’ heritage. It
was celebrated as ‘a festival of walking’ on Sunday 6
April at the Main Oval, Belair National Park. With the
unrivalled setting and excellent accessibility of our
most loved National Park, Belair, the natural park
environment wooed the crowd on a day of glorious
weather. This year the audience was estimated at just
under 2,000 attendees.

For the second year many of the hosted walks headed
off early to ensure adequate time remained for
walkers to return to enjoy the event. The Program

had 22 walks, rolls, nature based and citizen science
activities that saw good uptake, especially for the
more family friendly activities in the morning. With
some subscribed with the maximum 22 participants.

Offerings were broad and included forest Bathing,
First Nations and all accessible walk experiences,
different levels of club walk challenges, and immersive
nature options including citizen science orchid
hunting, bird spotting and some skills activities.
Interestingly, the early walks did not have the same
uptake as last year and some program tweaks are in
store for 2026.

It was pleasing to once again see a wide range of
people from multicultural communities, young
families, first timers and walking veterans participating
in the walks, reflecting the investment of Walking

SA in inclusion in our other work and advocacy. The
Welcome to Country was again presented by the
talented Robert Taylor and was a moving and highly
highlight. His easy audience engagement and story-
telling coupled with his didgeridoo playing from the
stage stopped the crowd in its tracks. The Welcome
to Country commenced the official component of the
stage program. The Deputy Premier was represented
once again by the hard working State member

for Waite Catherine Hutchesson MP who officially
opened the event and the (bush) walking season.

Save the Date

The Walk Fest will be on:
Sunday 29th March 2026
from 9am to Tpm

in Belair National Park

We also welcomed the Federal Member for Boothby,
Louise Miller Frost, the great Mayor of Mitcham, Dr
Heather Holmes Ross and other representatives from
the Greens.

The stage program ran for the duration of the

event with a variety of different acts and some live
music from local bush band Argy Bargy. Interesting
presentations were made on walking for health, a
celelbration of 100 years of Walking for SA's oldest
club, the WEA Ramblers, equipment, gear, birds, food
and other presenters. This all added to an improved
market square atmosphere of the site.

Along with a broad range of raffle prizes, there were
many giveaways provided by stallholders. Walking SA
again provided free fruit for children at the event and
several food vouchers for families. Volunteers were
provided with a complimentary coffee voucher.

Scouts SA generously contributed to the day with their
climbing wall and activities for young people including
orienteering, it was great to have them there after a
small break.

There was a record 40 stall holders, with lots of new
faces from the conservation community, and Friends
groups, which really added a richness and grounding
to the event. It really was a gathering of ‘our people’

The variety of stallholders included not only our
member clubs and those categorised as Walking for
Recreation but also those representing Walking for
Health and Walking for Transport initiatives. Feedback
from stallholders was enthusiastically positive with
many expressing their appreciation for the behind-
the-scenes effort that made the event seamless.

They also advised that this year they experienced a
vibrancy and consistent stream of visitors to their
stalls over the duration of the event with small
improvements made over the previous year.



A steady crowd attendance ran for the duration of
the event. This consistency of attendance shows us
that the format is working and we can grow the event
next year.

Profit & Loss Statement

The event relies on the very generous contribution

of volunteer time, offset by the wonderful principal
sponsorship of the NPWS, the ongoing support of
the Office for Recreation Sport and Racing (ORSR)
through the State Sport and Recreation Development
Program, and stallholder contributions. In addition,
this year Walking SA secured the support of Merrell
for the stage and audio equipment hire. As an

iconic annual event, WalkFest remains a visual and
immersive treat for the South Australian community.

The second-hand hiking stall did not run this year
and we are looking for an organised club or nfp who
would like to take this on in 2026, and raise funds - it
is always immensely popular and was missed!.

2026 - will be again at Belair, on Sunday 29 March.
Working draft theme - Walkfest - World Class
Walkable SA. We will also be celebrating another
milessotne, Adelaide Bushwalkers 80th birthday!

We intend to tweak the format again, with some
events and hikes running regionally and also AFTER
Tpm. All ideas and early bookings welcome.
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Balance Sheet Auditor’'s Report - Independence of Auditor
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Notes to the Financial Statement - Statement of Board Members
Statement of Significant Accounting Policies
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Independent Audit Report
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