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Dear Sir/Madam,

Walking SA appreciates the opportunity to provide feedback on the Rundle Street Movement Study and
welcomes the proposed interventions, particularly the safer pedestrian crossings and improved active
transport infrastructure.

About Walking SA

Our vision is for a world-class, walkable South Australia, where cities and communities are designed to
encourage more people to walk more often. This vision is supported by the four pillars outlined in our
Walking SA Strategic Plan (2023-2025): walkability, walk experiences, socially responsive and
sustainable growth.

As an advocacy organisation dedicated to promoting walking as a primary mode of transport and a
cornerstone of healthy, sustainable, and accessible communities, Walking SA is committed to ensuring
that walking remains central to the state’s future transport planning.

Our Response

As the proposed interventions are presented at a high level, our response focuses on overarching
principles and pedestrian-focused priorities.

1. Support for Pedestrian Priority and Safety Improvements

Walking SA strongly supports the overall aim of enhancing safety, accessibility, and the movement
experience for all road users along Rundle Street, particularly for people walking.

We note the study’s findings that pedestrians represent a significant proportion of movement demand
yet currently face limited safe crossing opportunities and high traffic volumes. We also acknowledge
the evidence that many people cross informally at peak desire lines where formal crossings are not
conveniently located.

Walking SA supports interventions that:
- Prioritise safe, legible and frequent crossing opportunities aligned with actual pedestrian desire lines.
- Reduce vehicle speeds to improve safety and comfort for walkers of all ages and abilities.

- Minimise the severance effects created by high traffic volumes, making the street feel more human-
scaled and welcoming.

- Improve accessibility for people with disability, older adults, children, and those using mobility aids or
prams.

2. Specific Pedestrian-Focused Recommendations
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Given the high levels of informal crossing activity, we:

- Support the introduction of new raised (“wombat”) crossings at key points along the corridor to
prioritise pedestrian movements and formalise existing desire lines.

- Support reducing vehicle speed limits (for example, to 40 km/h or lower) as a safety-first measure.
Lower operating speeds reduce crash severity and improve perceived and actual safety, encouraging
more walking for short trips.

- Support improvements to footpath space, shade and pedestrian amenities, including:

- Wider, unobstructed footpaths capable of accommodating high pedestrian volumes.

- Additional street furniture, shade trees, seating and rest points to support comfort and inclusion.
- Clear, consistent and accessible wayfinding signage.

3. Supporting Active Transport and Integration

While Walking SA's core focus is on walking, we recognise that pedestrians share the corridor with
other active transport users, including cyclists. We encourage:

- Clear separation or delineation where walking and cycling routes intersect, to reduce conflict.

- High-visibility treatments at intersections to improve mutual awareness.

- Strong integration with public transport access points to support seamless multimodal journeys.
4. Parking and Movement Trade-offs

We acknowledge that some proposed interventions may require adjustments to on-street parking or
traffic operations. Walking SA supports a balanced approach that manages short-stay parking to
support local businesses while ensuring pedestrian safety and accessibility are not compromised.

Prioritising walking increases foot traffic strengthens street life and social presence and supports local
businesses by creating a more attractive and people-focused environment.

Conclusion

Walking SA commends the Department for Infrastructure and Transport for placing emphasis on
movement data and user needs in shaping improvements for Rundle Street. We urge that this study
results in outcomes that prioritise pedestrian safety and comfort, creates an inclusive and attractive
public realm, and supports sustainable and healthy transport choices for residents, workers, students
and visitors alike.

We look forward to seeing these high-level proposals further developed and refined as the project
progresses.

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this important and much-needed project.
Kind regards
Yours sincerely

Rod Quintrell



Walking SA

Yours faithfully
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Rod Quintrell
Executive Director



