4¥4 éﬁ Ph 0457 006 620 | office@walkingsa.org.au
NEW OFFICE: 55 Exchange Place, Adelaide SA 5000

o
a I kl n g Walking SA Inc. ABN 78 019 005 437

MEDIA RELEASE

New school speed limits
and National Walk Safely to School Day highlight need for safer streets around South Australian
schools

With National Walk Safely to School Day taking place on Friday 22 May 2026, \Walking SA is urging all
South Australian drivers to slow down, stay alert, and take extra care around schools as new lower
speed limits continue to roll out across the state.

Walking SA says the national event is an important reminder that children walking, riding, scooting, and
crossing roads near schools deserve safe walkable streets every day of the year — not just on one
designated day.

South Australia has introduced new 40 km/h school speed limits on selected major roads near
schools during peak school travel times, while the long-standing 25 km/h “when children are
present” school zone limits remain in force on many local roads near schools.

The new 40 km/h limits generally apply on school days between:
e 8:00am -9:30 am
e 2:00 pm -4:00 pm

at schools located on busy arterial roads.

Executive Director Rod Quintrell said lower traffic speeds are critical for protecting children and
encouraging more families to choose active travel.

“Children are among our most vulnerable road users, and even small reductions in traffic speed can
significantly reduce the risk and severity of injuries,” Mr Quintrell said.

“National Walk Safely to School Day on Friday 22 May is a fantastic reminder that safer school streets
benefit everyone — children, families, schools, and the wider community.”

Walking SA says many motorists still do not realise that the 25 km/h school zone limit applies
whenever children are present, including outside standard school hours, on weekends, and during
school holidays if children are nearby.

Walking SA is encouraging drivers to:
e Obey all school zone speed limits

e Slow down near crossings, buses, and parked cars
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e Avoid distractions, particularly mobile phones

e Be patient during school drop-off and pick-up times

e Watch for children riding bikes and scooters

e Expectincreased pedestrian activity during Walk Safely to School Day

Walking SA says creating safer environments around schools supports healthier and more active
communities.

Research consistently shows walking is the most popular forms of active travel and recreation in South
Australia and Australia. Regular walking helps improve children’s physical health, mental wellbeing,
independence, concentration, and connection to community.

“Walking to school helps children arrive more alert, active, and ready to learn,” Mr Quintrell said.

“Parents are far more likely to let their children walk when they feel roads are safe, calm, and designed
with people in mind.”

Walking SA is also calling for continued investment in:

e Safer pedestrian crossings

Better school zone signage

Traffic calming measures

Wider footpaths and accessible routes

Reduced vehicle conflict points near schools
e Improved walking and cycling connections

National Walk Safely to School Day is coordinated nationally by the Pedestrian Council of Australia and
encourages families across the country to incorporate walking into the school journey.

For more information about walking, active travel, and safer streets visit: Walking SA
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