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Dear Premier

We, the undersigned organisations are coming together to voice our collective concern at
the loss of hundreds of high-value mature trees as part of the SA Government’s plans for the
LIV Golf development of the North Adelaide Golf Course.

We call upon the Government to work with us in an open professional dialogue in order to
explore all possible opportunities to minimise tree losses, especially of the most ecologically
significant trees, and to deliver genuine, near-term offsets to try to minimise the impact of
what cannot be saved.

What we want the SA Government to do

1. Avoidance
Aim:

e To ensure the ecological integrity of the site is maintained during the development of
the LIV Golf course design by minimizing the loss of the most ecologically important
trees.
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How:

e Government to share with the Signatories the detailed plans of each hole, and all
other associated development areas on Possum Park.

e Select an independent and qualified consultant to conduct a thorough investigation of
the site to identify the most ecologically important trees at risk.

e Government to engage in genuine, meaningful, in-depth consultation with
independent qualified golf course designers and the Signatories to investigate
options to explore opportunities to modify (and maybe improve) the golf course to
save the most important trees.

2. Genuine Offset
Aim:
Genuine offset to mitigate the loss of tree cover and associated nesting hollows
How:
2.1 Tree cover

a) We want the SA Government to plant advanced treestock (eg 4m tall, 5 years old), not
tubestock. And of course they need to be appropriate endemic species with high biodiversity
value that will survive Climate Change.

e 10x trees for each mature tree lost

e Planted in Possum Park and/or in other pre-agreed locations nearby in a manner to
anticipate the trees reaching maturity without needing to be thinned out

e Submit locations and species for consideration to the Signatories

¢ Include a funded maintenance program to ensure early year survival

¢ Continue to engage the Kaurna elders and specialists to investigate the best
biodiversity outcomes for the development

b) Planting Understory

The replacement plantings will take decades to fully replace the lost trees, so planting
understory in Possum Park is essential to provide some immediate biodiversity impact for
native insects, reptiles and smaller birds.

¢ Plant 10x islands of endemic shrubs / understory in Possum Park

e Typical size of each island should be 20m x 5m, ideally with linkages between each
island and access to water

e Submit locations and species for consideration to the Signatories

¢ Include a funded maintenance program to ensure early year survival

e Continue to engage the Kaurna elders and specialists to investigate the best
biodiversity outcomes for the development



2.2 Nestboxes to replace nesting hollows

Many of the native birds that live in Adelaide are dependent on tree hollows for their nests.
Including all the parrots, lorikeets and cockatoos, as well as owls, treecreepers, pardalotes
and some ducks. Tree hollows are only found in mature trees - they typically take 50 to 80
years to form. (Formed by large branches snapping off and the resultant stump rotting
inside).

So, removing 600 mature trees will remove hundreds of nesting hollows that need to be
replaced with nest boxes:

e High quality robust, insulated nest boxes in a variety of designs to suit different bird
species

e 5x nest boxes for each natural hollow lost (nest boxes are not as good as natural
hollows)
Installed in Possum Park
Submit locations and designs for consideration to the Signatories
Funding to maintain those nest boxes for 50 years (until the newly planted trees start
to form their own natural hollows)

Why we want it

This proposal represents a critical opportunity for the Government of South Australia to
demonstrate genuine leadership in biodiversity protection, climate resilience, and cultural
respect within urban development.

By prioritising avoidance of ecological and culturally significant trees, and requiring
meaningful, high-quality offsets where loss is unavoidable, the Government can set a new
benchmark for how major projects are designed within the Adelaide Park Lands. This
approach recognises that mature trees, nesting hollows, and intact understory are critical
assets that provide ecological, cultural, and community value far beyond their visual appeal.

Implementing the measures proposed in this document would ensure that development
within Possum Park not only minimises long-term environmental damage, but actively
enhances habitat value, supports threatened species, and respects Kaurna cultural
connections to Country. It also acknowledges the reality that tree loss today creates
ecological deficits lasting decades, unless addressed through robust, long-term
commitments.

Done well, this project can position Adelaide as a world leader in integrating biodiversity
conservation and cultural heritage into development—demonstrating that international-profile
events and environmental stewardship are not mutually exclusive, but can and should be
achieved together.
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Steven Langley

President, Birds SA
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Ben Ayris

Adelaide Parklands Association
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Rod Qunitrell

Executive Director, Walking SA
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Professor Patrick O’'Connor AM

President, Nature Conservation Society
of SA

Contact
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Kirsty Bevan

CEO, Conservation Council SA

Llbert Brooks

Elbert Brooks

Chairperson, North Adelaide Society
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David Larritt

Convener, AAEE SA

Grant Galvin, CEO, AILA
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Craig Pickering, Founder CDASA

Steven Langley

steven.langley@birdssa.asn.au
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